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MARCH OF EVENTS 


The battle off the Solomons which was staged for three days and nights 
ae from August 7 resulted ina great victory for the 
ing Pi aida Japanese Navy. Mobilizing a powerful fleet escort- 

ing a large group of transports, America and Britain 
attempted to effect a landing on the Solomon Islands, the foremost 
front under Japanese occupation. A Japanese air unit received the 
news of their landing from reconnaissance planes on patrol duty, and 
discovering their location, immediately sallied forth and carried out 
intensive attacks on the Anglo-American forces. Japanese warships 
also started a vigorous operation against the enemy fleet at night. 

The damage done to the enemy was amazingly heavy. According to 

an announcement of the Imperial Headquarters on August 14, the 

damage consisted of 13 cruisers (six A-class American cruisers, three 

A-class British cruisers, threé B-class American cruisers and one B- 

class British cruiser), 9 torpedo-destroyers, 3 submarines and 1o trans- 

ports, with an aggregate of 35, all sunk. Enemy ships seriously dis- 
abled were one A-class cruiser, three torpedo-destroyers and one 
transport. Altogether 4o enemy vessels were either sent to the bot- 
tom of the Solomon Sea or rendered unserviceable. It is all the more 
significant that the Japanese warplanes shot down 58 enemy planes. Japa- 
nese damage was 21 planes lost and two cruisers slightly damaged. 
The Anglo-American nations staged this abortive counter-attack to 
engage in an offensive with the Japanese Navy. With cruisers as the 
central strength of their combined fleet, they attempted to effect a 
landing from a group of transports. This enemy strategy, however, 
was frustrated by the gallant actions of the Japanese naval units. 
The victory thus has added to the history of the war in greater East 
Asia. This defeat of the enemy, none too less severe than the 
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Hawaiian débdcle, will be a great worry to the Anglo-American nations 
to replenish their depleted strength. It will be all the more trying to 
the American Navy, which has become an object of national criticism 
for its successive failures. That the American Navy brought the A- 
class cruisers of the Wichita and Astoria types for service as flagships 
in this great battle is ample testimony of the shortage of battleships 
and aircraft-carriers. 


America’s plan of retaking Kiska and Attu Islands of the Aleutians 
under Japanese occupation was also shattered. 

rise Sag yale oe Simultaneously with its operation on the 
Solomon Islands on August 8, American 

forces launched an offensive on these Aleutian islands only to be 
repulsed by the Japanese forces there. When the islands were occu- 
pied by Japan, America informed its people that they were of no 
military value, but its recent attempt to recapture them from the Japa- 
nese hands testified the fact that the Japanese occupation of them 


means a great and pressing menace to the northern district of the 
American continent. 


Japanese navy air units effected a series of night air raids on Townsville, 
Pais key point in the northern part of Australia on 
North daarctix July 25, 27 and 28, and dealt a severe blow to 

enemy air bases and other important military 
establishments. This was the first time that Townsville was bombed. 

Port Darwin in the northern part of Australia also was bombed inten- 

sively during the nights of July 25, 27 and 29. Early on the morning 

of July 30 Japanese Navy air units carried out the first air raid on Port 

Headland, stronghold in the central western coast of Australia. In 

these attacks the enemy’s foremost air bases wete blasted to forestall 

activities of his air force. In the meantime, Japanese Navy units con- 
ducted a successful landing in the face of enemy resistance on Aru, Kei 

and Tanimber islands in the Arafura Sea north of Australia on July 30 

and reduced all the enemy bases on these islands on the same day 

through mopping-up operations. The Arafura Sea thus has been 
ped under Japan’s control and the enemy’s bases of guerilla war- 
are have been securely held by the landing forces. This quick action 


has strengthened all 
the more Japan’s hea 
Australia. Jap VY pfessure on northern 


In his impressive speech made at the Osaka Central Public Hall on July 
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‘ 27, Premier General Hidéki Tohjo re- 
tee eaks on New Order —forred to the world situation develop- 
ing in favour of the Axis countries and 
emphasized that the ultimate victory for Japan, Germany and Italy 
was more than assured. He added: In various regions of greater 
East Asia necessary measutes for the construction of a new order are 
being adopted speedily in conformity with Japan’s great mission to 
let all nations seek their proper places, and the peoples in the southern 
regions are gladly co-operating with Japan through their understand- 
ing of its true idea.” The Premier pointed out the fact that the funda- 
mental structure for ultimate victory in the war and sure success in 
the construction had already been set up on the most positive and 
solid basis. Dwelling on India, the Premier gave tfeassurance of 
giving it Japan’s ungrudging support and co-operation to the attain- 
ment of its long-cherished objective of ousting the British influence. 
He said: ‘‘ The British rule in India is the very foundation of ex- 
istence of the British Empire. Japan shall not absolutely allow the 
American and British influences to stay in India, considering Japan’s 
objective of crushing America and Britain.” Lastly, Premier Tohjo 
expressed hope that the Mohammedan nations in West Asia would 
sever their connections altogether with the British Empire and rise 
up for their glorious duty of racial restoration at this moment of 
world transittion. 


Japanese submarines claimed a heavy toll of the enemy vessels amount- 
ing to 33 with an aggregate of 270,000 tons in 
‘a month from early in June to early in July. 
All of them were either sunk or destroyed 
setiously through activities of Japanese “‘sea wolves” over a large 
area covering the western Indian Ocean, South Africa, the eastern coast 
Australia, along the Aleutian Islands and the western coast of 
American mainland. According to an announcement of the Imperial 
Headquarters on July 27, details of the victimized vessels were as 
follows : Western Indian Ocean and South Africa, 25 vessels with about 
200,000 tons; off Seattle on the western coast of American mainland, 
2 with 13,000 tons; off Sydney on the eastern coast of Australia, 5 
vessels of 52,000 tons; and at Dutch Harbour in the Aleutians one 
6,000-ton vessel. In addition to these victims, enemy ships sunk or 
destroyed since the start of the Pacific war make the total of 374 
vessels with an aggregate of 2,006,000 tons, of which those victimized 
by submarines total 107 vessels with an aggregate of 795,000 tons. 


Two-Million Ton 
Enemy Ships Sunk 
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The enemy submarines sunk by Japanese warships total 97, according 
to a communiqué of the Imperial Headquarters ‘on July 19. Another 
Imperial Headquarters communiqué teleased on August 17 states that 
Japanese submarines operating in the Australian waters sunk 10 enemy 
vessels with an aggregate of about 90,000 tons during one month from 
late in July and late in August. Australia’s isolation from outside has 
thus been intensified more than ever. Japanese submarines since the 
outbreak of the Pacific war have sunk 117 enemy merchant vessels with 


an ageregate of 885,000 tons. This has made the shortage of ships of 
America and Britain keener than ever. 


An inaugural ceremony of the Central Administrative Organ with Dr. 
Burmese Central Administrative ae new - See yaaa 
Organ Established Rangoon Municipal Office on August 1 

amid the great expectations and joy of 
the 14,000,000 Burmans. Dr. Ba Maw had made hard efforts for the 
last two months as chairman of the Preparations Committee for the 
administrative enforcement to introduce an administrative structure 
the centralization of internal political power and the establishment of 

a central administrative structure. Inthe new administration, Dr. Ba 

Maw himself has been appointed Chief Civil Administrator and con- 

currently Chief of the Internal Affairs Department. All other nine 
departmental chiefs are able and spirited persons. The Central Ad- 
ministration thus was inaugurated in an impressive manner for the 
tealization of “ Burma for the Burmans.” Lieutenant-General Shojiro 
lida, supreme commander of the Japanese Army forces in Burma 
in whose ptesence the inaugural ceremony was held, delivered an 
instructive speech, in which he admonished the Buttians not to 
indulge in internal conflict and discord and urged them to make u 
their mind for the replenishment of national strength with their Rd 
animous efforts. In his statement given to newspapermen after the 
ceremony, Lieutant-General Tida said: ‘The development of ‘ 
Burma will augur well and bid fair for tealization Har that Il the 
members of the Preparations Committee have buried thei pee 
dividual interests for the establishment of the C l eee 
Organ and united together for thorough ee 
8 co-operation, for which I 


express my hearty respect. If the Burmans : a 
gently under guidance of the central Begeaie te eee and dili- 
more promising.” » this will be all the 
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, administration, Lieutenant-General lida, made 
eatleres urma ~~ the following statement: ‘*‘ The Central Admini- 
stration is empowered to do administration under 
my supetvision. But Iam of opinion that the politics of Burma 
shall be carried on by the Burmans as far as possible and I am 
trying to manifest this policy in the system and authority of the 
Central Administrative Organ as well as the local administrative 
structute. Japan will not spare its efforts to give its support fully to 
make Burma ‘ Burma for the Burmans’ and is hoping for its speedy 
realization.”? Lieutenant-General lida referred to the existence of many 
different races in Burma and gave kind instructions by saying that all 
the East Asian nations must respect each other and combine themselves 
firmly for the co-prosperity of East Asia. He further said as follows : 
‘The Japanese Army is prepared to give its warm regard not only to 
Burma but also India. It will not spare its efforts to let India realize 
its long-cherished hope. British troops who were beaten off from 
Burma ate resorting to petty activities with their air bases in India and 
ate bombing Rangoon and other cities, but, in spite of this, the Japanese 
forces ate purposely withholding any indiscriminate bombing so as not 
to place the Indians into distress.” 


The exchange ships Asama Maru and Conte Verde carrying aboard about 
1,400 Japanese evacuees, including Ambas- 
Sao Somes and sadort Kichisaburo Nomura, Ambassador 
Saburo Kurusu, Ambassador Itaro Ishii, 
other diplomatic officials and Japanese residents, who had been interned 
in various countries of the American continents since the outbreak of 
the Pacific war, safely arrived in Yokohama on August 20. In accord- 
ance with agreement regarding the exchange of diplomatic officials 
between Japan and America, these evacuees sailed from New York 
aboatd the Swedish ship Gripsholm on June 18. Calling at Rio de 
Janeiro on the way, where the ship took in Japanese evacuees from 
South American countries, she sailed for Lorengo Marquez in Portu- 
guese East Africa on July 26. There the exchange of evacuees was 
effected. The Japanese evacuees boarded the two ships and left Lo- 
tengo Marquez. The ships called at Shoh-nan (Singapore) on August 
9 and after completing a long voyage of 17,000 nautical miles arrived 
in Yokohama. The Japanese people warmly welcomed them and 
a sign of holiday atmosphere was noticeable. 


For a period of four months starting on August 1, concentrated efforts 
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will be made to speed up shipbuilding in this 

es kip srenpaidine . country. These four months will be called 
the period for strengthening planned ship- 

building. As a prelude to the inauguration of this special shipbuilding 
period, the Welfare Ministry convened a conference of Government 
officials and non-official experts concerned to make arrangements te- 
garding the welfare of labour on July 23. Welfare Minister Chikahiko 
Koizumi explaining the importance of the forced materialization of 
planned shipbuilding and also the control over labour affairs in connec- 
tion with the execution of this programme, asked for the co-operation 
of all parties concerned. Included among the Government proposals to 
be put into practice in the domain of labour affairs in connection with the 
speedy realization of planned shipbuilding are as follows: (1) Crea- 
tion of a period for special emphasis on planned shipbuilding from 
August 1 to November 30 in order to enlighten the public as regards 
the importance of this project and also to win their spontaneous co- 
Operation to make this enterprise a success. (2) Enforcement of vari- 
Ous measures to make the Government officials and non-Government 
quartets concerned informed of the Government’s projects, included 
among such measures being: (a) convocation of bloc conferences of 
various employment offices, (b) convocation of bloc confetences of 
various classes of officials connected with labour affairs, (c) convocation 
of conferences between the tepresentatives of the Shipbuilding Control 
Society and the industrialists concerned and (d) convocation of bloc 


conferences of factory managers and factory staff members in charge 
of labour affairs. 


Covering rice, corn and 30 other items, a working agreement on the 


Economic Agreement erage oe conned ities between J apan 
between Japan and F.I.C. and French Indo-China duri 


) General 
o-China at Saigon on July 18. The Board 


-China economic 


economic negotiations with regard 
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since earnestly continued their negotiations with the spirit of mutual 
co-operation in conformity with the changes of economic conditions 
accompanying the development of the war of greater East Asia, result- 
ing recently in their satisfactory conclusion, and the agreement thereon 
was signed at Saigon on July 18. By the conclusion of this agreement, it 
has become possible for French Indo-China to supply us with as much 
volume of important materials and goods as possible which are required 
by our country and for Japan to supply French Indo-China materials 
and goods which are necessary for the maintenance of economy of the 
latter. It is a matter to be sincerely felicitated that the economic co- 
operation between Japan and French Indo-China has been further 
strengthened, contributing toward the establishment of the greater 
East Asia co-prosperity sphere.” 


Loan extension to the Central Reserve Bank of China of the Nan- 
king Government by the Bank 

100 Million yen Loan to Central of Japan was announced by the Board 
Beer re tare of Information on July 28. The 


announcement states : ‘‘ The Government has decided to advance a loan 
of ¥£100,000,000 to the Central Reserve Bank of China in compliance 
with the request of the National Government of the Chinese Republic, 
so that it may contribute to the wholesome development of the note 
issue system of the said bank. The contract concerning the said 
advance of the loan was signed between the Bank of Japan and the 
Central Resetve Bank of China today.” The outline of the contract 
is as follows: (1) The Bank of Japan advances a loan amounting to 
100,000,000 in Japanese money to the Central Reserve Bank of China 
for a period of five years. (2) The Central Reserve Bank of China 
pays the interests on the said loan at the rate of 3.5 pet cent. per a 
num. (3) The Central Reserve Bank of China may redeem the sai 
loan at any time within the said period of redemption. (4) The 
term of redemption may be renewed upon mutual agreement of the 
high contracting patties. Finance Minister Okinori Kaya comment- 
ing on the advance of loan from the Bank of Japan to the Central 
Reserve Bank said that the present measure signified a tangible 
example of what the new order in financing within the greater East 
Asia co-ptosperity sphere should be like. The present loan, he con- 
tinued, has nothing to do with that of last year, the new loan having 
been decided in order to help facilitate the wholesome development of 
the currency system of the Nanking Government. 
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The principle regarding the formulation of the State budget for the 
1943-44 fiscal year has been decided. ‘This 
Principle for New is epoch-making in the history of State 
3 a aera finance. It was customary for the Cabinet 
to decide just one principle for budget formulation some time in July 
or August. This time it has adopted a new form called the outline 
for the control of the important items in addition to one basic principle. 
In other words, the State budget has come to be compiled in accordance 
with two basic considerations. It embodies in detail the gist of the 
fundamental financial and banking measures. It aims at (1) giving 
** priority to the deliberation and planning of vital national measures ” 
and (2) facilitating the determination of the part of the funds, materials 
and labour that are to be used by the Government in the national mobi- 
lization plan. The budget for the important items that are to be ac- 
corded priority in discussion and planning will mainly centre around 
the items needed for new enterprises. In the 1942-43 State budget, the 
Government’s financial resources have been set at 3745,000,000,000 and 
the Government’s financial demand at ¥¥24,000,000,000. The 1943-44 
budget will be compiled on the basis of prior and deliberate calculation. 
Simultaneously, the same principle will be applied to the calculation 
relative to commodities and labour. 


The Government will shortly promulgate a Cabinet ordinance pertain- 


ok Oe ing to the revision of regulations for the 
Nile Reg tndustics designation of key industries, a decision 
having been reached by the Government 

offices concerned regarding the key industries for which control as- 
sociations ate to be established based on the second designation 
According to the decision, the industries to be subjected to the secdnd 
designation will include those for light metals, chemicals, rubber, hides 
and skins, oil and fats and fibres. The warehouse due wall be 
excluded from the list of such industries contrary to ex aaah 
In tegard to the fibre industry, four control Bae i 2 will be 
established, namely, control association for cotton and staple fibr . 
control association for silk and rayon, control association f : at 
and control association for hemp. Consequently, the numb if an 
trol ee to be established in connection ‘with the ne 
signation by the Commerce and Industr Minist i se 
Inasmuch as the nine control associations ie i stares 
Romanian 30¢. e to be established in addi- 
y complete the reorganization of the eco- 
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nomic structure into the new economic order. Setting a new example, 
the projected Chemical Industry Control Association will create seven 
departments including a chemical fertilizer department. Although the 
Light Metal Control Association and the Oil and Fats Control Associa- 
tion alone will comprise overseas industrialists as their members from 


the beginning, it is understood that the other associations will follow 
suit. 


Japan’s industrial efforts for the increase of electric power supply 
ae 5. wee will be concentrated on the construction 
ee pe of new hydro-electric power plants of 
medium-size (between 10,000 and 30,000 
k.w.) with all equipment geared to meet the volume of flowing water 
at the mean standard instead of at the maximum quantity available in a 
given river. This is the highlight of a decision made by the Power 
Board in connection with its plan of developing hydro-electric power 
during the 1942-43 fiscal year. The board will shortly instruct the 
Japan Power Generation and Transmission Company to prepare for 
the development of new power resources. The new policy has three 
features: (1) Japan’s electric power development policy has always 
attached importance to the development of hydro-electric power re- 
soutces, the construction of steam power plants having always been 
treated as an auxiliary measure. (z) Priority will be given to the con- 
struction of medium-sized water power plants whose capacity varies 
between 10,000 and 30,000 k.w. Large plants are better, but their 
construction takes a long period, while medium-sized plants can be 
finished within a shorter period and can be operated economically. 
(3) The view has hitherto held sway in Japan’s power circles that 
hydro-electric power plants should be so designed as to utilize the flow 
of water at its maximum on the ground that it is most economical that 
way. Consequently, power plants in this country are designed so that 
they may be operated fully only when the flow of water is at its 
maximum, 


Stone statues of Buddha and of Hindu mythological deities secured 
from Angkor Vat in French Indo-China, will 

ne Statues be added to the collection of the Imperial 
Museum, Tokyo, in exchange for Japan’s 

att works. The idea of exchanging art objects was conceived by the 
Society for International Cultural Relations and the Director of the 
Yuandong School, when the former’s representative visited French 
Indo-China last year. The school had already completed the selection 
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of articles to be forwarded to Japan and it only remained for Japan 
to specify the articles to be sent to French Indo-China, when the 
Pacific wat broke out. The plan was dropped for some time, but 
with the repulsion of American, British and Dutch influences by the 
Japanese forces and also on account of the ever-increasing enthusiasm 
of the inhabitants to study Japanese culture, the French Indo-China 
authorities have again taken up the matter, asking for an exchange of 
atticles. French Indo-China will send to this country Buddhist stone 
images and Hindu deities from Angkor Vat which were built al- 
most 1,000 yeats ago in Cambodia by the Khmers, while the Imperial 
Museum of Tokyo will send some 31 articles, including orthodox 
Japanese landscape pictures painted by Norinobu Kano, great painter 
of former days. The exchange will be effected by the first available 


mail. When they arrive, these articles will be exhibited at the Im- 
perial Museum. 
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By SHIGHETOMO SAYEGUSA 


INCE the dawn of time, the world has been undergoing 
periodic changes to facilitate the fruition of new conditions. 
International metamorphosis, therefore, should be viewed as a 
natural order of things in consonance with the spirit of the times. 
The current determination of the Axis Powers to establish a 
new otder in the world is the natural urge for renovation of a 
large section of international populace. It seems that a tfe- 
organization of the world fabric is needed to give new directions 
to the maintenance of human fellowship and harmony. The 
old structure is no longer acceptable, for it has become too 
antiquated to be of service to the resurgence activities of the 
totalitarian nations. 

In the remote past, human beings were proportionately 
distributed among six continents. They conributed their shares 
toward the evolution of the world. The most noteworthy sign 
was that each section of the human community carried on its 
task in its proper place, and for that reason no particular section 
of the community was able to monopolize international ad- 
ministration. This state of affairs even remained when the 
growth of Mediterranean civilization brought about an era of 
mutual intercourse between northern Africa, western Asia and 
eastern Eutope. But with the upsurgence of a renaissance move- 
ment after the stagnant Middle Ages, imperialistic States began 
to make headway in diverse parts of the world. These States, 
acquiting power, created conditions highly beneficial to them, 
with the result that international equilibrium became unbalanced. 

The invention of the navigator’s compass led to a political 


1279 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


and mercantile revolution, and the “Eastward Ho!” of 
European nations became an accomplished fact. Stimulated 
by Matco Polo’s accounts of his adventures in China, Christopher 
Columbus, Ferdinand Magellan and Vasco da Gama undertook 
long voyages to unknown waters and discovered new continents, 
opened a trade route to India and secured colonies for Spain 
and Portugal, then most progtessive countries in the world. 
This not only caused a division in the world otdetr, but an Euro- 
peanization of the administrative fabric of Asia became tolerably 
possible. Later on, the Europeanized order of the wotld be- 
came a conctete teality with the solidification of the British 
Empite and of the Monroe Doctrine of the United States in 
the Western Hemisphere. Passing through gradual stages, it 
has now become the Anglo-Saxon or “ democtatic? order of 
the world, and in consequence, Japan, Germany and Italy ate 
Opposing it to develop a new international order on the basis 
of regional inter-dependence. 

The shipping Toutes not only to the New World, but also to 
Australia and India were all opened by Portuguese or Spaniards. 


colonies ; whereas Japan and 


Tt may be said that the Meijj Restoration of 168 took 
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place, because Japan found it absolutely necessary to revamp its 
own life to safeguard its position in the world amidst a quagmire 
of Western sophistry. To a certain extent, it can be likened to 
the Kémmu Restoration of 1334 which was effected by the 
Emperor Godaigo. With the start of the Meiji era, Japan deter- 
mined itself to keep pace with the march of international progress 
mainly for the purpose of insuring self-existence and national 
advancement. Consequently, it had to fit in with the Euro- 
peanized world order. But the moment it found that the time had 
come to launch a renovation movement in East Asia to prepare 
the ground for establishing a new regional order there, it un- 
hesitatingly took up that task, disregarding the intrigues and 
interference of the Anglo-Saxon oligarchy. Japan’s present 
policy of creating a mutual ptosperity sphere in greater East 
Asia is quite in accord with its earlier renovation movement. 

The Europeanization of the world underwent a striking 
change in 1588, when the joint Spanish and Portuguese hegemony 
disappeared together with the destruction of the invincible 
Spanish Armada. ‘This followed a period of scramble for 
colonies in Europe, and ultimately England became the strongest 
imperialist Power. The new European imperialism, chiefly 
sponsored by London, resulted in the complete division of the 
world by the end of the nineteenth century. Thus Britain 
came to possess overseas colonies 140 times greater than its 
own territory, Belgium 80 times, the Netherlands 58 times 
and France and Portugal, each 22 times. Britain’s territorial 
possessions alone amounted to more than a quarter of the total 
land surface of the earth. If the territories of China, Brazil, 
the United States and the Soviet Union are added to them, it 
will be seen that the three-fourth of the world area is under the 
control of the Anglo-Saxon group of nations, while the remaining 
one-fourth is divided among sixty-eight countries. Italy has 
only 2.7 per cent. of the entire land surface of the earth, Japan 
0.5 pet cent. and Germany 0.39 per cent. 

Quite apart from the territorial issue, the economic arrange- 
ment is decidedly unsatisfactory. Britain, France, the United 
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States and the Soviet Union together monopolize 85 per cent. 
of the available natural resources of the world, the remaining 
15 pet cent. being distributed among some seventy countries. 
This is the reason why the antagonism between the “‘ haves,” 
who ate anxious to maintain the s/atws quo, and the “ have-nots,” 
who are grimly determined to break it, has been brought into a 
bold relief against the background of international kaleidoscope. 
The economic nationalism of the Axis nations, which ate 
suffering from “ have-not” conditions, although envisages a 
social landslide or revolution, does not really entertain any im- 
perialistic ambition, for it desires to organize corporate living 
based on mutual understanding and reliance. This shows 
that the Axis aim of developing a new order in the world is 
not in any tespect imperialistic like the international hegemony 
ideal of the Anglo-Saxon “ Democracies.” 

Great Britain is a small insular country with a population 
of 45,000,000 ; yet it rules more than a quarter of the globe 
containing one-fourth portion of the human tace. It has 
obtained this supreme position by successfully executing its 
long-standing expansionist policy—territorial, political and 
economic. It is, therefore, the main pillar of the “ democratic ” 
=e -sided imperialist 
set-up of spoilation. The Axis design of a new world order 
ican imperialistic 
manipulations, so that international community could live and 


ouses a dense population, 
patsely populated. It is 
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international world shipping routes and communication lanes. 
Beeause of this stern fact international economy has long been 
identified with British economy. The British Empire, which 
takes in a quarter of the world area and one-fourth of the world 
population, has debarred the remaining three-fourth of the 
world population, that is, 1,700,000,000 people, from contracting 
good-neighbourly economic intercourse with it. 

As an aftermath of the Ottawa Trade Agreements, British 
Empite economy became so co-ordinated that the nations which 
were not favoured by Britain found it exceedingly difficult to 
conduct their commercial operations and acquisition of raw 
materials in a just and reasonable manner. Moreover, Britain, 
America, France, the Netherlands and Belgium jointly formed an 
economic b/oc of theit own to control international commerce to 
their advantage. Such a reactionary conservative attitude com- 
pelled other capitalistic countries to implement countet-measures 
for self-existence. Balked by the Anglo-Saxon clique, Japan, 
Germany and Italy found themselves in straitened circumstances 
to catty on international buying and selling operations. Hence, 
they realized that unless they exerted their respective influence 
in their legitimate spheres their self-existence woud be imperilled. 
In view of this realization, an Axis-“‘ Democracy ” showdown 
became inevitable ; and the Axis Powers are now endeavouring 
theit utmost to secure the final eclipse of the intrusive Anglo- 
American capitalist-imperialism from their legitimate spheres 
as a means to usher in a new otder in the world. 

The United States propounded the Monroe Doctrine as a 
pute and simple measure of checking outside interference in 
the affairs of the Americas. At first, it was directed against the 
colonial policy of Czarist Russia and external interference 
in the growth of republicanism in Ibero-America. It has to 
be admitted that in the past it made a great contribution to the 
maintenance of peace in the Western Hemisphere. This was 
due to the economic self-sufficiency of the United States, the 
expansion of its industrial and naval power, the development of 
its Caribbean policy and the pan-American solidarity, the evolu- 
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tion of its dollar diplomacy and economic imperialism and the 
placing of the French possessions in South America under the 
joint custody of the countries in the Western Hemisphere. Gta- 
dually, Washington’s Monroeism began to intermeddle in the 
internal affairs of the Latin American nations. Finally, it 
became the yardstick to measute the extent of the so-called 
repercussion of an external conflict. Consequently, its Caribbean 
policy has now gone beyond the proper limits casting aside 
non-interventionism, the guiding principle of the original 
Monroe Doctrine. 

It is a recognized fact that the territories north of the Panama 
Canal are within the living space of the United States. Therefore, 
a pan-American harmony in that part of the world is quite reason- 
able, but such a scheme cannot be forcefully carried out in 
Latin Ametica in distegard of its policies concetnig external 
intercourse and relations. Should the United States be allowed 
to impose its own will on South America, it would mean the ac- 
ceptance of Washington’s full control over the Western Hemi- 
sphere, which takes in one-third of the land surface of the world. 
Furthermore, such an acceptance would not facilitate the develop- 
ment of a new order in Europe and another in greater East 
Asia. For this reason alone, the Axis Powets has to oppose 
the imposition of Washington’s imperialism on Latin Ametica. 
Significantly enough, American imperialism is dreaded by South 
America as the “ Yankee peril.” This is another reason why 
Latin America should be allowed to form a free and independent 


unit of the envisaged new world order under the leadership of 
Argentina, Chile and Brazil. € leadership o 


by effecting a union between the Unite 
Empire. The Axis P 
eliminate it, especially 
before those of other nat 
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Doctrine, which lays down non-interference in external affairs, 
is acceptable to the Axis nations, but they cannot certainly submit 
to the present Rooseveltian dressing of it, because it is imperial- 
istic and aggressive. 

The outcome of the first World War was the firm entrench- 
ment of Anglo-Saxon hegemony in the flow of international life. 
Getmany was deprived of its virility, while Japan followed the 
course of America’s Far Eastern policy ; France becamelethargic 
and the newly organized Soviet Union became too engrossed 
in rehabilitating the country in pursuance of its new Bolshevik 
doctrine. In the midst of these cross-curtents, a rivalry between 
Britain and the United States made its apperance. Fortunately, 
however, the timely recognition of the fact by either country 
that mutual co-operation would go a long way to perfect the 
Anglo-Saxon domination of the world caused both nations to 
come to a working arrangement. And this heralded the era of 
Anglo-American joint purpose, which displayed its full power 
soon after the start of the European wat in September, 1939. 
British naval and ait bases in the Western Hemisphere were 
exchanged for over-age American destroyers, the Lease-Lend 
Act was enforced and the Atlantic Charter issued. With the 
outbreak of the Pacific war, the London-Washington collabora- 
tion in every field of activity became so smooth sailing that an 
Anglo-American union began to materialize to replenish the 
total war efforts of the “‘ Democracies.” 

Now that both Britain and the United States have lost their 
suptemacy in Europe and in greater East Asia, they have strength- 
ened the bonds of their union which represents a profit-making 
community, comprising 150,000,000 members, of which 45,000,- 
ooo ate Britons and the rest Americans. Despite the war rever- 
ses, these two countries are still attaching importance to their 
own interests, and so they are manifesting their selfish opposition 
to the ideal of corporate living of the totalitarian nations. The 
statesmen of both countries are loudly agitating for the forma- 
tion of an international ‘‘ democratic ” front to make the world 
“safe for democracy.” The United States is advertising its 
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tole as “the aresnal for the Democracies,” ignoring its own 
conception of isolationsim embodied in the Monroe Doctrine. 
However, the brilliant military victories achieved by the armed 
forces of Japan, Germany and Italy have made the “ democratic ” 
order so feeble that it is finding no means to obstruct the steady 
development of a totalitarian new order in the world. 
The pluto-“ democratic” imperialism of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can nations is no longer a force of reckonable importance, es- 
pecially when their international capitalist system is fast crum- 
bling. In their opposition to the Axis Powers, they placed 
reliance on their capitalist strength aided and abetted by Jewish 
financiers. They invested large sums of money in international 
markets to spike the ascendancy of Axis commercialism. More- 
over, they thought that the totalitarian nations, suffering from 
economic scatcity and monetary difficulty, would not attempt 
to overturn the van of Anglo-Saxon capitalist-imperialism. But 
now they have been rudely awakened to acknowledge how utter- 
ly they had misjudged the extent of the militant power of Japan, 
Germany and Italy. Consequently, it is they who are now feeling 
the pinch of economic shortage, while the Axis nations are busy 
constructing their respective regional Spheres in order to 
teorganize the world on a new foundation. 

The formation of the League of Nations as a natural con- 
comitant of the Versailles Peace Award enabled Britain and its 
ally, the United States, to make Pteparations for dominating the 
world under an international “ democratic ” system of their own 
design. On the other hand, the patt played by Woodrow 
Wilson and Lord Grey in its organization foreshadowed the 
coming of an Anglo-American union to thwart the emergence 
ded ao te rape es of pac at oe 
of the status quo in favour of a neta 2 pene itch 
joint leadership of Britain and i eo ae 

: € United States. The latter 


because it 
vations, wanted a free hand to shape 
its policy of capitalist-imperialist domination, simultaneously 
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keeping up a close liaison with Britain. Asa result of the over- 
whelming influence of the “Democtacies” on the League 
machinery, Japan, Germany and Italy found themselves relegated 
to the background. And when the Sino-Japanese dispute in 
connection with the Manchurian affair was taken up by the 
League Council to award its own verdict, Japan visualized not 
only the need of severing its connection with the Geneva inter- 
national fabric, but also of making preparations to resist the 
further extension of the Anglo-Saxon incursion in this part of 
the world. Then with the formation of the Rome-Berlin Axis, 
Tokyo aligned itself with it and a struggle for a new world 
ordered followed. 

The unfair Versailles Peace Treaty is the foundation-stone 
of the “democratic” world order, which is now being dismantled 
by the Axis Powers. It took away from Germany all its overseas 
colonies and imposed on it harsh reparation and disarmament 
terms. Moreover, the treaty provisions made Germany an 
isolated country in Europe, and the “ democratic ” group of 
nations perpetuated a European peace fabric, by creating new 
States in accordance with the so-called principle of racial self- 
determination. As a sequel to this injustice, national socialism 
gtew up in Germany, and Chancellor Hitler came into power 
to voice the necessity of having a new totalitarian order in 
Europe as a means to demolish the exploiting structure of the old 
order. Consequently, the European war broke out as an attempt 
onthe part of Nazi Germany to create conditions for its eman- 
cipation from the stranglehold of the Anglo-Saxon “ demo- 
cracy ”’ on the one hand and safeguard its expansion in its legiti- 
mate sphere on the other. Later on, the same reason motivated 
Japan to declare war on the United States and Britain. There- 
fore, it is clear that the totalitarian unity of purpose has been 
achieved, because all the Axis nations suffering from identical 
disadvantages have determined themselves to put back America 
and Britain in their proper places. 

Although the Bolshevik revolution in Russia under the 
auspices of the International Communist Party succeeded in 
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setting up a Communist administration, the present Soviet 
régime, itis apparent, is steadily reverting to mono-State socia- 
lism. The International Communist Party, with its headquarters 
in Soviet Russia and branches in vatious countries of the world, 
and the Soviet Government are two different things. The former 
exists for the putpose of disseminating Communist ideologies 
in foreign countries, while the latter represents the authoritative 
administrative body in the country. 
It is the Third International which was at the back of 
the Communist-Republican struggle during the recent Spanish 
Civil War. It is also exercising a significant influence over the 
Chinese Communist Party. Therefore, at present it has to be 
recognized as an instrument of the old order of the world which 
is opposing the growth of new world order. On the other hand, 
it has to be acknowledged that the Soviet Union itself is gradually 
veering toward State capitalism or social Communism to develop 
its Own cotpotate society. Hence, it is obvious that Soviet 
Russia has no inseparable ideological connection with the Intet- 
national Communist Party; in fact, it is a highly materialistic 
totalitarian State headed by Premier Josef Stalin. Its current 
alliance with the “Democracies” may be regarded as a tem- 
porary arrangement during wartime exigencies. But when 
peace is restored it is likely that it will shape its new policy in 
consonance with the spirit of the post-war international order. 
its eae nice : ae aga on ie : 
desire to maintain the old eee _ h sr ee signifying hae 
War a century ago, the struct Z ms Mae ee ae 
undergone revolutionary fe ae Be = dryers conan 
nations to acquire privileges ae ae ae 
instituting a capitalistimperialist systera in Ching, oe etiaives 
foreign concessions, convention Hiatt an China, it obtained 
extraterritoriality, the tight of navi etapa Hime 
Sdmisiuion of thé saints « gation in inland waters and 
Sch ustoms. Then C Russia 
and Germany joined the trace for securi ea ee 
consequence that China was continelled'vo.b2 pataleges: with the 
O gtant to foreign Powers 
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lease on its territory, mining and railway concessions and the 
tight to station troops in selected parts of its domain. Japan, 
viewing this state of affairs with alarm, tried its best to safeguard 
its own existence and the integrity of East Asia within the limited 
means then at its disposal. The Sino-Japanese and the Russo- 
Japanese Wars revealed its earnestness in that direction. At 
this psychological moment, the United States enunciated its 
policy of equal opportunity and open door in China, guarantee- 
ing the territorial integrity of the continent ; and thus a new 
disturbing element was introduced to nibble at the stability of 
East Asia. 

Following the Tsingtao campaign, which occurred in the 
initial stage of the last World War, third Power capitalist- 
imperialism, especially that of Britain and the United States, 
began to gtow into prominence in China. This clashed with the’ 
policy of Japan, ultimately leading to the straining of relations 
between Tokyo and Washington. It is no exaggeration to say 
that the Manchurian affair and the current unfortunate Sino- 
Japanese hostilities broke out as reactions to the decisions of 
the Washington Conference, which adopted the Nine-Power 
Treaty to facilitate the execution of America’s Far Eastern 
policy, and the Four-Power Tieaty and the Naval Parity together 
with an Anti-War Pact to deprive Japan of its right to maintain 
its influence in China and other parts of East Asia. 

America’s Far Eastern policy is the counterpart of its South 
American policy, both being based on capitalist-imperialism. For 
this reason, it is opposing Japan’s continental expansion, and 
since it has made a common cause with the Comintern, it is natural 
to assume that it is manipulating to create a division in China to 
keep up the resistance capacity of Yen-an against Japan. It is 
also America which indirectly fomented and is now supporting 
the anti-Japanese front of both Chungking and Yen-an in order 
to hinder the return of normalcy in East Asia. It is crystal 
clear that the United States is wilfully interfering in the affairs 
of East Asia, ignoring its own lofty principle of hemispheric 
unity, for it is extremely anxious that the old order in this part 
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of the globe should remain in force, so that it can continue to 
pursue its own policy of capitalist-imperialism. In view of this 
fact, it has become incumbent on Japan to strive for creating 
a new East Asiatic order as one wing of the international 
totalitarian order. 
President Roosevelt is now championing the cause of 
General Chiang Kai-shek not because he is interested to see 
China resume its international position as a full-fledged sovereign 
nation, but because he is resolved to utilize him to hinder the 
restoration of Sino-Japanese peace. This is the reason why 
the Sino-Japanese hostilities have become a tragic civil war in 
East Asia, and Japan has been compelled against its wishes to 
seek the total destruction of the Chungking régime to develop 
a sphere of. mutual prosperity embracing greater East Asia. 
The Pacific war, in which the China affair has been merged, would 
not have broken out had the Roosevelt Government taken 
a tealistic view of the conditions in East Asia and formulated 
a conciliatory policy to normalize the situation there. 
a eee oe ee made ie serve as a pawn of the old world 
ty is ully demonstrated by the Opium 
War, the reduction of Peking and Tientsin by the combined 


Anglo-French forces, the triple intervention in connection with 
the application of the Shimo 


for the division of China throu 


of the Atlantic Charter. All these histor 
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Asiatic people are the best judge to decide what form of mutual 
relations should exist among the different East Asiatic countries. 
Neither Britain nor America has any plausible ground to manifest 
Opposition to their decision, which upholds the desirability of 
constructing a co-prosperity sphere in greater East Asia. 

The old order of the world of the “ Democracies,” which 
has lasted more than four centuries, is no longer compatible 
with the new spirit of regional harmony of today. Its funda- 
mental basis is untenable, for it seeks to dominate other nations 
by instituting a system of self-centred exploitation. As against 
this, the projected Axis order in the world aims at giving each 
nation its proper place, developing mutual reliance and pro- 
spetity without domination and exploitation. Professor Chikao 
Fujisawa explains that the ‘‘ democratic” order of the United 
States and Britain is being advocated “‘ prompted by the desire 
to enjoy a highly developed economy at the expense of the majori- 
ty of peoples of the world whom they intend to dominate and 
exploit with the least vestige of justification.” It is absolutely 
impossible that the totalitarian nations, which are trying to 
make brighter and better the prospect of the world community, 
can submit to this design of the Anglo-American oligarchy. 

The first World War was waged, because great many nations, 
including Japan, believed that after its termination a just peace 
would develop in the world, permitting each nation to conduct 
its activities in its proper place. But the Anglo-American 
manipulations created a peace fabric which gave them unlimited 
power to establish an international hegemony of their own. 
Therefore, it became evident that sooner or later another world 
upheaval would occur as an attempt to reorganize the interna- 
tional fabric on a basis of mutual give and take. This is the 
reason why the Axis struggle against “ Democracy ” is continu- 
ing to attain that objective, so that the world would ultimately 
witness the establishment of a totalitarian order—just and 
dependable. 
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By YOSHITARO KUSUYAMA 


HE attention of international public is focussed on the 
ptogtess of the German-Soviet war, which has necessitated 
the need of opening of a second front on the part of the United 
Nations. The Soviet Union is urging both Britain and the 
United States to form a second wat zone in Europe in order 
to relieve the German pressute on the eastern front. Although 
the Anglo-American nations realize the strategic importance 
of such an action, their present adverse position is wholly 
unfavourable for undertaking a venture of that nature. Nazi 
circles are firmly emphatic in theit opinion that it is impossible 
for the United Nations to form a second front in Europe. 
Yet President Roosevelt has declared that a second front will 
be organized by the Allies in the course of this yeat. 

If the term, second front, is viewed as a common noun in 
tespect of the current global war, General Chiang Kai-shek may 
tegard the Pacific war front as a second front set up by the 
United Nations against Japan. Even Germany and Italy may 
construe it in the same light, particularly when Japan is a 
potential partner of the Axis nations in their armed struggle 
against the “democratic” bloc. But the general conception is 
that the projected second front of the Allies is mainly for the 
putpose of giving effective assistance to the Soviet Union. ‘This 
is the reason why the term has come to be popularly used in 
connection with the German-Soviet war. 

_ The war front in eastern Eutope, which extends over 2,000 
ae cee is called the Getman-Soviet 
Abeta cf : - But it becomes the western front when it 
at trom the Soviet angle. Hence, it would be proper 
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to designate it as the Getman-Soviet front. It does not matter 
much where and how the second front will be formed. What 
is required is the opening of fresh hostilities at a strategic point 
to divert a large body of Riech troops from the German-Soviet 
front. It is possible that Britain and America may try to organize 
a second front in western Europe for that purpose, but, from 
the strategical point of view, it may not be necessary to limit 
its locality to western Europe only. 

On June 22, 1941, when the Nazi forces matched into Soviet 
territory, Britain was at once provided with a most needed 
Opportunity to effect a rapprochement with Communist Russia, and 
it swiftly concluded a military agreement with the latter. The 
German Wehrmacht opened hostilities with such tetrific attacks 
and speed that as early as July, the same year, the Kremlin began 
to make earnest appeals to Britain for the formation of a second 
European front to divert the concentrated fury of relentless 
Nazi onslaughts. Later on, under instructions from Premier 
Josef Stalin, the Soviet Government made repeated requests to 
the British Government to that end, but as the latter was too 
busy then to reorganize its home defence against a possible Ger- 
man Offensive, it resorted to the tactics of gagner le temps. Fot- 
tunately, with the arrival of “General Winter,” a temporary 
stalemate occurred on the eastern front, which disappeared with 
the resumption of German offensives against the Red Army in 
the spring. 

Whereas the Nazi attacks against the Soviet soldiery are 
being conducted in clockwork precision, the second front project 
of the Allies has hitherto failed to make any slight progress. 
In the latter part of May, Soviet Foreign Commissar Molotov, 
who has never been abroad except his trip to Berlin a couple of 
years ago, visited London and Washington to appeal personally 
to Prime Minister Churchill and President Roosevelt for the 
formation of a second front. Despite M. Molotov’s persuasion, 
Britain has made no commitment in public with regard to it, 
although President Roosevelt has announced his readiness to 
do so within the course of this year. 
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Up to now Britain has staged no less than six unsuccessful 
commando operations in Europe. The first was on the French 
coast on November 24, last year, while the second was on 
February 28, this year. On both these two occasions Britain 
attempted to land parachute troops on the northern French coast. 
The third attempt was made on March 28, when it tried to land 
effectives at Saint Nazaire. It not only lost hundreds of men 
in action, but also suffered the destruction of one destroyer, 
four torpedo-boats and nine other vessels. The fourth and fifth 
attempts were respectively made at Boulogne on April 23 and 
at another place on the English Channel on June 24 with small 
bodies of forces. The sixth attempt, which was made at Dieppe 

and its neighbourhood on August 17 was perhaps the largest 
commando operation hitherto undertaken by Britain. A powet- 
ful contingent comprising British, American and dominon 
troops and supported by tank units and a mechanized force 
landed at Dieppe, but the German forces within a very short 
time repulsed the invasion taking a large toll of prisoners and 
killed. All these failures have proved that German defence 

fortifications on the French coast ate quite formidable. 
Britain must be fully aware that Germany has removed the 
Maginot Line fortifications to the coastal region of France, and 
that a million and a half to two million German troops have been 
detailed along the coast from Norway in the north to the Franco- 
Spanish border in the south to checkamte any British attempt of 
invasion. In view of the fact that the British stratagey at Dieppe 
was featured by a close co-operation and co-ordination among 
the Navy and Royal air force and also that several divisions of 
troops were standing by aboard thirty-five transports, Germany 
apparently regarded the abortive attempt as a large-scale eX- 
pedition to secure a base of operation on the continent. ‘The 
fag aie Meee Co me Allied populace, 
mando operation Colonel Le rales ee 
ouls Mount-Batten, leader of 


the hit-and-run opetation, ascribed the failure to the isolation 


of his attacking force from the fesetve units. His explanation 
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no doubt sounds true, but the fact remains that the Allied forces 
found it impossible to carry out a landing operation in the 
face of superior German defence. 
Having realized the inability of its armed forces to dislodge 
German ttoops from any sector of the coastal region, Britain 
is now tesorting to indiscriminate air bombardment to sustain 
the morale of its people. Of late the Royal air force from time 
to time had been launching large-scale attacks on Cologne, 
Mainz and other towns on the Rhine. Its claim that each raid 
was undertaken by 1,100 to 1,400 planes is rather exaggerated. 
Germany estimates that the number of R.A.F. planes participat- 
ing in each raid was between 200 to 300. The correct figure 
for each raid may probably be somewhere between 500 and 
600 which represents a compromise between the British and 
German claims. It may be that in conducting these air assaults, 
Britain is desirous of impressing on its Allies, especially Soviet 
Russia, that it is diverting a considerable body of German 
warplanes from the eastern front. This means that it is trying 
to show that it has already set up an aerial second front. The 
truth is that British aerial operations are not in any way reflecting 
on the schedule of German operations on the eastern front. 
Therefore, British air raids on Germany should be viewed as 
mote political in character than military in outlook. 

An interesting explanation of the second front was given by 
Randolph Churchill, son of the British Prime Minister, when 
he tecently visited the United States. He said: “The second 
front has already been established, that is, in North Africa.” 
His view is, indeed, far-fetched because of the fact that it is Italy 
and Germany which have started the North African offensive, 
while the British forces in Egypt ate desperately trying to defend 
theit position. Moreover, since the Italo-German forces are 
extending their fields of operation in North Africa, it would be 
inappropriate to think that an offensive front, let alone the 
question of a second front in North Africa, has been created by 
Britain. 

The second front in Europe in a true sense must be one 
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which is powerful and extensive enough to divert the German 
military pressure on the Red Army to a different war zone. 
If that is so, the British defence of Egypt cannot come under 
the orthodox category of the second front. On the other hand, 
British defence manipulation in North Africa cannot under any 
circumstance be of assistance to Soviet Russia, for it cannot 
bring about a condition entailing the transference of a portion 
of German troops from the Soviet front to elsewhere. It is, 
therefore, obvious that the question of a second front in North 
Africa is of no value so far as the German-Soviet hostilities 

are concerned. 
The difficulties which Britain is facing to establish a second 
front are clearly pointed out by the influential London magazine 
Economist. It says that the shortage of shipping bottoms, in- 
feriority of the air force, necessity for maintaining a far-flung 
wat front covering British dominions and colonies and the urgent 
need of protecting the British Isles from invasion are the major 
causes which are hampering the formulation of a strong second 
front plan. It adds that it is impossible for Britain at this junc- 
tute to bear any heavy loss in man-power, especially when suf- 
ficient number of American troops have not yet crossed the 
Atlantic, without whom extensive military operations could 
not be undertaken with a view to Opening a second front. It 
also acknowledges that the German defence fortifications on 
the western front are perfect, and that Germany has acquited 
extraordinary strength in Europe by controlling all strategic 
and industrial centres. All these factors lucidly disclose Britain’s 
utter inability to aid the Soviet Union by setting up a second 

front. 

ee ire oe is sincerely anxious to 
still exists a political ieee rei eee ne sree 
the latter. A most salient Bok OMA as eee ahaha 
N point is Lady Astor, a member 


of Parliament. In her fecent address delj 
elivered at Oldham, 
she attacked the Soviet Union, assetting : “Tt is ths height of 


folly to indulge in an idle fancy that the Soviet Union is fighting 
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for Britain. The Soviet Union pays no consideration at all 
to the interests of Britain or America. Red Russia is fighting 
only for the defence of its country.” Het criticism implied that it 
would be useless to form a second front in aid of Soviet Russia. 
No wonder that her remarks were vehemently denounced by 
the Government and people of Britain. Though this outburst 
of Lady Astor made no impression on the British people and 
theit Government, it has to be admitted that there are certain 
political quarters which are not inclined to be reconclined with 
Bolshevist Russia. This is another factor, however minor it 
may be, that has influenced the British Government to pursue 
to some extent a tepid attitude toward the second front question. 

Some time ago, Prime Minister Churchill visited Moscow 
and assured Premier Stalin of all possible British assistance. 
That his assurance failed to satisfy the demands of the Red 
Muscovy is apparent from the dispatch of Wendell Willkie by 
President Roosevelt as his personal emissary to Premier Stalin. 
Prime Minister Churchill in his discussion with Premier Stalin 
may not have referred only to the second front question, but 
may have covered a comprehensive list of subjects bearing on 
the situation of the entire world. Wendell Willkie’s talk with 
Premier Stalin is most likely to give concentrated attention to 
the second front question attaching secondary importance to 
other problems. 

There are three important Atlantic shipping lanes through 
which the United States can send war materials to Britain. One 
is northern route v/¢ Greenland and Iceland, another a central 
coutse 27a Bermuda and the Azores and the thitd a southern one 
to Europe via the Cape Verde Islands. Of these three shipping 
channels, both the Azores and Cape Verde Islands belong to 
Portugal. In case America sends a large body of troops to 
Europe in order to set up a second front in conjunction with 
Britain, it will find it extremely difficult to carry out the necessary 
transportation without the co-operation of Portugal. It may be 
imagined that President Roosevelt has induced Brazil to declare 
war on Germany and Italy for the eventual purpose of winning 
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Portugal to his side. It may also be conjectured that President 
Roosevelt’s present diplomatic manceuvtes ate designed to 
select an invasion outpost on the Iberian Peninsula. Similarly, 
it is within the range of possibilities that Britain’s commando 
operations on the French coast may have been a mete feint to 
divert the German attention from the Iberian Peninsula, which 
President Roosevelt may have chosen as the ideal location for 
a second front in Europe in consultation with Prime Minister 
Churchill. 

It is inconceivable that Chancellor Hitler has not taken 
due note of this aspect of the issue. He may take necessary 
steps against Portugal through Spain before the Anglo-American 
plan can take any material shape. On the other hand, it is highly 
unlikely that Portugal will permit itself to be involved in the 
Axis-“ Democracy” wart by succumbing to the intrigues of 
London and Washington. Considering the whole question in 
this light, it appears that the prospect of organizing a second 
front during this year is not at all feasible. It is also a question 
whether the Anglo-American nations, which are not in a post- 
tion to undertake offensives against Japan, Germany and Italy 
In any wat sector, can possibly establish a second front within 
a teasonable time limit. For the present, the second front 
femains a catch-phrase, in spite of contrary Anglo-American 
declarations. The Axis Powers cannot but regard it as a mete 


political eyewash to make the Soviet Union bear the full brunt 
of the European war. 
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By KATSUJI INAHARA 


REEK philosophy aptly describes man as xé0n politikon. 
The current international conflict can be regarded as 
a clash between two different political conceptions. The 
nationalist agitation, which is now in full swing in India, can 
also be construed as a part of this world upheaval. India is 
trying to reassert its inherent right to shape its national destiny. 
The nationalist uprising there should be viewed as a new libera- 
tion attempt without having any semblance of neologism. The 
Indian nationalists are speaking a patriotic language which has 
a peculiar style of its own—a style which in its broader aspect 
is found to be that of the whole world, easily contemporary 
with all time. 

Aristotle in his Po#tics asserts: “‘ As the State was formed 
to make the life possible, so it exists to make life good.” 
Even today the same view prevails among all modern States. 
But so far as India is concerned, it is seen that Pax Britannica 
has perpetuated an alien system of spoilation there for its own 
good and benefit. Consequently, it is natural that any London- 
made retouched portrait of that nation cannot possibly give the 
Indian nationalists a wholesome satisfaction. They ate no 
longer inclined to submit to the British amplification and fixation 
of a political order in their country, for they are emphatic in 
their demand that Indianism should be the medium which must 
guide the course of national politics and external relations. 

The present struggle in India differs from international 
hostilities in that it is trying to achieve its end without resorting 
to an armed revolution. But the aspiration underlying it, is 
identical with the aspirations of those nations which are opposing 
the domination of an outside imperialism. Therefore, although 
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India’s tone and method of seeking its salvation are different, 
there does not seem to be any dissimilarity in the fundamental 
make-up of its aim, when it is compared with the self-existence 
objectives of other freedom-fighting nations. The Indian 
nationalsts, like Henry Thoreau, implicitly believe that “ the 
soul gives itself alone, original and pure, to the lonely, original 
and pure, who on that condition, gladly inhabits lead and 
speaks through it.” 


Comparatively speaking, India’s patriotism, in a way, is 


unlike the pro patria spirit of world Powers, because it does 
not tevel in glory or acquisition ; hence, it may be called, as 
one American author would have it, “‘ matriotism.”’ India does 
not believe that nationalist agitations can overleap the bounds 
of national traditions, conceptions and ideals. It believes that 
all the intrinsic and long-standing qualities of the nation shall 
have to be co-ordinated for the prupose of resuscitating Indianism 
in its true form, so that it can keep pace with the march of the 
world and universal harmony, for it cannot remain aloof from 
the Zeitgeist. Its spitit at one end is as serene as the Ganges, 
and at the other, as virile as the self-protection urge of Islamism. 
And so, like Walt Whitman, it declares: ‘How can the teal 
body ever die and be buried ? ” 
The current attitude of non-compromise with Britain of 
the Indian nationalists has become a fait accompali owing to 
successive British manceuvtes to deny the Indian nation its right 
of self-determination. Professor L.F.Rushbrook Williams, a 
noted British authority on India, although admits that the ques- 
tion of India’s remaining within the British Commonwealth 
of Nations is dependent on its own choice as 
not think that the “equality of status” as enumerated in the 
Balfour Memorandum or in the recommendation of the report 
of the Intet-Imperial Relations Committee of the 1926 Imperial 
Conference can be applied to India to Settle the issue of Indian 
independence. 
a = ss epee that even sober British intellectuals seem 
ain that an independent India should be an allied State 


a free agent, does 
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of Britain, endorsing all the vital policies of the latter. This 
is why the Balfour Memorandum and the report of the Inter- 
Imperial Relations Committee describe the dominions as 
“autonomous communities within the British Empire, equal in 
status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of 
theit domestic or external affairs, though united by a common 
allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members of 
the British Commonwealth of Nations.” 

This defination of a membet-nation, if extended to India, 
it will be observed that the question of political independence 
of the country as a full-fledged sovereign nation remains 
unanswered. The Indian nationalists rightly argue that the 
acceptance of the “‘ equality of status ” and “‘ common allegiance 
to the Crown” would be tantamount to surrendering the legiti- 
mate tight of India to become a de jure and de facto unit of the 
international polity of nations. They point out that in such 
an event the British Parliament at Westminster would still 
have the formal right to enact laws applicable to India as the final 
authority. Therefore, the attainment by India of ‘‘ dominion 
status,” with its long list of reserve implications of internal 
autonomy and external security, cannot reasonably satisfy the 
aspitation of the nationalists, who are fighting their liberation 
battle in their own way to create a total India.! 

When the European wat broke out in September, 1939, 
His Majesty King George vi in a broadcast said: ‘“‘ There 
may be dark days ahead and war can no longer be confined 
to the battlefield. But we can only do the right as we see the 
tight and reverently commit our cause to God.” However, 
the “our cause” of Britiain failed to see the “right ” of the 
Indian nationalists, when it made India an unwilling partner 
in inter-Power hostilities. The late Mr. Neville Chamberlain, 
then Prime Minister, declared: “We have no quarrel with 
the Getman people, except that they allow themselves to be 
governed by a Nazi Government.” The Indian nationalists, 


1 For the résumé of India’s independence movement, see article, India’s Struggle for 
Freedom, by the writer in May, 1942, issue of Contemporary Japan. 
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’repeating the argument of Mr. Neville a. sa 
“ The Indian people have no quarrel with the British people, 
but they will not tolerate the continuance of a British Raj in 
their country.” That the Indian nationalists voiced their 
resentment against British manipulations by confining themselves 
within the pale of justness and reason 1s obviously transparent. 
At that time, Mr. N.H.Brailsford, a well-known British journalist, 
writing in the Bombay Chronicle described the Indo-British tussle 
as follows : 


How then did it all begin? In August, large bodies of Indian 

ttoops were sent to Egypt, Aden and Singapore. There was no debate 
about it ; no vote sanctioned it. These men, sent to fight for England 
in foreign lands, were merely pawns moved by a white hand across the 
chequer-board of world politics. Then in one hurried sitting at West- 
minster, six hundred gentlemen, with not a dark skin among them, 
passed an Act placing in the hands of a Scotch nobleman [Lord Linlith- 
gow, Viceroy of India,] at Delhi the most formidable emergency 
powers for the duration of the expected war. Finally, on receipt of 
a telegram from London, Lord Linlithgow proclaimed India a belligerent 
in this war bteween rival European Powers. And so, without the 
consent of their representatives, three hundred million Indians found 
themselves at war... We have challenged their self-respect. Ac- 
cordingly, in a dignified document, the Congress addressed its searching 
questions to the Viceroy. It wanted to know our war aims in relation 
to India and the dependent Empire. It wouldisupport a war for de- 
mocracy and a new world order, but with an imperialist war like the 
last it would have nothing to do. For it, the test was India. It was 
not unreasonable. 


Before the outbreak of the European war, the Congress 
Ministries were functioning in seven out of eleven provinces of 
India. But with the start of the war, the Indian National Con- 
gtess demanded the granting of right to India to formulate its 
own policy toward the belligerent nations, as well as a statutory 
declaration of India’s political freedom. Lord Linlithgow, under 
instructions from London, rejected the Congtess proposal, with the 
result that the Congress Ministries tesigned en bloc and the Con- 
Stess announced that nationalist India would maintain a neutral 
stand, and that it would not support Britain in its war efforts. 
Thus Britain missed the bus on account of its own short-sighted- 
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ness and self-centred notion. Babu Rajendta Prasad, then 
President of the Indian National Congtess, in a letter addtessed 
to Lord Linlithgow mentioned : 


The present crisis has arisen owing to the outbreak of war in 
Europe and the action of the British Government in declaring India 
a belligerent country without the consent of the Indian people. This 
crisis is entirely political and is not related to the communal issue in India. 
It raises vital questions in regard to the war aims of the British Govern- 
ment and the position of India in relation to them. The Congress Work- 
ing Committee, as you are aware, issued a lengthy statement on Septem- 
ber 14, 1939, in which it invited the British Government to declate its 
wat aims, and, in particular, how these aims were going to be applied to 
India and to be given effect to inthe present. It was further stated that 
the Indian people must have the right of self-determination by framing 
their own constitution through a constituent assembly without ex- 
ernal interference and should guide their own policy. On October 10, 
1939, the All-India Congress Committee approved of and endorsed this 
statement and stated that, in the declaration to be made by the British 
Government, India must be declared an independent nation and present 
application should be given to this status ‘to the largest possible extent. 
The committee further added that Indian freedom must be based on the 
full recognition and protection of the rights of all minorities. 


Soon after the clear-cut enunciation of this policy by the 
Congtess, Provincial Congress Committees took steps to give 
effect to it in a constitutional and legal manner. The Indian 
nationalists were asked to maintain an attitude of non-co-opera- 
tion toward the British administration in the country. Even the 
majority of the Provincial Legislative Assemblies feelingly 
debated the British policy of making India a belligerent. The 
following war resolution was excitedly discussed in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the United Provinces : 


This Assembly regrets that the British Government has made India 
a participant in the war between Great Britain and Germany without the 
consent of the people of India, and has further, in complete disregard of 
Indian opinion, passed laws and adopted measures curtailing the powers 
and activities of the Provincial Governments. This Assembly recom- 
mends to the Government to convey to the Government of India and 
through it to the British Government that, in consonance with the avowed 
aims of the present war, it is essential in order to secure co-operation 
of the Indian people that the principle of democracy be applied to 
India and its policy be guided by its people; and that India be 
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regarded as an independent nation entitled to frame its own constitu- 
tion, and further that suitable action be taken insofar as it is 
possible in the immediate present to give effect to that principle in 
regatd to the present governance of India. This Assembly regrets 
that the situation in India has not been rightly understood by His 
Majesty’s Government when authorizing the statement that has been 
made on its behalf in regard to India, and in view of this failure of the 
British Government to meet India’s demand, this Assembly is of the opi- 
nion that the Government cannot associate itself with the British policy. 

The resolution made it plain that nationalist India not only 

resented the British policy of making India a belligerent, but also 
of London’s policy of denying it its legitimate right to frame 
a political constitution in a free manner. It is common know- 
ledge that domination of one country by another incites the 
greed and avarice of other powerful nations, which in their 
turn want to extend their dominions at the cost of the weaker 
people. 

The Indian nationalists are impressive in their opinion 
that there can be no equilibrium in the international order so 
long as a country like India, with a population equal to one-fifth 
of the entire human race, is tied to the charriot wheels of another. 
They add that if violence has to be tolerated and to be resorted 
to, it can be only on the clear understanding that there will be 
no recrudescence of it hereafter, that men will live as brothers, 
and that while every man will be free to serve his neighbout 
and his country, he will also be a citizen of the world. 

Unless the political structure and social order are reorganized 
and security established on a fundamental basis, there can be 
no peace or freedom. This opinion of the Indian nationalists 
discloses to what extent they are interested in rehabilitating 
their way of life as a component part of the world order. Pandit 

Govind Ballabh Pant, a prominent Congress leader, two months 
after the commencement of the European war said that “ the 
freedom of India is bound to come and it must come within a 
short time. But the question is not only of the freedom of 
India, but of the peace of the world and of saving Britain, France, 
a aaa oo States and other countries from future 
Y 4gain upset peace, throw all that may 
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have been achieved through ages into the boiling cauldron.” 

With the progress of the European war, the Indian National 
Congtess began to formulate measures to achieve its end. In 
order to prove to the world that nationalist India is not concerned 
about the war efforts of Britain, it launched an individual civil 
disobedience campaign and urged the people not to enlist them- 
selves as soldiers, technicians and workers for the benefit of 
the British administration in the country and the British military 
command. But when the Pacific war ensued, the attitude of the 
Congress not only became strikingly independent, but more 
than forceful. The cause of this adamantine stand of the Con- 
gress should be traced back to the British refusal to settle the 
issue of Indian independence at the early stage of the European 
wat. 

So long as the European war had been continuing as an 
isolated struggle, the Indian National Congress regarded such a 
conflict as the primary concern of European nations only. But 
the development of war in the Pacific area compelled it to initiate 
measutes to safeguard the security of India, demanding at the 
same time political independence. Consequently, Britain sent the 
Cripps Mission to effect a compromise with the Indian national- 
ists. The failure of the Cripps Mission, firstly, searchlighted 
the fact that nationalist India was not willing under any circum- 
stance to be involved in an understanding which would make the 
nation a participant in warfare, especially when no sincere offer 
was forthcoming from Britain to grant political liberty to it. 
Secondly, its miscarriage conclusively proved that the Indian 
nationalists are not in any wise dependent on Downing Street 
or the Viceroy of India to define their national policy in regard 
to world affairs. 

Soon after this serious British setback, the Congress began 
to formulate measures to make an energetic campaign for 
the total withdrawal of British influence from India. As a 
first step, the Working Committee of the Congress and the 
All-India Congress Committee passed resolutions demanding 
the immediate departure of Britain, and this quit-India demand 
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placed the British administration in the sees ina eta 
position. Then the Congress parley at Bombay adopted Ma natma 
Gandhi’s resolution of immediate withdrawal of Britain, 
which specified the launching of a nation-wide civil disobedience 
campaign to attain that objective. No soonet had the resolution 
been accepted, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, President of the Congress, were 
taken into custody. Their arrest roused the indignation of the 
Indian masses who, without waiting for the start of a systematic 
civil disobedience movement, began to create disturbances to 
dislocate the operation of the British administrative machinery. 
Riots and positive demonstrations began to occur at scattered 
places, and the British authorities, with a view to suppressing 
these outbursts, immediately resorted to all sorts of oppressive 
measures, including shooting and baton-charge. 
Now that almost all the prominent nationalist leaders have 
- been arrested, the situation in India is taking a turn toward 
undisguised mass fury. Although no correct estimation can be 
made from the meagte informations that are filtering through, 
it is safe to assume that a great turmoil is now raging in that 
countty. The fact that the military forces are resorting to 
machine-gun and rifle fire, and even air bombardment, is 
evidence enough that the wrath of the Indian demonstrators 
has been thoroughly roused, chiefly because of the incarceration 
of their prominent leaders and of the exetcise of highly oppres- 
sive measures by the British administration. Already a sizeable 
number of Indian people have been killed and wounded, while 
sttikes, lock-outs and burning down of police-boxes and ad- 
ministrtive buildings, as well as interruption of tram, railway 
and vehicular traffic are sporadically taking place. 
__ A dispassionate survey of the situation in India brings to 
light the fact that it is the British administration which is te- 
sponsible for the outbursts of fury on the patt of the Indian 
masses. By arresting the key leaders of the Congtess, it has at 
once deprived itself of a checking force, which was in a position 
to control the movements of the ordinary populace. The Con- 
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gress ptogtamme of securing the withdrawal of Britain from 
India, as decided at the Bombay parley, does not include any kind 
of violent method. Mahatma Gandhi and his associates clearly 
stated that India would launch a non-violent non-co-operation 
and civil disobedience movement to secure India’s political 
separation from Britain. But now that Britain has ignored the 
just and peaceful programme of the Congress, it has become con- 
fronted with an unsettled state of affairs in which violent agita- 
tions have become common features. It is natural that the 

Indian people, who have long endured the domination of Britain, 

would betake themselves to any and all means to display their 

utter unsympathy toward John Bull on the one hand and strive to 

gain their political liberation on the other. 

Aside from the activities of the adherents of the Con- 
gress, the attitude of the All-India Muslim League deserves 
attention. It is not authentiaclly known whether the League 
has decided to join force with the Congress. According to 
unconfirmed reports, it is gathered that the Working Committee 
of the League recently met at Bombay to decide its policy with 
regard to the present situation in the country. It is said that 
it will have no objection to endorse the independence movement 
of the Congress. Without any bias or prejudice it can be said 
that the League is not presenting a vigorous attitude toward 
Britain. But it has to be admitted that it is not inclined to 
make any move to hamper the prosecution of the Congress 
ptogtamme of securing the withdrawal of Britain from the 
country. Whatever difference it has with the Congress concerns 
the settlement of domestic issues. The League does not wish 
that Britain should temain the taskmaster of India. This 
stand of it may {be taken as its indirect support to the 
freedom movement now on in the country. 

One of the British objections regarding the settlement of 
the question of Indian independence is the so-called communal 
disharmony. It is true that India houses almost a third of the 
Moslem population in the world. Bengal alone contains more 
Moslems than Arabia, Egypt and Iran, while the Punjab has 
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as many as Egypt. But this does not in any way a the 
£ a Hindu-Moslem disunity wholly disa vantageous 
achpunhe istics of the past Hindu- 
to the cause of India’s freedom. The statistics o 4 a 
Moslem disturbances reveal that almost all such discords orahete 
in territories directly under the control of the ag ears 
Very few Hindu-Moslem tensions were noticed in a ndian 
states conttolled by the ptinces. This fact clearly illustrates 
that Hindu-Moslem disorders which occurred in the past were 
most probably engineered by outside agents. If Britain shows 
its willingness not to intermeddle in the Hindu-Moslem question, 
it is more than likely that the problem will be satisfactorily 
solved within a short time. Hence, the British version of com- 
munal disharmony savouts of suggestio falsi, if not fides Punica. 
It has to be taken into account that the Muslim League is 
showing no sign of opposing or making alternative demands 
onthe Congress. Itis tacitly endorsing the action of the national- 
ist masses. It has already expressed its sincere desire to 
collaborate with the Congress to secure the freedom of the count- 
ty, although it is anxious to obtain special privileges for the 
Moslems. Even if in a “free”? India the Moslem people were 
granted special privileges, which the Congress is ready to accord, 
there is no ground to prognosticate that fresh discords would 
ctop up. It seems that the so-called Hindu-Moslem question 
is more an artificial political issue created by an alien administra- 
tion than a national issue of far-reaching importance. The Hindu 
view of life debars a Hindu from doing anything which would 
be harmful to his Moslem brother. The same also is the Moslem 
view of life with regard to his Hindu brother. Professor 


Radhakirshnan, who has ably interpreted Hindusim for 
international understanding, says : 


Its [Hinduism’s] content, if it has any, has altered from age to age, 
from community to community. It meant one thing in the Vedic 
period, another in the Brahmanical, and a third in the Buddhist. It means 
one thing to the Saivite, another to the Vaisnavite, a third to the Sakta. 
The ease with which Hinduism has steadily absorbed the customs and 
ideas of peoples with whom it has come into contact is as great as the 
difficulty we feel in finding a common feature binding together its different 
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forms. Hindusim is a movement, not a position 


3 @ pfocess, nota 
tesult ; a growing tradition, not a fixed revelation, 


If the elasticity and assimilative quality of Hinduism are 
apptaised in their tight perspective, it will be seen that the 
modern Indian structure is composed of Hindu and Moslem 
conceptions and ideals. The Mulsim League recognizes this 
concrete fact, and that is why it believes that India’s resurgence 
should be undertaken by both communities. If there is any 
discord in that regard, it is more or less skin-deep. After the 
outbreak of the European war, when Britain, following its 
traditional policy of “ muddling through,” utilized its own ver- 
sion of the communal bogey to shelve the question of India’s 
self-realization, Babu Rajendra Prasad, then President of the 
Congress, in a letter to Viceroy Lord Linlithgow said : 


It has pained us to find the communal question being dragged in this 

connection. It has clouded the main issue. It has been repeatedly said 
on behalf of the Congress that it is our earnest desire to settle all points 
of communal controversy by agreement, and we Propose to continue 
our efforts to this end. I would point out that this question does not 
in any respect come in the way of a declaration of Indian freedom. Such 
a declaration applies to the whole of India and not to any particular com- 
munity, and the constituent assembly, which will frame India’s constitu- 
tion, will be formed on the widest basis of franchise and by agreement in 
regard to communal representation. We are all agreed that there 
must be full protection of minority rights and interests, and this protec- 
tion should be by agreement between the parties concerned. The British 
Government taking or sharing the burden has, in our opinion, made a 
settlement of the question much more difficult than it should have been. 
It should allay all real anxiety on the part of the British Government when 
the Congress declares that it contemplates no constitution which does not 
carry with it the full protection of real minorities to their satisfaction. 


Since this declaration, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, who is a notable Moslem 
divine, have made many overtures to the Muslim League to 
effect an understanding. Although no cut-and-dried agreement 
has yet been atrived at, it would be worthwhile to observe that 
the League has not made any gesture to sow any new discord or 
oppose the activities of the Congress. This shows that with 
tegatd to the fundamental question of Indian independence the 
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League shates the opinion of the Congress. At present Mr. 
C.Rajagopalachariar, who has worked in the Congress as one 
of the right-hand men of Mahatma Gandhi for a long time, is 
exerting his utmost to bring about a rapprochement between the 
two organizations. 

From all these factors, it is apparent that the Muslim League, 
while anxious to secure privileges for the Moslems ina “ free ” 
India, is not remotely desirous of aiding Britain to obstruct 
the national agitation for political emancipation. The Moslem 
pride and its fight for its right should be regarded as things in- 
digenous to the Indian soil. No one should view the Indian 
nationalist movement in singular number, but in plural number, 
for in that case he will notice that both Hindus and Moslems are 
ptopagating it as best as they can, though handicapped by 
limitations and external manipulations. © 

If the Indian nationalists have become “ bitter-enders ” 
today, it is because the British Government has become “‘ nevet- 
giver.” The fundamental basis of British rule has invariably 
been not to keep faith with the nationalist leaders and break its 
solemn pledges whenever convenient. It is not amenable to 
yield anything to appeal or argument. Conferences, whether 
they ate held in London or in New Delhi, ate mainly 
escapological in character, for they do not touch on the vital 
issue of India’s right as a sovereign nation. It is palpable that 
the British Government because of its own imperialistic policy 
has taxed the patience of Indian nationlists beyond the limit, and 
in consequence, they are now endeavouring to bring about a final 
showdown with Albion. 

It is Indis’a non-attainment of Purna § waraj (full self-rule) 
which typifies what is called Weltschmarz, and not the military 

teverses that are being suffered by Britain. The Atlantic 
Charter, supposed to be the political commandment of the 
envisaged “ democratic ” world order, does not include in its 
scope the right of self-determination of the Indian people. 
How can nationalist India agree to any British proposition? It 
1s now marching forward to create a total India. No nation 
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has the authority to object to or hinder its progress. 

The present nationalist agitation in India is, indeed, its 

Der Tag. To it, the realization of its political separation from 

Britain is its #ber alles, and such a nationalist cause cannot wait 
for the consummation of the ready-made ideals of a section of 
foreign imperialists. India has to seek its own freedom un- 
hampeted by world conditions, threats and oppression. It has 
realized that force cannot exact obedience, neither an alien 
administration can rule an unwilling people ; it is the legitimate 
tight of a nation to tule itself. Why should India be denied 
that right? The anwwer to this question is now being given 
by the Indian patriots, who are rightly demanding that India 


must settle its destiny in its own way to resume its proper place 
in the comity of nations. 
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By SHIGHEO IMURA 


HILE Chungking is finding it extremely difficult to har- 
ness the sinews of war, at the same time it is facing an 
acute cutrency problem. Its legal tender, after suffering from 
a long-standing drainage of monetary stock of silver, has de- 
generated to such an extent that it is doubtful whether it can re- 
adjust its financial fabric to avert a collapse, now in the offing. 
The Anglo-American nations, which are aiding it by granting 
loans, have deliberately caused the unhealthy expansion of fapi, 
which is being passed on to the Chinese masses at the cost of 
their already depreciated economic staying powet. This asser- 
tion is substantiated by the figures quoted in the following table 
of trade returns : 


China’s trade with the United States, Britain and Hongkong 
(In 1,000 yuan) 


January- Ratio Januaty- Ratio 
October, to October, to 
: 1941 total 1940 total 
United Impotts 0.433502 425,935 19.51 374,631 21.78 
States BxpOits ceccceece 566,179 21.89 472,177 29.01 
Excess exports 140,244 97,546 
Britain TiBOrts ssscisec: 44,001 2.02 70,094 4.08 
Exports 5 s<sssise 90,252 3.49 155,573 9.56 
Excess exports 46,251 85,479 
Hongkong Imports ......... 338,678 = 15.52 98,405 272 
Eapotts -cssccces 619,436 23.95 313,335 19.25 
Excess exports 280,758 214,930 
Total Imports 808,614 
soreecess i 37.06 543,130 31.58 
PRDOLE io .sshcce 1,275,867 49.33 941,085 57-82 


Excess exports 467,253 397,955 


Note: China’s total import business in 1 
941 was valued at 2,16 375 5,000 
owe: and export trade at 2,577:442,000 yuan. The cottesponding ees 
Of 1940 were 1,706,801,000 yuan and 1,622,792,000 yuan respectively 
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The foregoing figures were given out by the Customs 
authorities of China, and naturally the import teturns, which 
were originally calculated in terms of the customs gold unit, 
have been converted into yuan at the exchange rate of 1s. 24d. 
This signifies that the amounts given in the table are considerably 
below the actual import value, since the exchange rates were 
actually in the neighbourhood of 3.291d. Export returns, 
on the other hand, approximately represent the actual value, 
as they ate based on the primary wholesale market prices of 
goods. In addition to this wide discrepancy in the basis for 
comparison, it must be pointed out that the American and British 
merchants had been habitually undervaluing their goods exported 
to China, and further that Hongkong had been utilized as a 
base for smuggling goods into China. Due to these factors, 
the trade returns given in the table do not necessarily indicate 
the actual value of the trade, though they conspicuously show 
how the United States and Britain exploited the resources of 
China by manipulating the circulation of fapi to their advantage 
either directly or through Hongkong. 

Statistical figures reveal that they dumped the Chungking; 
dollar on the Chinese masses to the extent of about 500,000,- 
ooo yuan during the first ten months of last year and more 
than 400,000,000 yuan during the same period of 1940, aside 
from the amounts they sent to the continent through various 
other countries. If the amounts for the preceding years are 
added to these figures, the cumulative total will undoubtedly 
teach a stupendous proportion. Concurrently, it must be 
noted that the Anglo-American currency manipulation not 
only caused China to suffer from a perpetual adverse trade 
balance, but also dislocated Japan’s long-standing trade rela- 
tions with its neighbour. During the first ten months of 1941, 
China imported 382,841,000 yuan worth of goods from Japan 
as against exports of 215,694,000 yuan, registering an adverse 
trade balance of 167,147,000 yuan. During the same period 
of 1940, the imports aggregated 406,337,000 yuan and exports 
92,539,000 yuan, showing an unfavourable trade balance of 
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313,798,000 yuan. 

Japan would have been burdened with 500,000,000 yuan 
of Chungking’s fapi during the twenty months referred to above, 
had it failed to proceed with the construction of a new currency 
structure for China. Even then, huge amounts of fapi must 
have poured into Japanese hands from various channels of 
transactions, but fortunately, the Anglo-Ametican machina- 
tions were countermanded, thanks to the speedy and effective 
enforcement of various currency measutes, which facilitated the 
gradual expulsion of fapi from Mongolia and North and Central 
China, thereby laying the foundation of a new curtency order 
on the continent on a firmer footing. It is more than clear 
now that Chungking’s currency is destined to take refuge in 
remote villages. In this connection, it may be recalled that 
vatious denominations of paper money were issued toward the 
close of the Chiang Dynasty, when the Bank of Greater China, 
the predecessor of the Bank of China, was established following 
the example of foreign nations. Those paper money later became 
incovertible and they eventually became congested in distant 
tutal localities as valueless strips of paper. The same was the 
fate of military notes issued by the Nationalist Revolutionary 
Army at the time of the so-called northern expedition. If one 
wete to regard these historical facts as object lessons, he cannot 
but come to the conclusion that Chungking’s currency, which 
is being recklessly inflated, is bound to be concentrated ultimately 
in the remote rural centres as mete sctaps of paper. 

_ The currency of the Chungking régime, which has been 
driven out of Mongolia and North China, continued to remain 
in citcluation in Central China until the establishment of the 
Central Reserve Bank by the Nanking Government. ‘The new 
legal tender issued by the Central Reserve Bank speedily attained 
acrid oie . ee strength against fapi increased 
foc Ue Seo Cn cf is 
eS er ungsing signed an agreement 

Cait oO 500,000,000 Ametican dollars in an attempt to 
defend the position of fapi, but the accord failed to yield any 
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satisfactory result owing to effective monetary arrangements 
concluded between Japan and the Nanking Government, in- 
cluding quotations on the Japanese military scrips exclusively 
in terms of the new legal tender, control by the North China 
Federal Bank of exchange transactions between Tientsin and 
Shanghai, stoppage of exchange operations of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can banks following the transfer of the British concession in 
Tientsin to the Nanking Government and severance of the parity 
telations between the new currency and fapi in Central China. 
The Chungking régime immediately formulated a plan to issue 
notes in terms of the customs gold unit. On March 31, 1942, 
the Chinese papers in Shanghai carried Chungking dispatches, 
which read to the following effect : 


The Finance Department of the Chungking Government has arrived 
at a decision to have the people use the customs gold note issued by the 
Central Bank of China on the basis of customs gold unit with the gold 
contents of 60.1866 centigrams as fixed in January, 1930, and those 
issued by the same bank during May, 1931, in payment of customs 
duties. In order to meet the actual demand, the Finance authorities 
have made an upward revision of the gold contents of the customs gold 
note to 88.8671 centigrams, and moreover, have stipulated that the customs 
gold unit is equivalent to 20 yuan of fapi. The new arrangement will 
be put into force on April 1, 1942. Meanwhile, the Chungking Govern- 
ment has asked the Central Bank to put its customs gold note holdings 
in circulation. The same customs gold note will be in denominations 
of ro gold yuan, 5 yuan, 1 yuan, 20 fen and 10 fen, with 10 yuan note 
corresponding to 200 yuan of fapi, 5 yuan note to 100 yuan of fapi and 
10 fen note to 2 yuan of fapi. The Finance Department has further 
provided that tax payments will be received exclusively in the custom 
gold note after calculating them in terms of fapi at the foregoing rates, 
and no discount whatsoever will be permissible. 


Further information obtained after the development of the 
Chekiang operations by the Japanese forces disclosed that the 
new customs gold note as against the old one, which was for- 
metly used only in payment of customs duties, is based on the 
American loan of 500,000,000 dollars mentioned earlier as 
the issue reserve, with 16 denominations of 10,000 yuan, 5,000 
yuan, 1,000 yuan, 500 yuan, Ioo yuan, 50 yuan, Io yuan, 9 
yuan, 8 yuan, 7 yuan, 6 yuan, 5 yuan, 4 yuan, 3 yuan, 2 yuan 
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and 1 yuan. As these notes bear the portraits and signatures of 
President Roosevelt and General Chiang Kai-shek, it is trans- 
parently clear that Chungking has become wholly dependent 
on the United States to maintain its dwindling currency set-up. 
It is also said that 1 yuan new note is worth 16 yuan of the 
fapi of 1940 and subsequent years, while it is valued at 20 yuan 
in terms of all other issues. As stated in the report of the Chinese 
papers in Shanghai quoted above, the original customs gold 
note was cteated by the Chaing régime when it was at Nanking. 
For the reason that the slumps of silver prices in the world mat- 
kets then prevailing would adversely affect the customs receipts, 
which constituted the most important financial resources of the 
Chiang Kai-shek government and which were received in terms 
of silver, and further exert unfavourable influences on interna- 
tional debt obligations, this special system was established with a 
view to collecting the customs duties in terms of gold. It was 
enforced from February 1, 1930, and import duties and minor 
levies on imported goods were then received in terms of the 
so-called customs gold unit with a hypothetical gold content. 
This hypothetical gold content was set at 60.1866 centigrams or 
9.288 grains, which is equivalent to the purity of the gold basis 
of the external currency recommended by the Kemmerer Com- 
mittee and also to the fine gold content of 0.4 of American 
dollar on the basis of the old parity. 

The Chungking government, however, has now fixed the 
hypothetical gold content at 88.8671 centrigrams by raising 
it by 28.6805 centigrams per gold unit. This adjustment has 
‘been made for the purpose of conforming it to the fine gold 
content of the new parity of American dollar, which was fixed 
at 59.06 cents of the former parity by virtue of the Presidential 
decree of January 31, 1934. It is, therefore, evident that the 
Chungking régime has nominally linked the new customs gold 
note with the American dollar in an endeavour to adopt a measute 
similar to one under which Japanese yen has been pegged to 
the military sctip in Central China. In other wotds, the American 
dollar and the customs gold note have been placed in the te- 
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lations resembling those between the Japanese yen note and the 
military scrip in circulation in China. This again conspicuous- 
ly indicates the Anglo-American character of Chungking’s 
currency administration. 

It is a fact that the customs gold note has been in use since 
May, 1931. At the outset of this arrangement, import and 
other customs duties which were to be paid in terms of gold 
used to be collected at the official exchange rates of the customs 
gold unit and silver currency announced by the Customs authori- 
ties, while checks issued against the Central Bank in terms 
of the customs gold unit were used in order to prevent ex- 
cessive payments of rebates resulting from the official exchange 
tates at different times. Then a way was opened for the pay- 
ment of customs duties in checks issued in terms of the customs 
gold unit either by the Central Bank or against it. Such checks 
of the Central Bank could be bought whenever necessary; 
whereas checks in terms of the customs gold unit could be 
issued with accounts set up in terms of the customs gold unit 
at the Central Bank. Checks of this nature have since been 
developed into bank notes. 

On May 1, 1931, the Central Bank of China issued the 
“convertible customs gold note” in five denominations of 10, 
5 and 1 customs gold units and one-fifth and one-tenth of the 
gold unit, which was sold at the officially fixed exchange rates 
of the customs gold unit and silver currency. This is the origin 
of the present customs gold note, which the Chungking régime 
has put in the list of its currencies. Its use having been limited 
to payments of certain categories of customs duties, the 
volume of the original customs gold note was restricted to a 
gteat extent immediately prior to and after the start of the 
China affair. But with the progress of the China affair, 
the Chinese authorities in a new order promptly prohibited 
the use of the customs gold note issued by the Central Bank, 
and at the same time effected revisions in the exchange rates of 
the customs gold unit. As soon as the customs gold unit system 
was established, the value of the unit was fixed at o.4 American 


1317 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


dollar and 19.726d, in terms of pound sterling. Later on, 
its exchange basis was altered to 6d. in terms of British currency, 
and further raised to 8d. following the outbreak of the Pacific 
war. On January 1, 1941, the rate of the gold unit as against 
fapi was revised from 7.058 yuan to 9.45 yuan and on Match 18 
the value of the unit was finally fixed at 9.70 yuan in terms of 
the new Chungking currency. ; 

It is evident that the ultimate object of the latest currency 
understanding between the Anglo-American nations and Chung- 
king is to wage a currency wat against the Tokyo-Nanking 
combination. It seems that the Chungking régime has placed 
the new bank notes in a position categorically opposed to the 
new fapi issued by the Central Reserve Bank at Nanking. ‘These 
new bank notes are those bearing the name of Chungking issued 
after 1940. In China, the main and branch offices of banks 
sepatately assume the responsibility for the notes they issue in 
different places, and therefore, each bank note invariably bears 
the name of the place wherein the issue bank is located, signify- 
ing the area of its circulation. Following this customary practice, 
the new customs gold note bears the name of Chungking. 
Moreover, all bank notes bearing the name of Chungking are 


citculating throughout the area under the control of Chungking. 


As the Chinese people and the issue banks are not so particular 
about the place of issue printed ona bank note, Chungking notes 
are finding their way into occupied China. Bank notes issued 
by the banks of Chungking interests in North China, for instance, 
were accepted by the respective banks in Shanghai, after being 
driven out of North China by the Federal Reserve Bank note. 
It is under these circumstances that the Chungking régime has 
been attempting to wage a monetary war against the Nanking 
Government. For this purpose, the new bank notes ate official- 
ly valued at one-sixteenth of the customs gold note; whereas 
those bank notes issued before 1939 ate worth one-twentieth 
of the customs gold note. This means that the value of the 
new and old fapi has been fixed at 4 against 5 and the latter 
naturally is being shunned in the Chungking area. Yet both 
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are actually circulating at parity on the open market, and as a 
tesult, the old notes briskly circulate, while the new one are 
being increasingly hoarded. By positively supporting the new 
notes against old ones in this manner, Chungking is apparently 
scheming to drive the old fapi notes into the area under the 
control of the Nanking Government, so that the inflated old notes 
may be withdrawn from circulation at the expense of the latter. 
But it is certain that this scheme cannot succeed, particularly 
when Japan is enjoying highly favourable positions in East 
Asia. 

Ever Since the inauguration of the system of the fapi 
stabilization funds, the note-issuing tight of Chungking has 
been in the hands of Britain and the United States. In the 
past both London and New York used to ptint fapi, while the 
cuttency which the Chungking régime was authorized to issue 
was limited to auxiliary notes in small denominations that were 
ptinted mostly in Hongkong. But with the establishment of 
Japanese control over a greatet portion of the transportation 
systems in China, it became impossible for London and New 
York to send printed bank notes to Chungking, with the result 
that printing machines were installed in Chungking in Septem- 
ber, last year, and various bank notes have since been printed 
there. This, however, does not signify that the Chungking 
régime has restored its right to issue currency, which still 
temains in the hands of the United States and Britain. The 
system of linking the American dollat-pegged customs gold 
note with the new bank notes has thus been set up under the 
strict supervision of the United States and Britain. 

America accommodated the aforesaid credit of 500,000,000 
dollars to General Chiang Kai-shek as part of the issue basis 
of the new customs gold note. Formerly, the United States 
and Britain quite often declared that they gtanted credits to 
teplenish the foreign funds of the Chungking régime, but this 
time the United States announced that a portion of the new 
loan would be employed as an issue reserve of the customs gold 
note. Notwithstanding such a claim, no connection actually 


4509 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


exists between the American dollar and the new customs 
gold note of Chungking. In other words, the customs 
gold note in question is neither an exchange curtency not a 
convertible bank note that can be used in lieu of American cur- 
rency. Again it is said that the issue amount of the customs 
gold note will be limited to 50 million yuan. 

It is utterly futile to attempt to maintain the value of Chung- 
king’s fapi on the strength of 50 million yuan of the customs gold 
note under the present inflationary conditions in unoccupied 
China, where the circulation of the new legal tender issued after 
1939 alone is estimated at figures anywhere between 10,000 and 
15,000 million yuan. On the assumption that the circulation 
is 10,000 million yuan, too yuan of fapi should be 0.5 yuan in 
terms of the customs gold note and 0.5 dollar in American cut- 
tency. And if the circulation reaches 15,000 million, 100 
yuan of fapi is to be less than 0.22 yuan in the customs gold 
note and o.22 dollar in terms of American money. In spite 
of this, the value of the customs gold note is set at 16 yuan in 
terms of the new legal tender and 20 yuan in terms of the old 
fapi. This makeshift curtency stabilization arrangement fully 
indicates that the Chiang administration has been conftonted 
With a grave crisis to halt the rapid enlargement of monetaty 

confusion. 
Urban inhabitants in China, it appears, ate not willing to re- 
main satisfied with the new system of bank note citculation. Hav- 


ing experienced the baneful effect of bad money quite often in’ 


the past years, they are now invariably on the alert when receiving 
paper currency. To cite a recent example in Tientsin, the tikisha- 
men in that city welcome clean paper money these days ; whereas 
they in former days used to prefer stained paper money to clean 
ones, considering the dirtiness as evidence of being bona fide 
money kept long in circulation. This change is indicative of the 
fact that the masses in North China are now placing absolute 
confidence in the Federal Reserve Bank note, thanks to the en- 


hanced political strength of the administrative authorities of 
that region. 
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In contrast to city dwellers, farmers generally take things 
easy, and naturally become victims of bad money. Poor farmers 
who have no surplus crops to exchange for money are not serious- 
ly affected, but wealthy farmers are the greatest sufferers. The 
Chinese people in general place greater importance on goods 
than on money and ate in the habit of converting money as much 
as possible into goods in an attempt to forestall depreciation 
in the purchasing value of the currency. Farmers carefully re- 
frain from selling out theit* surplus crops at harvest seasons. 
They sell their crops little by little as they need cash or on the 
higher market. In no case they sell out foodstuffs needed for 
their families. In such circumstances, these farmers are not 
so seriously affected all at once even if the paper money in their 
possession were reduced to a scrap of paper. On the other hand, 
it is true that paper notes which are rejected by sensitive city 
dwellers flow into the hands of the agrarian people, who are 
easy-going and nonchalant; and once a currency flows into 
farming villages in China, it takes time for its return to 
citculation. In this sense, the rural areas in China constitute a 
kind of chest for the storage of scrapped paper money. 

Irrespective of new or old, all the paper currencies of Chung- 
king have been prohibited from circulation in Shanghai and 
Nanking areas since June 25,1942, while they are being gradually 
driven out of circulation from the three important provinces of 
Kiangsu, Chekiang and Anwhei. The new fapi issud by the 
Central Reserve Bank of China is shortly likely to become the 
sole legal tender in these sectors. Any monetary schemes of 
General Chiang Kai-shek in these sectors cannot materialize 
owing to the gradual increase in the penertating political power 
of the Nanking Government. It is thus a foregone conclusion 
that the fapi of Chungking is destined to settle in hinterland 
rural areas. The inability of the Chiang administration in this 
connection is glaringly exposed by the fact that the so-called 
link between the American dollar, customs gold note and new 
Chungking bank notes is proving a mete eyewash. 

In the early period of the monetary operations of the Chiang 
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régime the fapi was convertible into foreign exchanges to a 
certain extent under the silver exchange system. Subsequently, 
its conversion into foreign exchanges became exttemely limited, 
though it was boosted by the granting of American and British 
credits. Today, however, General Chiang Kai-shek appears 
to be at the end of his resources. The present arrangement for 
making the customs gold note a legal paper money must indeed 
be the last expedient devised by him. Yet this last measure is 
nothing but a scheme to deceive the people. Therefore, it 
has no value as the last expedient, and as such, the new bank 
notes, ate undoubtedly doomed to flow into the farming villages 
in the interior and settle there. 

The essential function of a currency as demanded at this 
stage is to facilitate the acquisition of materials and goods, that is, 
to have a currency as a medium to acquire materials and goods. 
Money today does not need to have an intrinsic value to petform 
its function properly. The metallic currencies, which contained 
a certain quantity of metal which could be used for other pur- 
poses, have now been replaced by paper cutrencies made of 
valueless material. And the value of these paper currencies is 
supported and enhanced by the resources of goods and materials 
which they command. Logically, the econome of the Chungking 
régime is faced with a collapse as it fails to make its currency 
function properly. It would be impossible for Chungking to 
obtain materials and goods from the agtatian districts with its 
old fapi which is being gradually congested in village areas. 

It has been widely known since long ago that the financial 
figures kneaded up by Chungking are not quite reliable. Never- 
theless, they ate, in general, considered official figures and ate 
used as a basis for rough estiamtes of financial conditions of the 
Chiang administration in the absence of other authoritative data. 
According to a Chungking announcement, its budget plan for 
the fiscal yeat of 1940 involved a sum of 6,700 million yuan, 
which indicated an expansion of 4o per cent. compared with the 
actual expenditure of 4,800 million yuan for the 1939 fiscal year, 
the latter figure corresponding to a combined total expenditure 
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for two fiscal years of 1938 and 1937, and that its budget for the 
1941 fiscal year increased by 65 pet cent. to 11,000 million yuan. 
The same announcement added that the budget for the 1942 
fiscal year amounted to 16,500 million yuan, an increase of 50 
pet cent. over the previous year. It seems that this budget, 
a gteater portion of which constitutes military expenditure, 
has been balanced with the aids of loans and increased taxes. 
As to the sources of the revenue to cover the expenditure of 
16,500 million yuan, the Chungking régime disclosed that the 
Principal source of revenue was taxes. It claimed that it would 
attempt to increase receipts from taxes by 2,500 to 3,000 million 
yuan during the one-year period ending August 31, 1942. 

However, receipts from income tax and other ditect taxes were 

estimated at merely 300 million yuan or so when the budget 

was ptepated. Moreover, the situation then was such that 

teceipts from Szechwan Province, the mainstay of the Chung- 

king régime, and Sikang Province were estimated at only 100 

million yuan, and thus, it is impossible for the Chungking author- 

ities to raise revenues to the level of 1,000 million yuan even 

if they make large increases in the rates of salt gabelle, consolida- 

tion tax, customs duties and other indirect taxes. The only 

method open for them is to increase the rates of land tax, which 

is collected by local governments. 

The Chungking authorities appear to be optimistic that they 
willbe able to bring receipts from land tax up to more than 1o,- 
cco million yuan before the end of the current fiscal yeat by 
effecting a ten-fold to fifteen-fold increase in the rates of land 
tax. As the prices of rice have risen by more than 3,000 per 
cent. from the pre-China affair days in the interior regions of 
China, the farmers should be able to get off with a payment 
of merely 4 per cent. of the pre-China affair land tax if paid in 
currency. However, the Chungking régime is collecting land 
tax in kind in view of the drastic advances in the prices of rice, 
and at the same time are buying up surplus rice on a compulsory 
basis. ‘This naturally has engendered the plight of both land- 
lords and tenant farmers. These compulsory measures together 
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with perpendicular rallies of general peer! a 
erting heavy pressure on the farmers and joe pine a a 
rian economy toward collapse and disorder. It ts, matte ofe, 
obvious that these measures would be a drain on the ie ip 
sources, even if they ate made to work temporarily to es me : 
tax receipts as anticipated by Chungking. Yet the O ee S : 
the Finance Ministry of Chungking are complaining about the 
slowness in the collection of land tax in kind and the com- 
ry purchase of surplus rice. oe 
Le iadition to ine taxes, the Chungking regime has 
been attempting to expand its monopoly system. oe Ee 
under the monopoly system under contemplation include salt, 
sugar, tea, matches, tobacco and alcholic beverages. In idee 
ber, 1941, it ordered the manufacturers of these six articles ie 
register at competent offices with a view to enforcing the 
monopoly system. However, this plan did not progress - 
expected, and it was as late as May 26, 1942, that it promulgate 
an interim regulation governing salt monopoly, and similar 
systems for the remaining five items were enforced at a subse- 
quent date. The finance authorities of Chungking expect that 
these monopolies would yield 1,600 million yuan of profits 
for the 1942 fiscal year. Nonetheless, it is apparent that they 
will find it well-nigh impossible to realize their objective. 
Theoretically speaking, there is little doubt that the mono- 
poly of such items as salt, alcoholic beverages and tobacco can 
bring about substantial treasury receipts. Salt isan essential daily 
necessity commodity, while tobacco and alcoholic beverages 
are also necessities of life. However, the practical question 
is how these items can be regulated to meet the stipulated need 
of Chungking. The monopoly of tea can perhaps serve as a 
revenue resource, since the trade routes between Chungking and 
outside world have been cut off. The monopoly of alcholic 
beverages may also yield considerable profits, as it would be 
able to manufacture them out of rice obtainable through the 
land tax in kind and compulsory purchases. But it is incon- 
ceivable that it will be able to derive anything worthwhile 
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form salt, sugar, matches and tobacco. Of all the areas under 
its control, Szechwan Province alone ptoduces salt to a limited 
extent. Similarly, it is not possible that sugar, matches and 
tobacco can be made available to an amount that may fetch 
any ptofit worth mentioning. All data point out the preva- 
lence of an acute shortage in supply of the daily necessaries 
in unoccupied China, and under such circumstances, it is idle 
to presume that a monopoly profit of 1,600 million yuan can 
be successfully realized. 

It seems that for Chungking there are only two ways left to 
meet its expenditure ; that is to issue bonds ina reckless manner 
of inflate paper money by lowering its external value through 
a fresh understanding with the United States and Britain. A 
cumulative total of bonds issued by it since the outbreak of the 
China affair shows that it has teached 11,500 million yuan, of 
which 3,000 million yuan represents the issue for the current fiscal 
yeat. These bonds are allotted on a compulsory basis to govern- 
mental banks, such as the Central Bank, the Bank of China, the 
Bank of Communications and the Farmers’ Bank of China, and in 
exchange therefor their fapi holdings are withdrawn. It is utter- 
ly impossible to float bonds on the open market in these days, 
when the value of fapi is slumping precariously. This means 
that the time is nearing when the vaults of the afore-mentioned 
four banks will contain nothing but bonds. In this respect, 
the character of the bonds issued by the Chungking Govern- 

ment differs radically from wartime bond issues of other countries, 
In the case of Chungking, it is impossible to finance wartime 
tequitements by issuing bank notes on the basis of bonds 
held at its central banking institution. The only device possible 
for it is to issue bonds to exchange them for the actual amount 
of fapi in possession of the four banks. Here, too, it will face an 
inconvenience, because the right to issue fapi is held by the United 
States and Britain. It cannot expand the circulation of its legal 
tender or reduce the value of fapi in terms of the Anglo- 


American currencies without the consent of the United States 
and Britain. 
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The new customs gold note is being issued as a camouflaged 
currency to meet various internal and external obligations. It is 
also serving as a medium to meet Chungking’s wartime financial 
exigencies in that it is being used to pay the salaries and 
allowances of Government officials, as well as to settle other 
disbursements. It has the complexion of an ordinary internal 
cutrency, for it is issued in small denominations of 1 to 10 
yuan. On the other hand, the customs gold note issued in 
large denominations of 1,000 to 10,000 yuan signifies that the 
Chungking régime wishes to utilize it as a sort of Government 
bond. Making it appear as being strongly backed by American 
dollar and therefore sounder than bonds in yuan, it is attempting 
to force banks and other investors to take up the customs gold 
note. 

The volume of new note issuable on the basis of 50 million 
yuan customs gold note is limited to only 800 million yuan in 
accordance with their relative values stipulated by the Chiang 
administration. This is an insiginificant sum compared to 
10,500 million yuan which General Chiang Kai-shek tequires 
for the 1942 fiscal year. If Chungking evolves a scheme to issue 
more than 10,500 yuan of new bank-notes on the basis of 50 
million yuan customs gold note, the commodity prices in terms 
of its legal tender are bound to sky-rocket. It is quite imaginable 
that such a situation would oblige it to create additional kinds 
of currencies on top of the existing ones, all of which will 
travel to rural districts to remain ultimately bottled up there. 

In view of the current unsound monetaty operations of 
Chungking, there is every reason to believe that its currency 
system is heading toward a hastening collapse. Neither its 
teliance on Anglo-American financial aids nor its scheme of 
customs gold note can be of any high practical value. Its 
currency has reached such a moribund state that it is mote than 


problematic whether it can manage to acquire a temporary 
respite. 
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By KEIZO HORIUCHI 


noticeable both in classical and modern music. In tecent 

times, although the growth of modern music has been 
remarkable, the various forms of old music stil] retain their 
purity in an unsophisticated manner, and each of them has its 
own set of dilettantes. According to the order of their origin, 
they may be classified as kagaku, shoh-myo, shakuhachi, noh, samisén 
and koto. Then follows the Western music. 

Gagaku, a kind of old court music, was created in Japan by 
blending a court music introduced from Korea and China during 
the period extending from the fifth to the eighth centuries 
with the music existing in the country since the pre-historic 
age. It also includes some of the tunes which originated in 
Manchuria, Siam, India and Central Asia. It is now performed 
on ceremonial occasions at court and in shrines in an instrumental 
fashion to the accompaniment of songs and dances. 

Shoh-myo is an old Buddhist music developed in Japan in 
the eleventh century by adapting Chinese and Indian Buddhist 
music introduced from China in the ninth century. It is a vocal 
music and is even now sung by priests in Buddhist temples. 

Shakuhachi music, or bamboo flageolet, was originally a music 
for the Buddhist service which was introduced in the thirteenth 
century; but later on many new pieces were composed in Japan 
and, as a purely Japanese instrumental music, this bamboo 
flageolet became popular throughout the country. In the twen- 
tieth century, new pieces were composed for the duet, trio and 
other ensembles. At present, this music has great many 
enthusiasts. 


paren music has a peculiar charm of its own. It is 
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Nod is a musical play which includes dancing, though it is 
generally known to Western people by the name of zo/-dance. 
It was created in the fourteenth century by adapting some musical 
plays and dances which had existed previous to that time. Asa 
high-grade art, it has actually many devotees among intellectuals 
past the middle age. 

Samisén music, which is played with samisén, or a three- 
stringed instrument, was at first used for the accompaniment of 
popular songs, but ever since the seventeenth century it has 
been used for the accompaniment of the recitation of epics. 
There are more than ten different schools of vocal music for 
which samisén is used as an accompaniment. Musicians of 
each of these schools have their own different notes and songs, 
and different kinds of audiences. Samisén music is very popular 
throughout the country. 

Koto music depends on the playing of £o/o, a thirteen-stringed 
instrument. This instrument, which resembles a dulcimer in 
some points and is played with small plectrums fixed on the 
tips of three fingers, is used for the solo or the duet, trio and other 
ensembles. It was at first used for an accompaniment of the 
court music, but toward the seventeenth century it began to 
be played by the general public to assist the performance of 
popular songs. Then it was utilized to sing some new vocal 
pieces and some newly-composed solos. In the nineteenth cen- 
tury, duets and trios were composed and they were sung to 
the accompaniment of £ofo. This musical'instrument is now 
generally played by women of respectable family. 

Western music found a permanent place in this country, 
when in 1869 military band in Western style was established. 
In 1880, Western style primary school songs were sung for the 
first time. After that, every branch of European music— 
orchestra, wind music, ensemble,solo vocal music, musical play, 
etc.—was assimilated by the Japanese people, and all these 
foreign aspects have been so nationalized that they have now 
become integral parts of our music. ; 

Besides the above-mentioned forms of music, there are 
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many other varieties existing in the country. The main charac- 
teristic of Japanese music lies in the fact that the various kinds 
of music which arose in the East and West are extant in connec- 
tion with the music proper to the Japanese nation. 

Thete are various kinds of concert music in out country, 
such as Western music, court music (accompanied with dances 
is most cases), nob-dance, shakuhachi and koto, samisén concetts, 
etc. Among the rest, however, Western concerts predominate 
in number. The musicians in these concetts ate, with a few 
exceptions, all Japanese, and musical pieces are those which 
appeal to the Japanese audience. As both musicians and audience 
ate Japanese, the epithet “ Western” seems to be more than 
superfluous. 

In speaking of symphony concerts, it is seen that the Japa- 
nese people are not inferior to the people of Europe in the least 
in appreciating the symphonies of Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, 
Schumann, Brahms, Tschaikowsky, Debussy and _ Strauss. 
This indicates the high musical taste of the Japanese people. 
Moreover, there is a greater demand for symphony gramophone 
records in Japan than in the United States, Britain or France. 

There are two symphony bands in Tokyo, namely, the 
Nippon Symphony Orchestra and the Tokyo Symphony Or- 
chestra which hold subscription concerts. They occasionally 
travel to Osaka and other places to give performances. They 
also broadcast their performances to the general public. Besides 
them, there is an orchestra band belonging to the Tokyo Academy 
of Music. All these bands respectively represent the symphony 
of Japan. 

The Nippon Symphony Orchestra was established by 
conductor Kohsaku (Koscak) Yamada under the name of Nippon 
Symphonic Society in 1925. In 1926, it was renamed the New 
Symphony Orchestra with Viscount Hidémaro Konoye as 
ptes dent. In 1935, when Viscount Konoye left the organization, 
Josef Rosenstock became its conductor. This year, it was 
again renamed the Nippon Symphony Orchestra with Kazuo 
Yamada, Hisatada Otaka and Rosenstock selected as its 
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conductors. At present, it has 85 members, all Japanese, and it 
holds regular concerts twice a month in the Hibiya Public 
Hall, Tokyo. At every function all the seats, which are 2,650 
in number, are booked in full. The performances of this 
otchestra are not inferior to those of any typical ones in 
Europe. As for the kinds of pieces performed, they range 
from old classics to modern new symphonies of Europe. 
Besides these, many of the pieces composed by Japanese 
musicians are played. 

The Tokyo Symphony Orchestra was originally established 
by conductor Yazayémon Hayakawa as the Nagoya Symphony 
Orchestra in Nagoya in 1927. In 1938, it was organized as 
the Central Symphony Orchestra and transferred to Tokyo. In 
1939, Manfred Gurlitt was invited as conductor and in 1941, 
the name of this orchestra was changed to the Tokyo Symphony 
Orchestra. There are 73 members, all Japanese, in this musical 
group, the head of it being Yazayémon Hayakawa with Gurlitt 
as conductor. Its regular concert is held in the Hibiya Public 
Hall once a month and the performances ate closely akin to those 
of the Nippon Symphony Orchestra. 

The Tokyo Academy of Music was established by the 
Government in 1880 and here orchestras have been performed 
from the early Meiji period. The number of its present 
members is about 80, and as conductors there are several 
Japanese professors and a Getman named Hermut Fermer. It 
also holds concerts several times a year. 

The aforesaid orchestras have already introduced to the 
Japanese audience almost all the famous standard pieces of the 
West. Beethoven’s nine symphonies ate well known to great 
numbers of Japanese lovers of music. Similarly, the works 
of Ravel, Honegger, Schostakowitsch and Szimanowsky, 
ate not new to the Japanese audience. Beethoven’s “Ninth 
Symphony ” is performed in Tokyo at least twice a year. We 
can often hear such grand ensembles as Verdi’s « Requiem ” 
and “ Damnation of Faust ” of Berlioz. 

Besides these ochestras, there are many musical bands or 
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bodies in Tokyo, Osaka and other cities. Though they are 
somewhat inferior in quality, they respectively open concerts 
several times a year and present symphonic ptogrammes. As 
for piano, violin and vocal concerts, they are held in great 
numbers and the performers are all Japanese. Most of these 
performances and programmes are not inferior in quality to the 
best of the kind in any large city in Europe. 

There ate not many songs which have been set by Japanese 
composers to Western-style music and have appeared in concerts. 
Still, they extend over every branch of music ; and this is, indeed, 
noteworthy because of the fact that the history of Western-style 
music in Japan is short. In this connection, the names of 
Kohsaku Yamada in symphony and vocal music and of Kiyoshi 
Nobutoki in vocal orchestra may be mentioned. They are 
gteat masters in their own lines and have been appointed mem- 
bers of the Teikoku Geijutsu In (Imperial Art Institute) this 
year. Among the composets of talent, mention may be made 
of Ryutato Hirota, Saburo Mori, Meiro Sugawara, Kunihiko 
Hashimoto and Shiro Fukai. Furthermore, there are many 
promising composers among the rising generation. 

The performance and composition in our world of Western 
music have made remarkable advancement in the course of the 
current decade. Western music has been compratively recently 
introduced to our country, and at first the progress was slow. | 
For the purpose of becoming at par with Europe, our musicians 
made every effort. The result of those exertions is now 
bearing fruits, and so the world of Western music of Japan is 
Presenting some new aspects year by year. 

Compared with this, the concerts of old Japanese music 
ate not in a state of activity. Some of these performances are 
very splendid in quality ; but many of them are not charming 
enough to captivate the minds of the listeners, for they already 
belong to the past. The composition movement in this regard, 
considered as a whole, cannot be said to be active. Among 
the few composers, Michio Miyaghi and Tadatomo Ono are 
most noteworthy as having produced many excellent pieces. 
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Thete is no opeta-house in Japan in which Western-style 
grand operas can be staged. Most of the Japanese theatres ate 
intended to stage classical kabuki or modern plays, while the 
temaining few ate places where Western-style operettas or 
vaudevilles are performed. The movement that Western- 
style operas should be introduced to Japan was started 
in 1903, when the Tokyo Academy of Music staged Gluck’s 
“Orpheus.” Since then, this movement has been, though in- 
termittently, continued. When Mrs. Tamaki Miuta made her 
début in opera, she was still a student of music; and she played 
“Amor.” In rg1z, an opera department was established 
in the Teikoku Gekijo (Imperial Theatre), and she was made the 
leading soprano. In 1913, Nobuko Hara became the leading 
singer surpassing Mrs. Miura. At that time there were some 
Operas composed by Japanese. Besides these, “ die Zauberflate ” 
by Mozart, “la Somnambule” by Bellini and “1a Fille du Regi- 
ment” by Donigetti were staged. But these were not well 
teceived, and in 1916 opetas at last disappeated from the repet- 
toites of the Imperial Theatre. A little later, however, those 
vocalists who had left the Imperial Theatre began to perform 
popular operettas in many smaller theatres, thereby rousing public 
enthusiasm for such musical shows. As a result, revues and 

vaudevilles began to be received favourably. 

In 1920 and during about ten years thereafter, travelling 
Opera troupes came over to Japan every year and performed, 
though imperfectly; grand operas in Tokyo, Osaka and some 
other large cities. This again aroused our interest in opera. 
In consequence, the Nippon Music-Drama Association presided 
over by Kohsaku Yamada was established in 1920. In 1934, 
the Yoshiyé Fujiwara Opera Company under the leadership of 
Yoshiyé Fujiwara, the tenor, came to be formed. These two 
bodies consist of well-trained singers and orchestras and 
symphony bands comprising fifty to eight, musicians. They 
ive performances in large theatres on a gtand scale. Though 
these ate staged only twice or thrice a yeat,.theit musical merits 
are considerably high. The pieces hitherto staged by these 
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two companies are “Aida,” “la Traviata,’ « Rigoletto,” 
“Carmen,” “Tosca,” “la Boheme,” ‘ Madame Butterfly,” 
“The Fallen Angel” and “The Daybreak.” The last two 
ate composition of Kohsaku Yamada. All these pieces ate 
highly artistic and have been conscientiously staged ; still, there 
is not yet a large audience for operas in Japan. Accordingly, 
the income from such shows does not cover the expenses. A 
number of opera companies were formed in the p ast, and many 
famous European operas and some that were composed by 
Japanese artists were staged, but all these performances from the 
financial point of view proved a failure, causing the companies 
to close down their activities. 

The leading opera singers today are Mrs. ‘Tamaki Miura, 
Nobuko Hara, Miho Nagato, Kikué Takita, Téruko Tsuji and 
Takako Mikami (all of whom are soptanos); Aiko Saida and 
Yoshiko Sato (both of whom are mezzo-sopranos); Yoshiyé 
Fujiwara and Genjiro Nagata (tenors); and Ei-ichi Uchida, 
Takéo Itoh and Keisuké Shimoyakawa (batitones). As con- 
ductors, the most excellent are Kohsaku Yamada, Gurlitt and 
Masao Shinowara. Though opera in Japan is not as yet 
enthusiastically backed by the masses, the singers, orchestra 
players and conductors ate already possessed of ability enough 
to stage operas of any kind. The future of our opera world, 
therefore, may be thought to be very hopeful, 

Like all other nations, the Japanese ate found of singing. 
Every district of Japan has its own folksongs, which have te- 
tained their peculiar sounds from old times to this day. But 
Most of these folksongs are sung by peasants, fishermen and 
craftsmen while they are working, and the remaining ones are 
sung during local festivals. Not a few of them have become 
obsolete, mainly due to the changed conditions in life and in- 
dustry. Now the Nippon Min-yo Kyokai (Japan Folksong So- 


, ciety) is endeavouring in conjunction with the Japan Broad- 


casting Corporation to preserve all the extant folksongs by 
putting them on gramophone records or by recording them on 
musical notes. Despite this new activity, only the melodious 
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ones ate being either put on the air or recofded, while the 
others are being neglected. 

The first kind of songs that appeared to replace these old 
folksongs were those sung by school boys or girls. Most 
school songs are sung to the tune of Western music ; they ate 
lively, fresh, rhythmic and charming. For this teason, they have 
quickly spread throughout the country. As against this, Western 
artistic and popular songs were introduced through concerts and 
records, and as a result, there have appeared a number of new 
Western-style and popular songs, which smack of Japanese taste. 
Many young people of today know a considerable number of 
Schubert’s pieces. Such world-famous songs as “ Lorelei” and 
«Santa Lucia” are also popular in Japan. 

Enormous is the number of the songs which are composed 
in Japan, and strangely enough, almost all of them ate produced 
in the pattern of Western musical composition. But as they 
contain certain melodies or rhythms of Japanese music, the new 
Japanese songs, or modern songs, have a peculiar intrinsic 
charm of their own. For that reason, we have today old Japan- 
ese songs, songs introduced from the West and new songs 
composed by Japanese themselves. With regard to accom- 
panying instruments, we have samisén for popular Japanese songs 
and piano for Western-style songs. Lately, however, guitar 
and accordion have come into vogue as means of accompaniment. 

Of all Japanese musical instruments extant from old times, 
the most popular is samisén followed by oto. On the other 
hand, the most prized instrument among the families above the 
middle class is piano. It is often used to keep the peace and 
pleasure of a family. Many daughters of good families, where 
there are pianos, are found to be learning how to play on them 
for the purpose of becoming professional pianists. In Japan, 

gitls begin to play piano when they are five or six years old. 
This has been a phenomenon of the past ten or fifteen years. 
Early in the modern period, a gitl who was teported to be a good 
pianist could play some sonatas of Mozart with some difficulty. 
Today, however, in each girls’ school in Tokyo and Osaka there 


1334 


A SNAPSHOT OF JAPANESE MUSIC 


ate on the average five or six girls in a class who can play Liszt’s 
“ Hungarian Rhapsoay ” with ease. 

The first instrument the school gitls used, when songs were 
formerly taught at primary schools for the first time, was the 
teed organ. In about 1887, reed organs began to be manufac- 
tured in Japan. In 1900, great numbers of them were exported 
abroad, and in about the same year pianos began to be made. 
In 1920, great numbers of pianos had already been exported. 
This stride of musical instrument production has contributed 
much to spread the taste for piano in Japan. Reed organs are 
still used in all national schools and Christian churches in Japan, 
although pianos have become popular. 

Violin and mandolin were both in fashion from about I9IO 
to about 1920, especially among the non-professionals ; but they 
are now out of fashion and have become instruments for profes- 
sional musicians only. The manufacturing industry of stringed 
instruments, which had developed when they were in demand, 
extended its market all over the world. The most popular and 
widely used stringed instrument among non-professionals, 
particularly among young people, is now guitar, which is made 


din Japan. Besides this, the amateurs are also fond of mouth 


harmonica and accordion. As a matter of fact, 150,000 
harmonicas are sold in Japan every year. As regards accordion, 
it was first introduced to our country in 1932 and is now made 
in Japan. Every year 50,000 accordions ate sold. Both these 
two kinds of instruments are the favourite of the younger 
generation, who can play simple ensembles with them. 
Gramophone records are mainly manufactured by the fol- 
lowing five companies: the Nippon Victor, the Nippon 
Gramophone (Columbia), the Greater East Asia (Polydoor), the 
King Record (Telefunken) and the Imperial Gramophone. 
Approximately 25,000,000 records are sold every year. And 
about 20 per cent. of these are famous song records that have 
been sung in the West; about 35 per cent. are the Western- 
style song records that have been created in Japan; about 2; 
pet cent. ate old Japanese song records ; and the remaining 20 
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per cent. arelecture, speech or narrative records. This shows 
the stupendous influence which the gramophone records exert 
on the general public in Japan. It is undoubtedly amazing 
that Western music is so much sought after in our country. 
No less than 50,000 sets of Beethoven’s “ Fifth Symphony i 
records have already been sold. The number of his “ Ninth 
Symphony” records sold is 5,000. Schubert’s unfinished 
symphony tfecords arte said to surpass Beethoven 3. 2 Fitton 
Symphony ” in point of demand. It can be conjectured from 
this that publications of musical notes ate also numerous, 
though no figures are available as yet. 

The following nine leading journals are devoted to the study 
of music: Ongaku Bunka Shimbun (Musical Culture), published 
thrice a month ; Ongaku no Tomo (Companion to Music), monthly ; 
Ongaku Kohron (Musical Review), monthly ; Kokumin no Ongaku 
(Nation’al Music), monthly; Record Bunka (Record Cultute), 
monthly ; Swso Gaku (Wind-instrument Music), monthly ; 
Ongaku Kyo-iku (Musical Education), monthly ; San Kyoku (Trio 
of Musical Instruments), monthly ; and Ongaku Kenkou (Studies 
on Music), quarterly. Apart from them, many books on music 
ate tegularly published. Three versions of Beethoven’s life 
appeared in the past one year ; and it is estimated that on the 
average, seven or eight books on music are published every 
month. 

Chorus-singing and brass band playing have now become 
common features. They ate performed in schools, young men’s 
associations, factories, public offices, commercial companies, and. 
other places where people of about the same age live a collective 
life. There are now 4,000 brass bands exclusive of military 
and naval ones in the country. Of these, about 200 can give 
performance as concert bands. As for fepertoires, they play 
matches, waltzes, overtures, suites and Opera selections. Most 
of the conductors are expert musicians, and there are many 

students, workmen and clerks who are quite capable of giving 
excellent performances. 


As regards chorus, it appears that there are at present only 
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about 300 bodies. But there are many organizations devoted to 
chorus-singing in factories. Therefore, a combined total of 
all these bodies would come up to more than 1,000. It is a 
wonder to hear a group of factory-men and girls singing a com- 
plicated four-part or quartet chorus. The Japan Broadcasting 
Corparation, which has allotted a time to “National Chorus,” 
teaches a new and simple two-part or duet chorus to the people 
three times a week. The chorus and brass band represent one 
important side of the national receation movement. Their 
development is encouraged by the Government ; and they are 
supported by all the companies and factories. It is noteworthy 
that this has induced the Japanese people to enhance their talent 
and taste fot music. 

It is musical contests, too, that have led various kinds of 
music in Japan to make remarkable progress. As this appeals 
a gteat deal to the competitive spirit of the Japanese nation, the 
number of entrants is increasing year by year. As a natural 
result, the art and talent of musicians ate developing at a quicker 
rate. No less than three principal musical contests ate held every 
year. The first is Ongaku Konkuru (Musical Concouts). This 
is held under the auspices of the Tokyo Nichi Nichi and the Osaka 
Mainichi, two leading newspapets of Japan. The events of 
contests are vocal solo, violin and cello solo, piano solo, and 
composition. Any one who can start as a professional is entitled 
to be an entrant. Since 1932, this competition has been held 
in Tokyo and almost all the prize-winners are now: leading an 
active life in the music world of our country. The second is 
Gassho Kyoghi Kai (Chorus Competitive Meeting). ‘This is held 
under the auspices of the Kokumin Ongaku Kyokai (National 
Music Society). It was started in 1927. The kinds of contests 
ate mixed chorus, female chorus and male chorus. The thrid is 
Suisoh-gaku Konkuru (Brass Band Concours). This was begun in 
1935 and is held once a year in Tokyo, Osaka or Nagoya un- 
der the auspices of the Dai Nippon Suisoh-gaku Remmei (Japan 
Brass Band Federation). The kinds of contests are brass band 
performance and brass band solo.. 
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Besides the above, there are contests for children’s singing, 
middle-school singing, mandolin playing and harmonica playing. 
Composition contests ate frequently held by other promoters, 
too. Roundly, it can be said that all kinds of musical competi- 
tions held annually are some fifteen in number. In 1941, the 
Nippon Bunka Chuo Remmei (Central Federation of Japanese 
Culture) started yearly competitions for koto and nagauta com- 
positions in order to inject new life into the old Japanese music. 
Nagauta, which literally means “long song,” is a kind of song 
that is sung to the accompaniment of samisén. 

In Japan, singing is taught in national schools twice a 
week. All the songs that are taught there are written and 
composed by Japanese, and most of them are based on 
Western forms. Some of them, however, have rhythms of old 
Japanese music in them. They vety often contain two-part 
or three-part choruses. In middle schools, singing is taught 
once or twice a week. In some schools they teach how to play 
on piano. No music is taught in high schools, colleges and 
universities. As for schools of music, there are some fifteen 
private large ones, excepting the Tokyo Academy of Music, 

which is a Government institution. In these schools, the 
students are trained to be professionals and teachers of music. 
Every year about three hundred students come out as graduates 
from all these schools. About half of them become middle- 
school teachers of music, while the other half appear on the 
Stage or give private lessons. This musical education concerns 
the Western-style music only. As tegards old Japanese musical 
varieties, such as noh, Roto and samisén, they are taught in the 
Tokyo Academy of Music. But few students enter to learn any 
of these three varieties ; the large majority take ptivate lessons, 
for which they have to spend many years. It is true that this 
old-fashioned way of learning prevents old Japanese music from 
being rejuvenated or making progtess ; but it is equally true that, 


Owing to this fact, the most important tradition of old Japanese 
music is assiduously maintained. 


The administration of things musical is chiefly in the 
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hands of the Mombusho (Department of Education) and the 
Johokyoku (Board of Information). The staging of musical 
performances and the censorship of gramophone records ate con- 
trolled by the Naimusho (Home Office). As for matters relating 
to recreational music, they ate under the jurisdiction of the 
Koseisho (Welfare Ministry). There are, at present, nine im- 
portant bodies or organizations of musicians in the country, 
which control the diverse phases of music life. Besides these, 
here are several other otganizations which, like the formers, 
are devoted to the task of propagating music and bettering the 
life of musicians, composers, dancers and singers. 

From this snapshot of the various phases of Japanese 
music it will be observed that it has two distinct elements ; 
one is typically Japanese and the other modern. While the 
former represents the old music of the country, the latter con- 
sists of modernized Japanese music and Japanized Western 
music. Also Japanese musicians can play or sing almost all 
the Western masterpieces, for they are as proficient as Occidental 
artists. Japanese music has attained this commendable ac- 
complishment, because our musicians have been making a 
systematic study of Western music, as well as encouraging its 
nationalization. This is the treason why modern music of 
Japan is appreciated by international public. It would be 
incorrect to say that Japan is dependent on the progress of 
Western music to entich its musical world. The plain fact is 
that Japan, having mastered the art and technique of 
Western music, is now developing its modern music in its 
own way, which is no longer dependent on the Occident. 
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By K. TAKASHI ITOH 


HE Commonwealth of Australia is facing a difficult situation 
to cope with the increasing hazards of the sive wat. 
The Japanese naval successes in the Coral Sea and off the > eee 
Islands have exposed the vulnerability of the war machine o 
Major-General Douglas MacArthur, while bombing pene 
of the Japanese naval wat hawks are hampering the replenish- 
ment of the coastal defence. On top of this, the institution 
of a rigid naval blockade by the Japanese Navy has dislocated 
the movement of sea-borne traffic, which is essential for gearing 
up the war preparations of the Commonwealth. 

Prior to the outbreak of the war in greater East Asia, the 
average total volume of goods transported annually to and from 
the different states within Australia was roughly estimated at 
43,000,000 tons, one-fifth of which or approximately Keres 
tons were transported by coastal liners. However, with ae 
progress of the war, this sea-borne trade has been serious y 
interrupted. Moreover, in view of the fact that the cane 
system which connects all the states was constructed agai 
for the purpose of facilitating communications within eac 
state, it is not easy to reorganize promptly the land transporta- 
tion network to meet the pressing needs of wartime exigencies. 
This has caused the northern patt of Queensland, North Aus- 

tralia, the northern portion of West Australia and Tasmania to 
become economically separated from the heart of Australia, 
namely, the southeastern part of the Commonwealth, and as such, 
they have been mote or less left to lead their own independent 
economic life, In other words, these northern districts on the 
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mainland of Australia and Tasmania have not only been compelled 
to depend on their internal supply capacity to meet the demands 
of their daily life, but have also been driven to the necessity of 
ptoviding their war requirements locally. Furthermore, due 
to the disruption of the coastal shipping, they are unable to 
ship their products as freely as in the past to the southeastern 
ports of Australia, the main outlets of their export trade. In 
consequence, they are suffering from an undue accumulation 
of international ptoducts, which, in turn, has increased theit 
economic and military burdens. 

With the propagation of the policy of “ white Australia ” 
and the adoption of the protective tariff in 1900 for the promo- 
tion of domestic industry, the six states in Australia managed 
to organize themselves into a united Australia, but in so doing 
they failed to define the relations between the tuler and the ruled, 
owing to which fact there has“always been a lack of inter-state 
unity. Although more than forty years have elapsed since the 
formation of the so-called “ united Australia,” no indivisible 
unity has yet materialized. The result is that each state, under 
the impact of the Pacific war, has been forced to organize itself 
into a separate unit of the Commonwealth war mill. 

The doctrine of “white Australia” cannot be regarded 
as a genuine principle, particularly when ninety per cent. of 
the present 7,000,000 people of the Commonwealth are of British 
origin. Therefore, this doctrine should be considered as a. 
monopolistic policy of Britain. However, with such a general 
conception it would be difficult to understand the virtual aboli- 
tion of the immigration encouragement agreement between 
Britain and Australia and the keen economic competiton waged 
by the latter against the cotton industry of Lancashire, by en- 
forcing a protective tariff against the import of cotton goods 
from Britain. Nevertheless, it is a well-known fact that the 
compulsory emigration of convicts from Britain to Australia 
formed the corner-stone of the development of the Common- 
wealth. In this respect, it is noteworthy that even in the first 
immigration ship to Australia there were over 80 free immigrants, 
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in addition to 500 male and 200 female convicts, and also in- 
cluded among them were larcenists and political offenders 
connected with the Irish indepenence movement. 
The system of immigration of convicts was kept up for ; 
period of approximately fifty years and was only discontinue 
in 1840. The abolition of it was chiefly brought about by the 
working people of Sydney and other cities in southeastern parts 
of Australia, who freely settled in those areas. These settlers 
wanted to have their wages increased, for the convict workers, 
who were getting nominal payment, were competing with them. 
Therefore, it was really the selfish desire of these urban workers 
that formed the nucleus of the doctrine of “ white Australia.” 
For this reason, most drastic restrictions were imposed on im- 
migrants from Europe and even from Britain, not to speak of 
the restriction placed on coloured immigrants. This shows 
that the principle of “ white Australia ” is based on the desire of 
the Australian urban workers to monopolize the Commonwealth 
as their own nest. Accordingly, the term, “ white Australia,’ 
has a much narrower meaning, because it is generally identifiable 
with the aspiration of the urban working class. 
Despite the repeated military failures of Britain and the 
United States, Australia is still. placing reliance on them, be- 
cause the Australian leaders seem to think that their country 1s 
a miniature white world situated outside the pale of the con- 
tiguous Asiatic sphere. At the same time, being fully conscious 
of Japan’s striking power, they. are criticizing Britain for its 
inadequate military aid and are looking wistfully to the United 
States for securing sufficient assistance. As a sequel to this 
wishful longing, American armed forces have been dispatched to 
Australia to organize a joint defence front against Japan. Be 
that as it may, the moot point is whether the defence position of 
Australia can be substantially strengthened by relying on the help 
of the United States. It is seen that America is only interested in 
Australia. as an outlet for its exportable goods and as an anchorage 
for its political and military advances into East Asia. So fat, 
America has failed to show any constructive interest in the 
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economic adjustment of Australia as desired by the latter. It 
appears that the United States is more concerned with Canada 
with which British dominion it shares a common frontier ex- 
tending over a distance of some 3,000 miles, than Australia, 
which is located 7,500 miles away. ftom San Francisco. 

In 1940, when a shortage of shipping bottoms occurred on 
Australia-Britain run owing to the swift progress of the Euro- 
pean war, the United States agreed to purchase wool from the 
Commonwealth to alleviate its abrupt loss of tradee Now 
that the situation in the Pacific littoral has become unfavourable 
to Washington, the Australian authorities must be cognisant 
of the fact that such an emergency measure cannot continue for 
along time. On the other hand, the obvious shortage of trans- 
ports must have substantially curtailed the operation of shipping 
services between Australia and America. It is conceivable that 
so long as the present method of collaboration continues between 
Australia and Ametica, not only will the former be made to pay 
great economic sacrifices, but there is no guarantee that it might 
not be reduced to the status of a protectorate of Washington 
in the future. 

Having a small population of 7,000,000, Australia is not in 
a position to construct a powerful military set-up. For the 
same reason, the consumption of its domestic products is limited. 
In normal times, it used to depend on overseas markets for its 
industrial products, with the result that its economy was greatly 
regulated by its foreign trade. Quite apart from the wartime 
conditions, it would be meaningful to observe that all important 
commercial transactions of Australia with the British Empire, 
European countries and the United States have already reached 
a satutating point. As against this, the purchasing power 
of the peoples inhabiting the Oriental countries bordering the 

western Pacific and the East Indies has greatly increased of late. 
Especially, in the case of India a tremendous increase was 
witnessed during the past ten years, though the standard of living 
of the peoples in these countries has been climbing at a slow pace. 
This means that if Australia wishes to recover its economy pet- 
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manently, it must increase its commercial contacts with Oriental 
markets, attaching secondary importance to the British, European 
and American markets. As a matter of fact, Oriental countries 
ate most likely to act as its economic safety valve in the long 
run. ; 
Up to 1936, the different markets in East Asia imported 
as much as twenty-six per cent. of the entire exports of Australia, 
but in the following year the amount was reduced to eighteen per 
cent. of the total exports of Australia due solely to its policy of 
bringing pressure to bear on Japan’s foreign trade. In spite of 
that the exports from the East Asiatic markets to Australia main- 
tained the level of twenty-two per cent. of the total imports of 
Australia without in any way being affected by the political in- 
fluence of the Commonwealth Government. This fact serves 
to indicate that the commodities imported by it from the East 
Asiatic markets are absolutely essential, and that the importation 
of them cannot be increased or decreased by political considera- 
tions, nor can they be easily substituted by products from other 
markets. 

In the days when Australia was conducting brisk foreign 
trade with the different markets in East Asia, it always maintained 
a favourable trade balance with its exports amounting to 109 
or 116 as against its imports of 100. However, no sooner it de- 
liberately restrained its trade with East Asia than its foreign trade 
balance became pronouncedly reversed, with its impotts register- 
ing 114 Of 124 as against its exports of 100. This again clearly 
points out the value of the East Asiatic markets to Australia 
and the reason why it must realize the future potentiality of 
them. Even if Australia’s economy had been dependent on 
the European and American markets in the past, insofar as 
the present and future are concerned, it is apparent that its econo- 
my is linked to that of the Orient. 

_ Irrespective of the current war, the promotion of the inter- 
national position of Australia can only be sought in closer econo- 
mic intercourse with the various countries of East Asia. If 
Australia realizes this concrete fact, it needs no argument to 
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say that all the countries in East Asia will also recognize and 
respect its economic potentiality. Such a reciprocity will not 
only lead to a powerful economic tie-up between Japan and 
Australia, but will also bring about a closer economic relationship 
among all the countries in East Asia and India; and should this 
be accomplished, it is not either Japan or China or India, but 
Australia, which enjoys a very high percentage of productive 
power, that will secure the most advantageous position in that 
mutually beneficial economic accord. 

It is unfortunate that the present tendencies in Australia, 
at least the tendencies in political circles, are wholly in favour 
of complete reliance on the United States and Britain. The 
Australian statesmen in their efforts to continue their hostile 
attitude toward Japan seem to have shelved the question of 
“free” Australia. They have purposely made their country 
the cannon fodder of the Roosevelt administration to persist 
in their irrational standpoint in regard to the new harmony 
in greater East Asia. Nonetheless, the fact remains that 
economic co-operation between Australia-and the East Asiatic 
nations will facilitate the emergence of a new, harmonious under- 
standing among all the countries bordering the western Pacific 
and the eastern Indian Ocean. The longer Australia delays to 
acknowledge the inevitability of the creation of an Asiatic-Aus- 
tralian solidarity sphere, lesser will be its gain. The time has, 
indeed, come for Australia to ponder over the question of 
participating in the greater East Asia co-prosperity sphere. 

In a desperate attempt to put up resistance against Japan, 
the Commonwealth has made common cause with the United 
States, which is now utilizing it as its sowthwestern Pacific 
military base against this country. To a certain extent, this 
policy of submission to the United States is attributable to 
the fact that Australia has always been raising a portion of 
necessary funds in America, and that a great bulk of its for- 
eign trade has been dependent on the purchasing activity of the 
latter. When the Australian Labour Party had not acquired 
power, it was the the most forceful exponent of constructing 
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Australia for the Australians, but when it came into power it 
changed its policy and urged collaboration with the United 
States. Although the Australians are supporting the Americans 
being confronted with similar wartime difficulties, it is certain 
that they do not desite that Washington should dominate them 
either now or after, for they are eager to propagate their own 
way of life in a free and independent manner—a life which is not 
least affected by the participation of theit country in the greatet 
East Asia co-prosperity sphere. 

The geographical position of Australia clearly reveals 
that it is situated between the western Pacific and the easteta 
Indian Ocean and not in any part of the Atlantic or the eastern 
Pacific. Therefore, neither it can deny its closer affinity with 
greater East Asia, nor it can afford to remain isolated from 
that region. Its association with Britain and the United States 
is unnatural, because both these two nations belong to different 
distant spheres. The Anglo-American hold over it would only 
Ptecipitate frictions in the harmonious development of a new 
order in greater East Asia, particularly when it is located within 
the orbit of the Orient. Hence, it is more than obvious that 
Australia must recast its policy in order to fit in with the new 
conditions in this part of the world as an independent partner. 
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By TAKEO ONO 


A’ the present moment, when Japan’s interests and stakes 

have expanded considerably, the need for reorganizing 
its rural life in a more equitable and productive manner has be- 
come all the more important. It seems that a proper solution 
of the tenancy problem alone will not yield all-round benefits 
to the agrarian community. The question of establishing a 
small-holding system for the main purpose of safeguarding the 
legitimate rights of the cultivators shall have to be tackled as 
sympathetically as possible. The small-holding system. has 
been in existence in Japan since the early feudal period, but as 
its scope is comparatively limited, it has become necessaty to 
enlarge its sphere of activity, so that the project of reorganizing 
the entite agricultural fabric would make a forward move in the 
right direction. 

The obvious tendency toward intensive cultivation in this 
country should be traced back to reforms carried out in the land 
system in medieval times, when farm villages were under the 
control of farmer-soldiers. In peace time, these farmer-soldiers 
acted as landlords and heads of villages in which they lived, 
being empowered with such authorities by feudal lords. But 
with the growth of castle-towns in diverse parts of the country 
towatd the close of the medieval period, the majority of them 
left their villages to reside in those localities, ultimately becom- 
ing samurai-landlords. On the other hand, their tenants be- 
came small holders. However, a limited number of samurai- 
landlords even during the Tokugawa Shogunate continued to 
reside in farm villages, and they were known as goh-shi, or squires. 


1547 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


Since the number of goh-shi was negligible in comparison with the 
ovetwhelming population of their tenants, the latter strengthed 
their position as small holders. At the same time, the Tokugawa 
Shogunate, prompted by the desite to protect the intetests of 
the small holders on the one hand and prevent the tise of a 
potential landlord class on the other, completely prohibited 
transactions in respect of the transference of farm lands. Thanks 
to this beneficial regulation, the small holding system was main- 
tained until the end of the Tokguawa Shogunal administration. 
Throughout this last epoch of feudalism in the country, the 
arable land was intensively cultivated being held in fief by some 
200 manor lords. 
Following the Meiji Restoration, feudal agronomy undet- 
went a temarkable change and a new capitalistic arrangement 
came to prevail. The result was that farm lands became concen- 
trated to a great extent in the hands of landlords, but the happy 
sign was that the management of agricultural pursuits was not 
linked to capitalistic enterprises, which nonetheless stimulated 
the growth of agricultural activities, inasmuch as intensive 
cultivation was maintained by small holders, small-holding 
tenants and ordinary tenants. Moreover, a cleat-cut distinction 
was made between proprietors and managers of farm lands as a 
means to insure agrarian goodstanding under the reformed 
conditions. 

Although intensive cultivation is the special feature of 
Japan’s agriculture, it has to be admitted that an extensive 
agricultural undertaking on a nation-wide scale cannot possibly 
materialize owing to topographical, social and economic reasons. 
As. Japan is a mountainous countty, it is obvious that the scope 
of extensive cultivation by using mechanical implements is 
extremely limited. Furthermore, the arable land is divided 
into small, dispersed patches—a fact which automatically nullifies 
the prospect of a mass-scale Opetation. Also it must be noted 
that the cultivation of rice, which is the staple food of the Japa- 
nese people, is not undertaken from a purely commercial angle, 
but from the national viewpoint of having.a sufficient supply at a 
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teasonable low price. This. peculiar economic aspect naturally 
repels any attempt to commercialize food production by institut- 
ing an extensive agricultural method. ‘Then there is the question 
oflabour. It is highly unlikely that the Japanese farmers would 
welcome the proposition to become mere wage-earners in large- 
scale farms, especially when their devotion to the land makes 
them unwilling to forego their long-standing right as tillers. 
All these facts lucidly point out that extensive agriculture can- 
not succeed in this country. 

In spite of the above-mentioned disabilities, should ex- 
tensive farming be sponsored by attempting to purchase small- 
holdings now held by farmers or withdraw farm lands now leased 
to tenants, an unhealthy social problem is bound to crop up, 
ushering in a confusion in the relation between capitalism and 
tural economy. All tenants in Japan usually pay one-half of 
their agricultural yields to their landlords as rentals. Such high 
tentals constitute another obstacle in the way of extensive 
farming. 

It may be mentioned that soon after the Meiji Restoration, 
a proposal was mooted to implement the American method of 
extensive agriculture. The vetern farmers of the country op- 
posed it so bitterly that the Government gave up the idea of 
executing it in Japan proper, though it applied the same system 
to colonize Hokkaido. That is why intensive cultivation is, as 
usual, flourishing in Japan proper in the hands of small holders and 
tenant farmers. At present 31 per cent. of the farmers in this 
country are small holders, 42.4 per cent. are tenant farmers having 
small-holdings and 26.6 per cent. are ordinary tenant farmers. 
From these relative percentages, it is apparent that if all tenant 
farmers are made small holders by permitting them to acquire 
those patches of farm lands now held by them in tenancy, an 
ideal situation for intensive agriculture is more likely to develop. 
It is, indeed, gratifying to note that the Government is pursuing 
its land policy to achieve this end ultimately. 

But unless the existing high prices of farm lands are favourab- 
ly reduced, it would not be possible for the tenants to buy their 
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leased farms. Should they purchase expensive farm lands with 
payments being made in long-term instalments, their annual 
pecuniary burden would increase to a considerably amount, 
causing a severe strain on the flow of their economic, social and 
cultural activities. Under these circumstances, it would be wise 
not to disturb the present arrangement for some time, except 
extending legal and economic protection to the tenant farmers 
in order to facilitate the management of their tenanted lands. 
It is a fact that there are a number of defects in intensive 
farming and the small-holding system. ‘The former is far inferior 
in efficiency to extensive farming in regard to processing and 
marketing agricultural products, securing fertilizers and agricul- 
tural implements and conducting cultivation. These disadvan- 
tages confronting intensive farming can be successfully removed, 
provided organic co-operation and co-ordination are established 
among groups of small holders or small tenant farmets. Enet- 
getic efforts in this direction should be made through the Co- 
Operative Agricultural Union, numerous branches of which 
have been set up throughout the country. Some ten to twenty 
farming households in a neighbourhood may form a group of 
union, which may be affiliated with the industrial and agricultural 
associations of a village or a town in which the said neighbout- 
hood is situated. Such a procedure will not only result in 
enhancing the standard of efficiency of the member-farmers, 
but also will solidify the scope of organic co-operation and 
co-ordination among them. It seems that the Government 
is laying stress on this kind of grouping in executing its 
agricultural policies. Therefore, it has to be acknowledged that 
the Government’s endeavours aim at enabling intensive farming 
and the small-holding system to share those advantages that ate 
noticeable in extensive cultivation. 

The average acreage under cultivation by a farming house- 
hold in Japan is about one hectare. If it wete to be increased 
by half a hectare, the result would be that one out of every thtee 
families shall have to find a new means of subsistance outside 
the rural zone, and this outflow would cause a substantial drop 
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in the agratian population. The Government’s present popula- 
tion policy is based on making the farm villages account for 
40 per cent. of the entire population of the nation. The existing 
agricultural population corresponds to this figure. This shows 
that the Government’s population policy would be brought to 
nought should one out of every three farming families remove 
itself to an urban district or Manchoukuo. But in case of a 
natural increase, if only the surplus population is allowed to seek 
an outlet in urban centres or in Manchoukuo, not only the 
Government would remain satisfied, but also the agrarian com- 
munity, for it would have no extra population burden to 
shoulder. 

The entite agricultural fabric of Japan is hinged on the 
traditional family system. Most farming households in this 
country cultivate their farms with labour supplied by their 
family members. Very few of them enagage outside hands. 
On an average, the farming households in this country each 
has six members, of whom two or three are constantly employed 
in cultivating land as intensively as possible. Consequently, 
it is obvious that intensive farming must be maintained through 
an adjustment of farm lands, normalization of the tenancy system 
and co-operation and co-ordination among small holders and 
small tenant farmers. At present, there are numerous economic 
and cultural organizations in farm yillages devoted to the cause 
of rural uplift. Since the farmers are obliged to spend no small 
amount of their time and money in connection with the affairs 
of these organizations, it would be highly useful to unify all 
of them under a single rural body to look after the interest and 
welfare of the agriculturists. 

It seems that there is a necessity in Japan for establishing 
a system of hereditary estate for farmers. It is common know- 
ledge that a farmer does not feel satisfied until he owns a patch 
of land, however small it may be. Therefore, it is essential 
that a measure should be enacted to institute a hereditary property 
system for farmers, which would include in its scope proprietory 
tights. over farms, forest lands, farmsteads, live-stock and 
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agricultural implements. Also it should have provisions to 
enable the registrattion of each item of farm property with a 
court of law, so as to prevent it from being mortgaged, attached 
or auctioned. 

The hereditary estate system has been in force in France and 
Switzerland for a long time. In recent times, Nazi Germany 
implemented measures to reinforce its land structure. After 
a cateful investigation, Manchoukuo has lately incorporated 
adequate provisions for a hereditary estate system in the Farm 
Law, which was enacted some time ago to facilitate the coloniza- 
tion of the country. This legislation of Manchoukuo fully 
suggests what policy Japan should adopt in the future to protect 
the life and living of the farmers. 

As mentioned earlier, the farmers of Japan consist of small 
holders, tenant farmers having small-holdings and ordinary 
tenant farmers. Of them, the tenant farmers do not possess 
farm lands of their own. Therefore, a hereditary estate system, 
if enforced, cannot be applied to them so far as farm lands are 
concerned ; only their live-stock, agricultural implements and 
dwelling places can be registered with a court of law as their 
heriditary property. Among the small farming class, the small 
holders and tenant farmers having small-holdings are com- 
paratively well off, because each of them owns one of two 
hectares of arable land in addition to a dwelling-house, livestock 

and agricultural implements. ‘Therefore, it stands to reason 
that their interest should be safeguarded by enabling them to 
tegister their property as a hereditary one with a court of law. 

If the estate of a small holder is registered with a law coutt 
as hereditary property, it will become free from attachment 
ot foreclosure, and at the same time it will not be accepted as 
security for a loan. Thus a small-holding farmer would be 
deprived of an important means of taising funds in case of a 
teal necessity. This point must be considered in its right 
perspective in enacting a hereditary estate law, so that a propet 

provision could be included to relieve the genuine financial 
distress of the small-holding farmers. It may be added that the 
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industrial associations in farm villages, which are advancing loans 
to farmers, are in principle attaching more importance to their 
ability to manage farms than to the value of their farms. Hence, 
it is clear that the promulgation of a hereditary estate law will 
not clash with the function of these associations. But there is 
no denying the fact that the enforcement of a hereditary estate 
system will result in the evaporation of popular confidence in the 
farmers as far as their negotiable estate and movable property 
are concerned. This is another drawback which shall have to 
be rectified in a just and reasonable manner. 

Viewing the project of a hereditary estate system from 
all these angles, it is more than obvious that its fundamental 
effect would be negative in character, especially when it aims at 
pteventing the dispersion of farm estates. This means that 
under this system, the economic power of the farmers will 
not inctease to a high degree. Its benefit lies in the fact that 
it facilitates the elevation of landless farmers to small holders 
under a small-holding system. It may be in order of feasibility 
and importance to enact a tenancy law to protect the rights of 
tenant farmers, before seeking a legislation envisaging the es- 
tablishment of a hereditary estate control to promote a well- 
otdered small-holding structure. 

The continuance of the Pacific war has naturally accelerated 
the need of maintaining the healthy growth of farming popula- 
tion of Japan, the mainstay of the nation, irrespective of any 
development of agriculture in the co-prosperity sphere of greater 
East Asia. On the other hand, agricultural policies to be persued 
in the southern countries should be such as would assist the 
fostering of the time-honoured family system in Japanese villages. 
Japanese farmers may be dispatched to Manchoukuo and the 
southern countries, but emigration should not be encouraged 
at the expense of or by draining the farming population ; only 
farmers who ate found to be surplus or superfluous in the country 
should be sent abroad. At the same time, no step should be 
taken to disperse the farming households in Japan proper, which 
must be retained in their entirety, for they form the source of 
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man-power and food production in the countty. 

The reorganization of Japan’s agriculture must be under- 
taken in a manner to reinforce the structure of intensive farming 
on the one hand and the family system on the other. In a 
Japanese farm village, the social unit is the family, which has 
been assiduously carrying on intensive farming from generation 
to generation since remote times. This is the reason why rural 
families must be strongly banded together, while farm villages 
must be brought under a compact alignment to enable the har- 
monious organization of a district or a prefecture under a selfless 
unity of purpose, so that the nation can maintain a high degree 
defence State structure at all time to meet its necessary requite- 
ments. In that event, agriculture, the major industry of Japan, 
and agrarian population, the reservoir of man-power, will retain 
their respective important positions not only in a better and 

brighter form, but also without any fear of decay or demorali- 
zation in the future. 
Finis 
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By HIDEO MIY.ASHITA 


Oe upon the successful prosecution of the 
Pacific war, Japan’s sphere of activity has expanded to 
such an extent that it has become incumbent on it to determine 
its policies with regard to nations contiguous to the greater 
East Asia co-prosperity sphere. For that reason, it is closely 
observing the situation in the Union of South Africa which, 
under the leadership of General Jan Smuts, is assisting Britain 
in its war efforts against the Axis Powers. 

General Smuts is an internationally known statesman. His 
name came into banner headlines when he sponsored the Boer 
War in order to “defend the rights and privileges” of the 
Africanders. And it is he who subsequently disappointed his 
countrymen, when he told them that “for you and for myself 
there is no alternative but to become British subjects.” Thus 
he compelled the Africandets to submit to British domination. 
It is, therefore, no wonder that he has now become the protector 
of British imperialism in the Union of South Africa. The South 
Africans call him “ Slim ” Smuts which signifies that the slender 
genetal is a crafty politician. 

About ten years ago, when the complete disposal of the 
Manchurian affair was under way, the British Empire countries 
and colonies instituted a trade discrimination against Japan 
to curtail the flow of its cotton piecegoods and other articles. 
This policy of trade war was initiated in retaliation to Japan’s 
endeavour in founding Manchoukuo. The Union of South 
Africa at that time not only endorsed such a move, but also 
suggested the adoption of a sterner attitude toward Japan. 
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General Smuts in his vatious addresses requested Japan to be 
guided by the spirit of the League of Nations and, declaring 
that the Manchurian issue would eventually disturb the peace of 
the Pacific area, urged the European nations to implement joint 
measures to provide against such a contingency 1n co-operation 
with the United States. Moreover, to rouse the wrath of Europe 
against Japan, he went so far as to intimate that the latter was 
planning to seize the gold mines of South Africa ! 

During the first World War, General Smuts, who was Deputy 
Premier then, evinced a great interest to occupy the German 
colonies in Africa. As a result, the African troops invaded 
German possessions in southwestern and eastern Africa, and 
after the termination of the hostilities, all German colonies 
were annexed by the Union of South Africa under a mandate 
system, which was personally devised by General Smuts. With 
the rise of Nazi Germany, however, General Smuts began to 
entertain misgivings in respect of the colonial aspiration of 
Chancellor Hitler. Asserting that Germany was planning to 
recapture its African colonies, he manipulated the emergence 
of an unnecessary anti-German spirit in the Union and deliberately 
discouraged the movement for its secession from the British 
Empire. This instance clearly discloses how asseveratingly 
General Smuts is championing the cause of British imperialism 
in the world. 

After the close of the first phase of the Pacific war, when 
the Japanese Navy extended its field of operations to the western 
Indian Ocean, General Smuts placed the Union of South Africa 
at Britain’s disposal to facilitate the latter’s attack on Diego 
Suarez in Madagascar. In this, way, he conveniently ignored 
the neutrality of France to make Diego Suarez the backdoor of 
South Africa. Shortly after that, Japanese submarines attacked 
Diego Suarez, as well as Durban, an important port in eastern 
South Africa. Immediately, General Smuts came out with a 
statement depicting the so-called “aggresive menace” of 

Japan, and exhorted the South African people to defend thett 
country in firm collaboration with Britain and the United States. 
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Significantly enough, he made no attempt to explain Japan’s war 
aims and its sincere desire to ptopagate regional harmony in 
gteater East Asia and good-neighbourly relations with other 
countries. 

Although Egypt in North Africa possesses a brilliant time- 
honoured culture of its own, there still exist several backwatd 
tegions in the continent of Africa. This vast conglomeration 
of earth and of mankind housing 200,000,000 people has a tragic 
history behind it, for in the past, millions of its negro inhabitants, 
had been forcibly indentured in Europe and America as slaves. 
Between the middle of the nineteenth century and the beginning 
of the twentieth century the rivalry for supremacy in Africa 
among European Powers caused the Aftican people to bear 
untold sufferings mutely and in humble obedience. They are 
now eagerly expecting that the termination of the international 
turmoil would bring about a new order under which they will 
be able to enjoy peace and prosperity, without being frettered 
by capitalistic exploitation and imperialistic oppression. Hence, 
it is natural that Japan, Germany and Italy, which nations are 
exerting their best efforts to create a totalitarian international 
otder, should take due note of the expectation of the dumb and 
oppressed millions of Africa. 

The Union of South Africa, situated at the southern ex- 
tremity of the “dark” continent, constitutes the only white 
country in that area. It has purposely instituted a colour bar 
to deprive the negroes of their legitimate right to claim racial 
equality and equal privilege. Its 2,000,000 white people are 
constantly keeping down the 6,500,000 negroes, who are quite 
capable of proving their worth provided proper opportunities 
and guidance are given to them. The white South Africans are 
dominating them, because they fear that once the negroes 
become fully conscious of their rights it would be very difficult 
for them to tetain their superimposed control. As such an 
unfeeling policy is contrary to the conception of human harmony, 
Japan and other Axis Powers are not only sympathetic toward 
them, but are unfeignedly anxious to see that they secure their 
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ptoper place in consonance with the fulfilment of their 
reasonable demands. a 

The curious thing is that the racial question in South Aftica 
is not marked by the white and negro distinction only. Among 
the 2,000,000 whites, there is a distinction between the British 
South Africans, who constitute one-thitd of the population, 
and the remaining two-third Boers. Furthermore, there are 
200,000 Indians who are suffering from various discriminations 
—economic and social—being classed under the category 
of coloured people. Then there are about 800,000 part whites 
and part negroes who are called coloured people of the Cape, 
and they enjoy a better treatment than the negroes, especially 
when theit standard of living is nearer to that of the whites. 
Even then, they do not seem to be satisfied with the behaviour 
of the white people who look down om them. Also there is a 
Chinese problem on account of the Chinese coolies working in 
the gold mines. All these questions have increased racial 
confusions in South Africa. 

It appears that the future stride of South Africa is not so 
much dependent on the solution of the colour bar question as 
on the settlement of differences that exist between the British 
South Africans and the Anglicized Boers. Following the termina- 
tion of the Boer War, the London Government, extolling its 
self-enunciated “ democratic” principle, organized the Union of 
South Africa in 1910 on the pattern of dominion status. In 
that connection, both General Botha, former commander-in- 
chief of the Boers, and General Smuts played important parts. 
When the Union was formally inaugurated, the former became 
Premier and the latter Deputy Premier. Despite this conciliatory 
move, the Boers, that is Africanders, felt that they were being 
dominated by the British settlers. Consequently, an animosity 
gtew up between these two factions—an animosity which is still 
being nurtured by the present Anglicized Afticanders, whose 
attitude can be interpreted like that of the Americans during 
their War of Independence. | 

It may be recalled that resenting the Botha-Smuts compromise 
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with Britain, General Hertzog formed a nationalist party 
to agitate for securing the independence of South Africa. This 
patty is still advocating its cause, and General Hertzog is not 
only opposing South Aftica’s military collaboration with Britain, 
but is utilizing every occasion to press his viewpoint with regard 
to the formation of a South African Republic. At present, the 
Hertzog Party is in the opposition and, though it is a minority 
organization, the fact remains that not all the Afticandets are 
supporting Britain. 

The reason why the nationalist Afticanders do no desire 
to remain under the dominion tule of Britain is that they con- 
sider South Africa as their own homeland. When the Cape 
Colony tussle between the British settlers and the Boers, who ate 
descendants of the Dutch pioneers, culminated in victory for 
Britain, the Africanders’ misery began to pile up owing to 
increasing British duplicity. They were forced to emigrate to 
unexploited regions, and as soon as they developed those locali- 
ties, the British Government, employing a “protective” policy, 
brought them under their control. In this manner, the Boers 
were made to move ftom one place to another, and ultimately 
being exhausted they rose up in arms to defend their rights, 
with the result that the Boer War broke out leading to the 
establishment of the Union of South Africa. 

From this hitorical background it is clear that the situation 
in South Africa is quite dissimilar to that in Canada and Australia. 
The majority of the people in the last two dominions are of 
British origin ; whereas the structure of the former is composed 
of different races, indicating a political feature somewhat like 
Eire. On the other hand, the reason why the nationalist agita- 
tion of the Hertzog group has not assumed a serious com- 
plexion is that the majority of the modern Boers are supporting 
the stand of Premier General Smuts. Nevertheless, it can be 
conjectured that with the growth of new conditions in areas ad- 
jacent to South Africa, which would inevitably cause an adverse 
tepercussion on the popularity of General Smuts, the Nationalist 
Party may come into prominence to shape the future destiny of 
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the Union on a new model.. Therefore, the Nationalist Party, 
regardless of its limited influence, should be considered as the 
exponent of new order in South Africa. 

Before the start of the current European war, General 
Hertzog, by effecting a compromise with General Smuts, had 
been running the Union administration. And when the European 
war ensued, General Hertzog, then Premier, submitted a resolu- 
tion to the Legislature on September 4, 1939; with the object 
of maintaining normal relations with Germany. He took such 
a step in pursuance of his previous public pledge. His conten- 
tion was that the Union of South Africa is the only competent 
authority to declare war and not the British Government on its 
behalf. But as his resolution was defeated by a majority of 
votes, with General smuts and his followers taking the lead in 
Opposing it, General Hertzog tendered his resignation and a 
Smuts Cabinet was formed, which on September 6 declared 
warton Germany. This makes it obvious that if opportunities 


come to General Hertzog he will not hesitate to carry out his 


policy of non-reliance on Britain. 

Incidentally, it may be noted that during the last World 
War there was considerable unrest in the Union of South Africa. 
General Maritz, rising in rebellion with his men in collusion with 
the Germans, invaded the northern part of the Cape Colony, 
while General de Vedt and General Bayers stirred up uprisings 
in the Orange-Free State and the Transvaal. The situation be- 
came so tense that General Botha in agreement with General 
Smuts enforced martial law, and thus suppressed the first in- 
dependence movement of the Africanders after the Boer War. 
In the present European war, Britain is, indeed, fortunate in 
that the Boers have not yet made any positive attempt to launch 
an independence campaign. 

What step the nationalist Boers would take to gain theit 
demand is rather difficult to predict. It may be that with the 
prolongation of the international hostilities, they may manceu- 
vre to win their cause through some peaceful means. The 
only thing which seems to be definite is that the independence 
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movement there will not die out, particularly when it has been 
kept up for more than two decades. ‘There is no reason to doubt 
that General Hertzog and his adherents would try their best to 
ventilate their grievances, though they are working under wartime 
limitations and restrictions. 

The campaign for the independence of South Africa under 
the sponsorship of General Hertzog dates back to 1914, when, 
with the commencement of the World, War, he submitted a 
resolution to the Legislature similar to the one placed before it 
on Spetember 4, 1939, urging the maintenance of South African 
neutrality. Again in 1919, he filed with the British Cabinet and 
then with the Versailles Peace Conference a petition requesting 
the formation of a republic in South Africa. His neutrality 
resolution was defeated in the Legislature, while his petition 
was set aside by Lloyd George, then Prime Minister of Britain. 
In the post-bellum period, he found it advisable to capture the 
administration without losing sight of the independence issue. 
Now that he is leading the opposition, it can be expected that he 
may secute only minor advantages for South Africa, because it is 
not possible for him to tackle the question of independence in a 
positive manner until and unless he can manage to obtain the 
support of the majority. Even if it is anticipated that he will 
again become the leader of a majority combination, it may be 
pointed out that when he became Premier in 1924 leading the 
majority patty, he did not make the independence question 
a national issue, for his administraton was dependent on the 
support of a makeshift coalition. Hence, it is clear that unless 
General Hertzog can win a single party majority, he will find no 
opportunity to lead a country-wide independence movement 
or introduce measures directed toward the formation of a South 
African Republic. In view of this complication in party strength, 
it would be wise not to make a definite forecast concerning 
the issue. 

In June, 1941, General Hertzog requested Premier General 
Smuts to suspend war operations immediately on the ground 
that the utilization of national man-power for the sake of external 
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warfare would spell the ruin of the country. At the end of 
August, the same year, he moved a resolution in the Legislature 
recommending that negotiations be opened with Germany and 
Italy for the conclusionof a separate armistice, but it was outvoted, 
General Smuts making a scathing denunciation of the attitude 
of the mover. 

At present, General Hertzog in conjunction with Dr. Malan 
is advocating the necessity of establishing a South African Re- 
public. Dr. Malan, a vetern champion of the cause of South 
African independence, is an influential politician. He was a 
member of the Hertzog Cabinet and still enjoys a following. 
Quite lately he declared that Japan is fighting to secure living 
space in East Asia. Among other opposition personalities, 
mention may be made of former Defence Minister Pirow and 
formet Finance Minister Pavenga, who ate apparently agitating 
for the withdrawal of South African forces from various wat 
sectors, demanding at the same time South Africa’s severance 
of connection with the British Empire. 

The Smuts administration aided by the majority people 
has not only embroiled South Africa in an unnecessary wat with 
the Axis Powers, but has deliberately shelved the issue of in- 
dependence to remain at the beck and call of Britain. General 
Smuts, who once became the hero of the Boer War, has now 
become the subservient saviour of British imperialism in South 
Africa. His political volte face is more than amazing. The 
question is whether the Africanders will continue to submit to 
his policy of “loyalty to the British Crown,” forgetting the 
import of the solemn declaration of the late Boer President 
Steyn that the “time will come when out allegiance toward 
ourselves as a nation will be greater than toward the Crown.” 

The nationalist Africanders’ aspiration to secute the 
political independence of their countty is a just one. There is 
no reason why the British Africans, who have now become parts 
and parcels of South Africa, should not identify themselves 
with the nationalist cause. On the other hand, those African- 
ders who are supporting General Smuts are no doubt smarting 
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under the agony of an unhappy burden, for it is certain that they 
cherish the cause of independence, though they are not able to 
indicate their feeling, being under the domination of an 
unscrupulous clique. 

Japan, German and Italy are sincerely sympathetic toward 
the cause of South African independence, and they hope that 
the people of South Africa will establish their own rule divorced 
from Britain, so that they, too, can participate in the construction 
of the Axis new order in the world which is now under way. 
The time has come for South Africa to realize that if it were to 
exist as a self-governing unit, it must co-operate with the Axis 
nations, for collaboration with them alone can yield genuine 
political freedom to it. 
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JAPANESE CULTURE AND NATIONAL VIRILITY 


It is generally asserted that the development of the civilization of a 
nation has always been marked by a corresponding: decrease in its 
physical virility. It seems that such an assertion is based on the 
historical fact that highly civilized nations have often been overthrown 
by much less civilized countries. To a great extent this obsetvation 
appears to be tenable. In’the case of Japan, however, which has a 
long history of its own, it is seen that it has passed through many vicis- 
situdes and has arrived at its present standard of national efficiency and 
vitality by surmounting various obstacles, internal and external. 

Certain critics attribute the strength of the Japanese people to 
their peculiar national traits, simple living and slowness of the develop- 
ment of their science and arts. It is true that the Japanese people pos- 
sess an inherent determination to prosecute their own way of life, and 
that they are passionately attached to simplicity in making their existence 
happy and unassuming. With regard to slowness of the development 
of Japanese science and arts, it may be pointed that such a factor did 
not at any time retard the natural advancement of Japanese civilization. 
That is why some conscientious Western critics admit that the intrinsic 
quality of original Japanese civlization is not inferior to that of Occiden- 
tal culture. As against this, ordinary Westerners, noting that the 
Japanese house is made of wood, bamboo and paper, ate prone to 
regard Japanese civilization as lower than their own. Even then, they 
do not hesitate to recognize the fact that the Japanese house has a 
characteristically elegant refinement—simple and yet charming. 

Since Westerners are inclined to make Japan’s sense of zstheticism 
a criterion in gauging its civilization, it has to be admitted that from 
that angle too its high standard is noticeable. Those foreigners who 
have made a study of Japan’s industrial art often point out that manufac- 
tured articles of purely Japanese style have a greater artistic beauty than 
those which are mete imitations of Western style. This is another 
factor which indicates the uniqueness of Japanese culture. 

There is a group of Occidental dogmatists who are bent upon dis- 
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crediting the high qualities of Japanese civilization by using irrelevant 
and substancelessarguments. One of their favourite points of argu- 
ment is that, until the advent of the Meiji era, fedual Japan had been 
using vegetable oil burning lamps and candles, while at that time kerosene 
oil lamps were in vogue in the Occident. They deliberately refuse to 
take into account the exquistie style of Japan’s lighting arrangement, 
which displayed its elegance and artistic beauty as early as the Heian 
period. Because Japanese lighting devices have an esthetic grandeur 
of theit own, their special features have been incoporated into modern 
electric lamps. If it is true that the civilization of a country is re- 
flected in its refinement in life, Japanese civilization, which is undoubt- 
edly refined, shall have to be acknowledged in its proper milieu. 

As tegards spiritual culture, there is no denying the fact that the 
Japanese nation has not evolved any religion and philosophic concep- 
tions like that of ancient India and Greece. But it would be incorrect to 
consider the spiritual power of Japan as something analogous to an im- 
pulsive outburst or instinctive vitality of a ptimitive people. It must be 
remembered that the Japanese people have persistently claimed that 
their spititual power is the outcome of a long period of spiritual training 
sptead over several centuries. In point of efficiency, this power is not 
inferior to that of any foreign nation possessing a great religion or 
philosophy. 

From ancient times, it has been maintained that although civiliza- 
tion promotes the development of racial life, it has a factor or condition 
for weakening the vitality of the same life. Confucius, who observed 
this trait, regarded civilization as a harmonious combination of dis- 
similar bun (culture) and shitsu (substance). He came to the conclusion 
that a civilization could only attain perfectness, provided it had the 
power to continue the process of progressive blending of these two 
component elements. Even then hg attached greater importance to 
the progress of shitsu. This way of thinking has been common both 
in the East and West. 

It appears that while Westerners consider civilization as an outlet 
of intellectual creation and mental power, Orientals, exclusive of Indians, 
hold that a thought which has no bearing on the movement of actual 

life should not influence the flow of pragmative life. This conception 
is the finality of all Confucian practicalisms. In a way it can be said 
that Oriental peoples have been developing their thoughts as means 
of bettering their lives, instead of fostering them as abstract, unattached 
entities. 
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It can be argued at great length to show that Westerners have been 
abstract-minded ; whereas Orientals practical-minded. Since the Meiji 
Restoration, Japan has been assimilating these two different aspects, with 
the result that it has now evolved a civilization of high merit, simul- 
taneously reinforcing national vitality. In the remote past, the 
ancestors of the Japanese people unified several aboriginal tribes, who 
had varying primitive cultures, customs and languages, and absorbed 
them into the racial structure of the Yamato people, who had a higher 
civilization of their own. In this way, racial and cultural solidarity 
was accomplished. In modern times, Japan assimilated the best of 
Occidental civilization to reorientate that solidarity in a new puissant 
manner. 

The growth of Chinese civilization has been qute idifferent 
from that of Japan. In the continent, the Han race no doubt absorbed 
many lesser races from adjoining areas, and yet only the upper classes 
of those races were thoroughly assimilated into the Han system. This 
is the reason why there are diverse languages and customs in China— 
a fact which indicates that genuine national solidity has yet to be attained. 
In spite of its lofty culture, China has not yet been able to increase the 
cultural standard of the lower strata of the soceity. Japanese culture, on 
the other hand, has brought about a uniform culture which is common 
to all people. At least in this sense Japanese civilization has something 
to offer to modern China. 

It is, indeed, noteworthy that Japanese culture belongs to the 
people as a whole. Neither the nobility nor the masses can claim 
seperately that it is their own ; in fact, it belongs to both of them, for 
they have contributed their respective shares toward its advancement. 
As early as the Heian period verse-composition had become popular 
even in the remotest corners of the country. Similarly, the ancient 
court music, gagaku, influenced provincial music and fine arts which, 
in turn, made their way into major cities later. Sarugaku, one of the 
ancient local arts, was developed into now-famous zoh, which became 

a favourite amusement of the aristocratic people of the cities during the 
feudal period. 

SISA. careful scrutiny of Chinese civilization tends to indicate that it 
is defective in that the Chinese farmers, who consitute the bulk of the 
eee ba continent, ate either keeping away from national 
ieee Stengel fe pee arty aut to fit into it. This is 
virility of China. The Enon oe aa Fi Acs cana 5 ian 

. n between bun and shitsu which is detectable 
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there is only confined to the upper stratum of the society. Unless such 
a fusion is harmoniously cultivated to link the mass life with national 
culture, the standard of efficiency and vitality of China cannot become 
uniformly solid. 


When the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-5 broke out, international 
observers thought that China, being blessed with a huge material 
power and substance, would emerge victorious; but they failed to 
notice that its high-grade bun was the property of the upper class only. 
Because of this chronic disability, China was defeated and had to come 
to terms with Japan. Inthe modern age, the failure of Anglo-American 
civilization to register a marked impression on the fundamental fabric 
of Chinese civilization is due to the fact that modern China, which has 
acquired a strong vitality as a sequel to constant internecine warfare 
since the dawn of republicanism in the country, is quite capable of 
asserting its own right in its own place. 

It would be more than inappropriate to ascribe the rapid stride 
of Japan and the splendid war results it has achived since the start of 
the current Pacific war to the primitiveness underlying its civilization. 
As a matter of fact, such accomplishments should be attributed to its 
peculiar one-way national virility, which impells the Japanese people 
to exert their best to protect their own way of life during emergencies, 
as well as in peace time. ‘There has always been a force at work in 
Japan which imparts a significant stimulus to make the Japanese people 
remain constantly devoted to the cause of the nation. This devotion 
not only urges them to increase their physical vitality, but also their 
moral power and cultural refinement. 

The history of Japanese civilization is, however, not free from 
spasmodic degeneration. The country practically lost its vitality during 
the later Heian period and the Ghénroku era. The Heian civilization 
brought about a cultural and art evolution, but demoralized Japan’s 
military civilization. Hence, Kamakura military culture rose as a 
reaction, and since then Japan, with the exception of a few disorderly 
petiods, has been nurturing its military and artistic culture in a conjoined 
manner. It would, therefore, be in the order of things to say that the 
civilization of Japan does not mean either a military culture or an 
zesthetic culture, but the combination of the two. In other words, 
Japan has systematically united bun with shitsu to maintain the high 
quality of its civilization and national virility. 

The present-day Japanese civilization cannot be said to be quite 
at pat with the scientific culture of the West. This weak point needs 
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tectification. And for that reason, it is imperative that Japan from now 
on must endeavour its best to develop its scientific system on a solid 
basis, so that it can compete with the present and future strides of 
Occidental scientific culture. 

—Nyozékan Haségawa (The Chuo Koron, September, 1942)! 


FEATURES OF EAST ASIATIC ECONOMY 


With the stabilization of Anglo-American economic intercourse in 
this part of the world, East Asiatic economy became linked to it. As a 
result, all the East Asiatic nations began to exert their utmost to in- 
crease the production of those raw materials which wete found indis- 
pensable to the maintenance of the daily life of the United States, Britain 
and other Western nations. As the production of such materials in- 
cluded rubber, sugar and tin, the East Asiatic nations had no other 
option but to sacrifice the development of their respective national 
economy to meet the requirements of Western countries, especially of 
America and Britain. These adverse economic relations made them 
so dependent on the Anglo-American nations that they were compelled 
to sell their raw products to them, importing in return various articles 
from the United States and the United Kingdom, which two countries 
ultimately became their main customers. In view of this monopolistic 
transactions, they were obliged to settle their trade accounts in British 
pound sterling or American dollar. 

Today, owing to the progress of the Pacific war in favour of Japan, 
the situation in greater East Asia has undergone a remarkable change. 
The Anglo-American economic domination has been eliminated, and 
steps have been taken to establish a new, original economic fabric based 
on mutual co-operation. Certain observers are of the opinion that this 
new economic set-up can be better organized by undertakin ga thorough 
industrial readjustment. They suggest that, for the purpose of insuring 
economic self-sufficiency, it would be advisable to turn the surplus 
sugar and rubber plantations into cotton-growing centres. It seems, 
however, that the initiation of a step of this nature is liable to lead to a 
substitution of Japanese products in place of Anglo-American 
merchandise. This would mean the construction of an economic struc- 
ture following the pattern of Anglo-American economic explotiation. 
Therefore, judicious care should be taken to ptevent the growth of an 
exploiting system in order to us her in a system destined to work for 


1 Nyozékan Haségawa is a noted freelance critic on culture and social affairs. 
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the common good of each unit of greater East Asia. 


A writer in probing into the conditions prevailing in the East 
Indies says that he has noted the existence of a complex society there. 
He calls it a compound society, for the social structure has more than 
two distinct strata. In view of this social distinction, he asserts that 
the institution of the various phases of the modern economics of Europe 
in the East Indies would not facilitate the realization of the ideal of 
co-prosperity. Hence, it is obvious that in constructing a new economic 
structure in greater East Asia, significant importance should be attached 
to the question of developing a compound economy. But how this 
compound economy is to be developed is a matter which requires 
cateful handling and investigation. 

As long as the Dutch administration remained in the East Indies, 
the economic system there was marked by a number of incongruities 
which have been ably exposed by Farnival. In endorsing the views 
of Farnival, it must be pointed out that in the Netherlands East Indies 
there existed three distinct social layers—one Dutch, the second Chinese 
and the third Indonesian. Each of them had its own racial, religious 
and cultural peculiarities, and these differences spurred the evolution of 
a three-fold economic fabric. The Indonesians constituting the main 
bulk of the population in the country remained poverty-stricken. They 
cultivated Indian corn, cassava, peanut, soya bean, potato, sweet potato, 
rubber, sugar, tobacco, tea and copra and exported the last five products 
to different markets of the world in a manner which yielded high profits 
to the Hollanders. In other words, the Dutch administration 
manipulated the economic life of the East Indies to its best advantage. 
At the same time, it raised tariff walls to restrict the inflow of goods 
from those countries which were not included in its commercial ring. 


‘This shows that the Dutch administration exploited the Indonesians 


politically and economically, but refrained from interfering in their way 
of life and religious faith. 

The economic activities of the Chinese residents also curtailed 
the expansion of indigenous economy. For a long time industrious 
Chinese had been migrating to the East Indies to start their life anew. 
On their arrival, they used to take up all kinds of odd jobs, and soon 
acquiring a small capital used to open shops in any suitable place. 
Gradually, a good number of these Chinese shopowners became con- 
siderably wealthy, and so they shifted their business to large towns or 
important cities, ultimately becoming potential merchants. Other 
Chinese engaged themselves in various small industries, such as shoe- 
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making, tailoring, etc., with the consequence that the entire Chinese 
community in the East Indies became a potential factor in the movement 
of national economy. Moreover, as they remitted home a portion of 
their income and invited their relatives or friends to come to the East 
Indies, the Indonesian people found themselves in the grip of another 
outside economic control. From these facts, it is clear that the establish- 
ment of the Dutch administration in the East Indies together with the 
stablization of the economic activities of the Chinese community 
not only created a compound economic system, but also a complex 
society. : 

It may be observed that social complexities or compound societies 
that exist in Thailand, Burma and India are due to factors which are 
somewhat identical in nature to those prevaling in the East Indies under 
the Dutch colonial rule. In Thailand, the economic activities of 
Britons, Chinese and Thailanders have brought about a compound 
society. In Burma, the enterprises of British, Chinese and Indian econo- 
mic quarters have evolved a compound social structure, while the com- 
plexity of the Indian society in India is noticeable in its various 
indigenous features, as well as in the existence of a British system. 

In regard to China, although the same analogy can be made ap- 
plicable to a certain extent, it would be useful to recognize the fact 
that it has a peculiar internal economy of its own. Agriculture is the 
mainstay of the economic life of the continent, and, moreover, each 
district is a self-sufficient economic unit. These units always endeavour 
to maintain internal economy on a self-sufficiency basis, For the put- 
pose of external economic relations, China possesses a number of large 
commercial port-cities, such as Tientsin, Shanghai, Hongkong and 

Canton, which, before the eclipse of Britain and the United States 
from greater East Asia, were bases of Anglo-American capitalism. 
Contacts between these economic units and port-cities are maintained 
through a buying agency system peculiar to China. Prior to the out- 
break of the Pacific war, these buying agents used to purchase products 
from the districts for their British and American clients, who used to 
export them to different markets. Also through these buying agents, the 
British and American concerns used to sell their merchandise in various 
parts of China. Although Anglo-American business in China has 
now come to a standstill, it would be meaningful to note that due to 


the prevalence of the buying agency system, the interior centres of 


China have not yet been brought under the operation of the European 
economic system. 
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China’s external business operations are regulated by the movement 
of commodities. Generally, small traders and merchants travel to 
interior centres and buy up the available surplus products direct from 
the farmers and producers, and sell them to wholesalers in small towns, 
who again transfer them to dealers connected with business concerns 
in large towns. These concerns then sell them to local dealers, who 
make them over to wholesalers in district cities who, in turn, consign 
them to big cities through the buying agents. On the other hand, 
there are some producers who dispatch their products direct to Shanghai 
by transporting them in rafts down the Yangtze. Though this time- 
honoured method of transporting goods is still in vogue, the buying 
agency system is the most popular. 

The currency movement in China, too, deserves attention, for 
it generally circulates through wholesalers and money-exchangers. 
The cycle of currency movement through money-exchangers is com- 
pleted in a much shorter space of time than the cycle of the disposition 
of goods. Because of this comparatively quick circulation of currency, 
the interior trading centres constantly remain in touch with bigger 
markets. Ifa fluctuation in the exchange rate occurs in Shanghai, its 
tepetcussion is immediately felt in distant quarters, influencing the 
market value of the surplus products of the interior markets. 

From these brief descriptions of the economic peculiarties of 
China, Burma, Thailand, the East Indies and India, it is apparrent 
that due to their compound social structures their economic systems 
have become complex. But the question is how far these compound 
systems ate functioning in a properly united manner. It is common 
knowledge that a compound economic system can only function smooth- 
ly when there is political and economic unity. On the other hand, in a 
countty where political and economic co-ordination is strong, there 
is no need for organizing a compound economic system. In Japan, 
therefore, no such economic structure is required because of its political 
and economic solidarity. 

Owing to the exigencies of war, Japan has adopted the system 
of control economy. It is needed, among other things, to increase 
the productivity of the heavy and chemical industries which is essential 
for the manufacture of wat materials There is a wide difference between 
the heavy and chemical industries and agriculture. While the former 
ate concerned with producing inorganic materials, the latter yields 
organic products. The unique feature of Japan’s control economy is 
that ,it fosters many heterogenous industries and makes them prosper 
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in a harmonious manner. To promote the new economic structure of 
Japan, it appears that the scope of control economy shall have to be 
extended to financial sphere also. 

The present financial system of Japan is such that while there are 
ordinary banks making short-term loans which are controlled by special 
organs, there are, at the same time, banks granting long-term loans, 
e.g., the Japan Industrial Bank and the Wartime National Chest. All 
these concerns ate under the control of the Bank of Japan and yet 
diversity still exists. This factor is an outcome of Japan’s contacts 
with Western civilization which is highly developed materially. But 
it is a fact that Occidental civilization has failed to exercise its influence 
on the traditional life of the Japanese nation. The same failure is 
noticeable in China which has constructed its modern structure in its 
own way, as well as in India whose civilization and life do not indicate 
any European colour. 

However, at the present moment, when the world is taking a 
new turn in every walk of life, it is necessary that the different Oriental 
civilizations must be developed in a new, indigenous manner. For 
Japan, it is imperative that it should promote its economy by pursuing 
a systematic conception somewhat similar to that of the Occident. This 
is the reason why the project of creating a mutual prosperity sphere in 
gteater East Asia is following a system which is quite in accord with 
the economic conception of the Axis Powers in Europe. 

—Ei-ichi Sughimoto (The Kaizo, August, 1942)* 


WHITHER ARGENTINA AND MEXICO? 


The United States, having suffered a series of defeats at the hands 
of Japan in the Pacific area, is now extremely anxious to solidify its 
control over all other countries of the continent of America, so that 
it may use them as its point d’appui when the curernt war becomes 4 
protracted affair. In order to achieve this end, it is feverishly manipulat- 
ing to win over all the Latin American nations on its side. For that 
reason, as eatly as January this year a pan-American Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference was held at Rio de Janeiro, at which eighteen out of twenty 
Latin American countries were inveigled into acquiescing into the 
so-called proposal of pan-American solidarity of Washington. 

As an aftermath of the Rio de Janeiro parley, some of the South 
sat Aa Ae ers AL reece Sa AP JE eine at Oa SSRCTe See ee 


1 Hi-ichi Sughimoto is a professor at the Economics Depattment of Tokyo Com- 
“mercial University, 
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American countries declared war on the Axis Powers, while some others 
seveted diplomatic relations with Japan, Germany and Italy. Argentina 


_ and Chile are the only two nations now which are maintaining neutrality, 


despite the intrusive pressure of the Roosevelt administration. On the 
other hand, Mexico’s volte face deserves attention, for Argentina and 
Mexico together exercise a significant influence on the movement of 
external policies of Ibero-America. 

The neutral stand of Argentina has been steadily strengthened 
since the formation of the Castillo administration. But Mexico, 
succumbing to the intrigues of Washington, finally declared war on the 
Axis Powers on June 2, this year. Various interpretations have been 
given as to the reason why there is so wide a disparity between these 
two Latin nations in tegard to their respective attitude toward the 
hostilities in Europe and in the Pacific. It appears that the fundamental 
cause of theit opposite attitude lies in their nature of relations with 
the United States. 

Argentina is one of the largest and richest countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. Owing to its close cultural and commerical intercourse 
with Europe, it has generally acquired a balanced outlook to view the 
trend of situations there. Although its culture is French, its chief com- 
merical market is Britain. But the British influence there has suffered a 
diminution due to Axis supremacy in the present international turmoil. 
The total British investment in Argentina is said to be in the 
neighbourhood of $2,000,000,000. Moreover, it has to be admitted 
that Britain still retains a considerable influence over railways and the 
movement of trade and finance. This is probably the reason why 
Argentina is desirous of maintaining cordial relations with Britain. 
As against this, it seems to entertain fear that the United States may at 
any time bring pressure to bear on it to compel it to align itself with the 
policies of the Roosevelt Government. Fortunately, however, both 
the administration and the people of Argentina desire to adhere to their 
policy of neutrality. 

Certain critics are of the opinion that Argentina’s non-compromising 
attitude toward the United States is due to many chronic reasons. They 
point out that it dislikes the captalistic tendency and unfair commercial 
policy of the United States, and adds that it considers the latter as its 
rival in the acquisition of leadership in the Western Hemisphere. Other 
observers aver that Argentina regards itself culturally superior to the 
United States. They also think that its sympathy for Falangist Spain 
has prompted it to exhibit a cautious attitude toward Washington. 
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When all these reasons are put together, it becomes more than clear 
that Buenos Aires is not willing to surrender its political, economicand 
cultural rights to the self-centred unity-makers of the Capitol Hill. 

It may be mentioned that the rise of strong nationalism in Argentina 
has propelled it to look to neighbouring countries as its legitimate sphere 
of influence. Hence, it asserts that the retention of its influence over 
Uruguay, Paraguya and Bolivia is within the bounds of its geographical 
propinquity. On other hand, being a potential Ibero-Ametican nation, 
it does not think it dignified to give its tacit assent to the authoritarian 
policy of the United States concernting Central and other South Ameti- 
can countries. For example, when Washington informally proposed to 
construct military bases in the La Plata district, it opposed such a scheme 
on the ground that such fortifications would endanger the defence of 
Buenos Aires, the key to which is held by Montevideo, capital of 

Uruguay. . 

Argentina has often had frictions with the United States ovet 
economic questions. The most glaring instance is the prohibition by 
Washington some time ago the importation of Argentine beef into its 
territory on the flimsy pretext that there was a danger of thrush epidemic 
spteading to the United States through such importation. Argentina S 
beef exports are consumed by three markets. The best quality cold 
beef is exported chiefly to Britain, frozen beef to France and Germany 
and canned, corned and salted beef to the United States. From this 
export classification, it is clear to what extent Argentina suffered econo- 
mically. 

In this connection, it may be mentioned that some membets 
of the American Congress, after making an inspection tour of the live- 
stock-breeding districts of the country, began to conspire secretly to 
dislocate Argentina’s beef export trade with the United States. Buenos 
Aires immediately resented this underhand tactics, but failed to gain 
any satisfactory result. Then Washington prohibited the importation 
of beef, and Argentina denounced such a measure as a deliberate curtail- 

ment of its economic rights. It is conceivable that Washington adopted 
this attitude in order to favour the American traders against the Ar- 
gentine exporters, between whom a keen competition for beef trade 
exists from a long time ago. 

Being an agricultural country, Argentina’s ninety-six per cent. of 
exports ate agricultural products. In normal times, these commodities 
are mainly exported to Britain, France and Germany. But as in recent 
times, there has occurred a surplus production of agricultural com- 
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modities in the United States, notably cotton, wheat and Indian corn, 
a struggle for securing markets has ensued between the two countries. 
Before the start of the Pacific war, Argentine exports to the United States 
wete on the dectease owing to the latter’s restrictive tariff policy. Con- 
sequently, the former concluded special commercial agreements with 
Britain and Germany in an endeavour to insure its economic self- 
existence. But the commercial situation underwent a setback with the 
outbreak of the Pacific war and Italo-German declaration of war on the 
United States. As a result, Argentina found it imperative to intensify 
its economic relations with the countries of the Western Hemisphere. 

Although the United States is importing raw and agricultural 

materials from Argentina in large volumes, it is doubftul whether the 
former can supply the latter with manufactured goods and fuel which 
it badly needs. It appears that Argentina’s economic intercourse 
with the United States is dependent on the duration of the present 
international hostilities. Should they come to an early end, it is 
unlikely that the United States would continue to remain an important 
buyer of its goods. In that event, it will have to look to European 
markets for the disposal of its products. On the other hand, if the 
hostilities would be a prolonged affair, Argentina would have no alter- 
native but to increase its economic collaboration with the United States. 
Even then when peace is restored it is more than likely that Argentina 
shall have to resume its previous relations with the European markets. 

Should Argentina align itself militarily with the United States 
against the Axis Powers, it is certain that it would receive no tangible 
benefit, but additional economic privation. In the last World War, 
although Brazil participated in it on the side of the Allies, it failed to 
obtain any striking beneficial advantage for itself. This historical fact 
clearly illustrates that it would not be a fruitful proposition for 
Argentina to take up arms against Japan, Germany and Italy, which 
nations are sincerely desirous of maintaining friendly relations with 
it, inspite of the wartime exigencies and hazards. 

Turning to Mexico, it has to be said that it is deplorable that it 
should enter into a state of war with the Axis nations. It adopted this 
unfortunate decision on its own presumption that two of its tankers 
had been sunk by Axis submarines. If this attitude of Mexico is com- 
pared to that of Argentina, one of whose metchantmen was allegedly 
sent to the botton by an Axis submarine some time ago, it is evident 
that Mexico has declared war on the Axis nations under the direct pres- 
sute of the United States. It is indeed strange that Mexico which suf- 
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fered a great deal at the hands of the United States in the past should 
become a linchpin.of the Roosevelt Government. Is it possible that 
Mexico has forgotten that it is the United States which wrested Texas 
from it, that Henry Wilson instigated Victoriano Huerta to assa- 
sinate Francisco Madero in 1913, and that U.S. marines attacked 
Vera Cruz in 1914? Do not the Mexicans remember that a punitive 
fotce under General Parshing violated their frontier in pursuit of 
Pancho Villa, and that Washington Government wantonly interfered 
with the execution of their land and oil policies in 1926? It is inconceiv- 
able that Mexico can consign to oblivion all these inequities of the 
United States. 

It would be reasonable to imagine that Mexico has been made 
a pawn of the United States because of the conclusion of a makeshift 
understanding between its ruling oligarchy and the Roosevelt 
administration. Since the economic and politcal power is held by its 
upper class, the Mexican masses, who are generally poor and uncon- 
cerned about the high administrative affairs, are not to be blamed for 
the action of their Government. Had there been as trong middle class 
in the country spread over different cities, perhaps the Mexican Govetn- 
ment would not have taken sucha hasty decision. Significantly enough, 
it may be noted that Argentina, is maintaining its policy of neutrality, 
among other factors, because its middle class people, who form the 
backbone of racial consciousness and nationalism, are totally disinclined 
to participate in the current inter-Power hostilities.! 

It may also be pointed out that Mexico has been compelled to 
make a common cause with the United States because of its special 
economic relations with the latter. Moreover, its geographical propin- 
quity to the United States impels it to undertake joint military operations 
to safeguard its own integrity. Furthermore, the existence of disunity 
in the country, owing to the leftist tendency of the lower class as against 
the authoritative inclination of the upper class, has provided President 
Roosevelt with a most-needed opportunity to make President Camacho 
his ally. 

On the whole, however, it must be recognized that Mexico’s 
submission to the United States does not in any way mean that the 
Mexicans have became pro-Americans. In fact, it should be regarded 
as a realistic expediency. Thus, it will be observed that fundamentally 
the peoples of Mexico and Argentina entertain an identical feeling of 
aloofness toward the United States, but the superior military and econo- 
mic power of the latter has forced them to submit to certain demands 
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of Washington. While Argentina, being comparatively far away from 
the United States, has been able to pursue a policy of neutrality, Mexico, 
being adjacent to the United States, has been obliged to endorse the ex- 
ternal and internal policies of President Roosevelt. This again proves 
that it is the United States which is the cause of Mexico’s embroilment 
in the Axis-‘* Democracy” armed showdown, as well as Argentina’s 
temporary willingness to maintain the so-called economic solidarity in 
the Western Hemisphere under the leadership of Washington. 
—Yoshitada Yao (The Latin-America Kenkyu, August, 1942)* 


1 Yoshitada Yao is in the service of the Foreign Office. 
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BEIKOKU GAIKO-JO NO SHOSHUGHI ( DIPLOMATIC DOCTRINES 
OF AmericA). By SaxuTARo TAcHI, LL.D. The Nippon 
Fyoron-sha, Tokyo. pp. 398. 3.80 yen. 


The basis of the diplomacy of the United States is widely held to 
lie in its various political doctrines. Hence, an accurate study of them 
is undoubtedly useful. In this well-written book, the author analyzes 
and criticizes the diverse diplomatic doctrines of America. The Doc- 
trine of Isolation, the Monroe Doctrine and the doctrines of Neutrality, 
Freedom of the Seas, Open Door in China and Territorial Integrity 
of China, as well as the Stimson Doctrine are discussed by him. He 
points out that all these doctrines are interrelated. Just as the Doc- 
trine of Isolation bears a close relation to the Monroe Doctrine, intimate 
connections exist between the doctrines of Neutrality and Freedom of 
the Seas, between the doctrines of Open Door in China and Territorial 
Integrity of China, and between the Doctrine of Territorial Integrity 
of China and the Stimson Doctrine. 

According to him, the Doctrine of Isolation has been until lately 
one of the fundamental policies of American diplomacy since the forma- 
tion of the Republic. However, when Woodrow Wilson began to 
propagate the so-called collectivist idea, a friction between the Wilsonian 
conception and the traditional American Doctrine of Isolation became 
noticeable. With the assumption of presidentship by Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, there appeared a partisan spirit in favour of other Anglo- 
Saxon nations—a spitit which affected the growth of true collectivism, 
stimulating at the same time a feeling for the rejection of the long- 
standing isolation policy. 

In respect of the Monroe Doctrine, Dr. Tachi remarks that though 
it was originally propounded as a principle of national policy of the 
United States to keep it disassociated from external upheavals and for 
the definition and interpretation of that ptinciple the United States 
was thought to be solely responsible, a tendency is discernible of late 

to apply the said principle as a common doctrine of all the American 
Republics. The main purport of this doctrine at the time of its initiation 
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was to prevent a non-American nation from interfering in the affairs 
of any American nation, but gradually it came to be used by the United 
States as a diplomatic instrument to justify its interference in the 
affairs of other American countries. The United States, now alive 
to the necessity of securing the amity and co-operation of other Ame- 
rican Republics, is endeavouring to recast its policy of interference 
and also seems to be trying to modify its traditional attitude as the sole 
owner of the doctrine. This is the reason why a tendency has recently 
atisen to continentalize the Monroe Doctrine. 

The author explains the one-sidedness of the regional diplomacy 
of Washington, especially when it is not agreeable to recognize the 
application of a similar doctrine to East Asia under the sponsorship 
of Japan. He continues that the statement of Stephen Early, White 
House Secretary to President Roosevelt, in the summer of 1940, tending 
to the recognition of local principles in every continent similar to the 
Montoe Doctrine, testified to the consciousness on the part of American 
statesmen of the inequity of the unilateral application of the Monroe 
Doctrine to the activities of Japan. The hollowness of the statement, 
owing to want of serious determination on the part of American states- 
men to give effect to it, was abundantly proved when the United States 
promoted the ABCD military encirclement against Japan in retalia- 
tion to the dispatch of Japanese troops to French Indo-china in fulfil- 
ment of treaty obligations. He, however, admits that the United States 
has, on most occasions, maintained neutrality in case of war in other 
parts of the world, while at the same time it has tried to saa and 
strengthen the neutral rights. Hence, the Doctrine of Neutrality ci 
thought to form one of the traditional American policies. es y 
using a shoal of arguments, he asserts that President Roosevelt has now 
invited war to his country by violating the Law of Neutrality in more 
than one ways. 

In his en the supposedly traditional policy of the freedom 
of the seas of the United States, in reality, consists of two yan 
of ideas. ‘This principle, as conceived by President Wilson, was mee 
on collectivist idea and connoted certain restraints on neutral rights s 
the face of “international actions for the enforcement of eee 
covenants,” such as economic blockade after the manner of ape aoe 
of the League Covenant, thus relegating the claims of saint ae . 
a secondary position. This proves that the American iar aC 
the freedom of the seas is nothing other than the Doctrine of Neu rs 
in another name. President Roosevelt, so long as he maintatne 
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nominal neutral attitude towatd the European war, considered it 
necessaty that the belligerent nations should conform to the American 
interpretation of the freedom of the seas. Obviously, he tampered 
with the American principle when he tried to close a vast tegion of 
the open sea to lawful activities of certain particular belligerents, 
by establishing a self-enunciated security zone and infringing the 
Neutrality Law by arming neuttal Ametican vessels, instituting sea 
patrol for the benefit of other belligerents and convoying American 
ot English merchant vessels. 

As regards Open Door, the author holds that the doctrine as en- 

unciated in John Hay’s Notes of 1899 is different from that stipulated 
in the Nine-Power Treaty of 1922 in points of geographical spheres 
in which the principle is held to be in force, of obligation. based on 
the principle, of interests to be protected by the principle and of parties 
to the principle. In its initiation, the principle was meant to be in force 
in those parts of China, where major Powers have had established their 
sphetes of influence or interest ; but the Nine-Power Treaty extended 
the scope of the principle to be in force in all patts of China. At first, 
the main obligation based on the principle was an active and positive 
one of the major Powers to see to it that equal commercial opportunities 
were given to theit nationals, except those of China. By virtue of 
the Nine-Power Treaty, the obligation on the part of all Powers, except 
China, becamea positive and negative one of not seeking special benefits 
derogatory to the principle for themselves and their nationals. The 
interests to be protected by the principle was originally restricted to 
cettain matters concerning foreign trade, But with the signing of 
the Nine-Power Treaty, even matters pertaining to public enterprises 
or public employment of counsellors, teachers and technicians came 
to be covered by the principle. The parties to the Open Door Doctrine 
were all Powers with the exception of China. Asa result of the Nine- 
Power Treaty, China came to be directly concerned with the doctrine, 
since the principle came to be deemed in force in the whole of China 
(Article rv, clause 4), although equal opportunities based on that prin- 
ciple still works among the nationals of all Powers, except China. The 
author points out that the principle of Open Door exists as an impediment 
to the realization of the plan of a co-prosperity sphere is Hast Asia 
and advances reasons for the nullification of the Nine-Power Treaty. 
He also discusses the principle of territorial integrity of China, as well 
as the untenable basis of the Stimson Doctrine. 


Besides these diplomatic doctrines, the book discusses the Atlantic 
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Chatter of the Anglo-American nations and the causes which 
the outbreak of the current Pacific war. While the hada: te 8 
is dismissed as a non-essential document, the diplomatic sid fa 
Pacific war is graphically revealed to show how the Roosevelt G one 
ment, utterly disregarding Japan’s conciliatory attitude, has preci he a 
an unnecessaty wat between the two Pacific neighbours iets 
Those who are interested to study the diplomatic relations that 
existed between Japan and America prior to the start of the Pacifi 
wart will find this volume worth reading. “> 


a: EKAI IsHIN-RON (THE NEw Woripd ORDER). By SHIGHE- 
Tomo SAYEGuUSA. ‘The Daido Shoin, Tokyo. pp. 4sJ. 4.80 yen. 


The question of a new order in the world is now on the lips of 
everybody. While the ‘‘ democratic” nations ate trying their best 
to retain their capitalist-imperialist sway, the Axis Powers have already 
overturned their apple-cart. It is now becoming clear that a new 
totalitarian order in the world is likely to be evolved after the termina- 
tion of the present international hostilities. 

In Japan, when Prince Konoye as Premier declared that the con- 
struction of a new order in East Asia, as a means to settle the China 
affair and liquidate the interference of the Anglo-American nations 
in the affairs of that region, is the immutable policy of the nation, Ja- 
panese writers and scholars immediately began to study and investigate 
the question. Since then many volumes have appeared on this subject, 
but no book giving a clear-cut explanation of the Japanese viewpoints 
with regard to the development of a new totalitarian world order has 
been published. Fortunately, the book under review admirably fills 
this gap. | 

After minutely analyzing the different phases and features of 
the old order of the world, the writer comes to the conclusion that 
the capitalist-imperialist ambition of the Anglo-American “‘de- 
mocracy ” to maintain its hegemony in the world has prompted the 
Axis Powers to undertake the task of world reconstruction, so that all 
nations will have the opportunity to live and prosper to the best of 

their abilities. He strongly criticizes the Roosevelt administration 
for ignoring the high idealism of the Montoe Doctrine and characterizes 
the Anglo-American conception of world order as selfishly monopolistic. 

Referring to the history of the world, the author points out that 
the issue of world reconstruction or world revolution came tO the fore 
when the French Revolution occurred. This was later followed by 
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the emergence of socialism in Europe, which may be called the second 
world revolution. The tise of socialism increased the antipathy of 
certain nations toward individualistic capitalism, with the result that 
totalitarianism began to take shape. Then the cycle of second revolu- 
tion was completed with the solidification of totalitarian ideals, and 
various States organized themselves on totalitarian model spurred by 
racial consciousness. ‘Thus totalitatian defence States grew up which 
implemented authoritarian measures not only to increase the efficiency 
of the military, but also of national economy, industry and culture. In 
this way, the growth of the totalitarian world as an opposition to the 
“ democratic? world of the Anglo-American nations became a con- 
crete reality. The outbreak of the European war and the Anglo- 
American refusal to come to terms with Japan in connection with the 
China affair, propelled it to join the Axis bloc of nations in an attempt 
to create a new order in the world in harmony with other exponents. 
When the Pacific war broke out, the world was plunged into another 
revolution to make room for the stabilization of totalitarianism. 
Therefore, the current international gigantomachy should be viewed 
as the third world revolution. 

The Axis-‘‘ Democracy ” struggle in its essential aspect is a fight 
for reconstructing the basic structure of the world. As the totalitarian 
Powers have already gained appreciable advantages over their ‘‘de- 
mocratic ” opponents, it can be reasonably said that the world is heading 
toward a totalitarian order. The conception of this order is fun- 
damentally different from that of the Anglo-American notion of world 
harmony. While the former aims at building regional inter-dependence, 
the latter is striving to assume the rdle of an international policeman 
and capitalist. 

The totalitarian doctrine is not an original ideal of any of the 
Axis partners ; in fact, it has been conceived by them from a long time 
ago with a view to safeguarding their legitimate positions in the polity 
of nations. Now with the upsurgence of the Axis supremacy, it has 
found palpable opportunities to march forward toward its goal. The 
totalitarian order desires that the long-standing ideals of universal 
brotherhood and the right of a nation to secure its proper place should 

be put into motion to realize universal concord. Therefore, it may 

be said that the Axis nations are waging war against the “ democratic ” 

countries to attain total peace. 

ee cs Man a the League of Nations was established 
g collective security and prosperity. But the 
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dominant control of Britain over it ica’s ali : 
former frustrated the realization of ae eo tok eons seu 
quently, Japan, Germany and Italy came to the Sane h 
must oppose the “* democratic” set-up of the An lo A ach 
oligarchy to safeguard their respective national igh aa praes 
ment. Hence, it is clear that the League died a natural death ee 
the Anglo-American policy of dominating the world gee 
_In view of the new conditions in the world, it ibpeaks that th 
entire international structure shall have to be reorganized into co : 
ponent regional spheres, by mobilizing different races and count = 
into different units in accordance with their racial affinity and ise cna 
interdependence.‘ The author says that the new totalitarian seed 
structure must be composed of six regions, namely, greater East Asia 
sphere, Europe-Africa region, Latin American unit, the United States’ 
unit, Indian region and the Soviet Union d/o. 

This book makes an illuminating survey of the projected new 
world order of the Axis Powers from the Japanese angle, explaining at 
the same time the intentions of Germany and Italy in Europe and of Japan 
in greater East Asia. Anyone anxious to read a thoughtful volume 
on this subject by a Japanese writer should not neglect to peruse it. 


Conse- 


g to 


InDo-yo Monpar (THE INDIAN OCEAN PROBLEM). By 
K. Takasu Iron. The Yamato Shoten, Tokyo. pp. 377. 2.30 yen. 


At a time when hostilities are raging in the Indian Ocean zone, 
this volume is particularly interesting, for it describes the various 
economic, political and racial features of the nations of that area. 
The author is a well-known critic on the affairs of Britain and its 
Empire countries. His publications include Eikokujin to Eiteikoku (The 
Britons and the British Empire), Kanada (The Dominion of Canada), 
Eikoku no Shokumin Seisaku (Colonial Policy of Britain) and Ghéndai no 
Indo (Present-day India). ‘The last named work was recommended 
to the general public by the Education Department soon after its ap- 
pearance on the market two years ago. 

The book under review, which beats a close relation to Ghéndai 
no Indo, discusses all problems connected with the Indian Ocean 
area as a sequel to the swift progress of the current Pacific war. 
The writer recognizes the fact that India cannot be separated from 
the Indian Ocean and adds that, for the purpose of rightly under- 
standing the former, diverse problems affecting the latter will have to 
be studied. He then continues that due to Japanese successes in the 
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war in greater East Asia, the Indian Ocean has become linked to the 
Pacific Ocean. ‘Therefore, he asserts that the successful construction 
of the projected co-prosperity sphere in greater East Asia is dependent 
to a large extent on acquiring a perfect knowledge of the conditions 
obtaining in these two vast oceanic spheres. In dealing with the geo- 
graphical limits of the Indian Ocean, he says : 


The Indian Ocean covets 28,930,000 square miles, or two-fifths of 
the Pacific Ocean area, which corresponds to 49.1 per cent. of the whole 
sea-sutface of the world, or two-thirds of the area of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Moreover, the Indian Ocean is about 70 times larger than the Sea of 
Japan, and the total land included in its sphere comprises 17 separate 
units, the majority of which are members of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. Hence, Britain’s Oriental possessions may be called the 
Indian Ocean Empire. On the east, the Indian Ocean extends as far as 
the coast of Burma, the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java and south- 
western Australia; on the south, it reaches the northern extremity of 
the Antarctic continent ; on the west, it abuts on the east coast of Africa 
and southern part of Arabia and on the north, it embraces northern 
India and Iran. Although it has visible limits on the north and south, 
the greater portion of its eastern and western areas has no natural 
boundary line. For that reason, the longitude crossing the southern 
end of Tasmania Island is regarded as its eastern border, while its west- 
eastern boundary line passes through Cape Agulhas in the southern tip 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Mr. Itoh, after using a seties of arguments, points out that the 
geographical position of the ocean justifies it being included in the co- 
prosperity zone of greater East Asia. Then touching on the geopolitical 
aspects, he goes on to state that economic resoutces obtainable in various 
countries enclosed in the Indian Ocean area should be exchanged with 
Japanese products, and that Japan should be made the centre of intet- 
change of commodities. 

Alluding to population, he explains that the total number of people 
inhabiting this Oceanic area is approximately estimated at § 30,000,000, 
of which the various races inhabiting peninsular India number about 
390,000,000. Other racial groups ate Javanese, Burmans, Arabs, 
Iranians, Australians and the peoples of Sumatra and of Bantu of South 
Africa. In area, Australia stands foremost with 2,970,000 square 
miles, followed by India with 1,580,000 square miles, the Union of 
South Africa, British East Africa, Arabia, Iran and Burma. 

Tn respect of exportable products, he lays stress on wool and wheat 
of Australia, sugar, rubber and tin of Java and Sumatta, rice and petro- 
leum of Burma, flax, cotton and tea of Ceylon, petroleum of Iran and 
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various minerals of South Africa and Rhodesia. In this way, he in- 
dicates that the Indian Ocean area is vastly rich in material resources, 
He then draws an analogy between the Atlantic and Pacific zones and 
expresses the view that the cultural level of the former is much higher 
than that of the latter. Consequently, he maintains that the ptosperity 
of the Indo-Pacific area cannot be assured unless the cultural level is 
raised to a proper height. 

The volume devotes a considerable space to narrate the conditions 
prevailing in Australia, India and South Africa. It also divides the 
Indian Ocean area into northeastern and northwestern zones. The 
former deals with the East Indies, the Malay peninsula, Burma and 
other countries on the Indian Ocean in that sector ; whereas the latter 
covers Aden, British East Africa and Mozambique. An explanation 
of the political, economic and social features of the Indian Ocean islands 
including Ceylon, Mauritius, Seychelles and Madagascar is given 
separately. 

The author makes pertinent remarks to show that the diverse 
units of the Indian Ocean area are economically dependent on each 
other. He mentions that, prior to the Anglo-American retreat from 
greater East Asia in the current Pacific war, India was dependent on 
Burma for the supply of rice, that Australia used to import Japanese 
cotton textiles and artificial silk, and that Malaya used to tely on 
Australian products to meet its requirements. In other words, with 
the exception of the industrial centres of Australia and India, all other 
Indian Ocean countries are producers of taw materials and buyers of 
manufactured goods. Now that Japan has dislodged panes ere at 
can hold over greater East Asia, other Indian Ocean units are fin "g 
it difficult to obtain manufactured articles from Britain and ogres 
States. It is, therefore, natural that Japan should endeavour its fa 
to establish closer economic relations with the Indian oer oe em 
this connection, he discloses that long before the start of t Z oe 
war Japan had been trying its utmost to improve economic sean 
with the Indian Ocean countries, but the Anglo-/mesieus Bei 
Systematically obstructed its economic moves and pet scat eee 
encirclement against it, with the result that Japan at ae 
take up arms to insure its economic security and saan . iin 

Cer : British policy of controlling 

The book significantly describes the “ain’s hold ovet 
the Indian Ocean and comes tothe conclusion that oe inatin 
the Orient remained intact until lately due to 1s policy of sat ee 
the Indian Ocean. But the establishment of Japanese contr 
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greater East Asia has greatly reduced British supremacy in that oceanic 
area ; in fact, Britain by losing its hitherto superior position in the Indian 
Ocean sector has been confronted with a grave crisis to retain its au- 
thority over its remaining Empire countries. 

By making a historical survey, the writer points out that the early 
establishment of British control over the Indian Ocean paved the way 
for British annexation of Oriental countries. Seizing strategical points 
one after another, Britain succeeded in building up an Oriental Empire, 
which it was able to control because of its supremacy in dominating 
all sea routes of the East. Now that all the sea-lanes connecting greater 
East Asia, as well as the Indian Ocean route have been brought undet 
Japanese domination, Britain’s Oriental Empire is no longer its safe 
haven in the East. Neither Australia, nor its hold over India is strong 
enough to retrieve the losses it has suffered in the Pacific wat. He 
criticizes the British rule of spoilation in India and emphasizes that 
Britain’s Oriental policy has always been imperialistic. In denouncing 
the colonial policy of Britain, he assails that country for its selfish 
politico-economic exploitation of Malaya and Burma and declares that 
it has always been trying to sow discords between China and Japan to 
realize its own imperialistic ambitions in East Asia. 

_ Referring to British interference in the affairs of East Asia, the 
writer gives various historical instances to prove that London had always 
been determined to spike the ascendancy of Tokyo as an Oriental 
Power. According to him, the repudiation of the Anglo-Japanese 
alliance in concert with the United States and the naval parity arrived 
at the Washington Conference were specially designed to hinder the 
legitimate expansion of Japan in greater East Asia. Therefore, he 
argues that Japan has now been compelled to realize a new harmony 
in its own sphere in Asia. Neither Britain nor America is justified in 
viewing Japan’s aspiration in greater East Asia as an external enctoach- 
ment, especially when the projected new order aims at giving each 
unit of the greater East Asia co-prosperity sphere its proper place. 

This volume is particularly noteworthy, because it gives a lucid 
explanation of the viewpoints of Japan with regard to the nature of 
mutual relations that should exist between greater East Asia and the 
Indian Ocean area as co-partners in the continent of Asia. 
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July 20 Reporting to today’s 
Cabinet meeting, Lieutenant-General 
Tei-ichi Suzuki, president of the Plann- 
ing Board, advocates that the recon 
struction of the southern regions be 
left as much as possible to those on the 
spot. The reconstruction is going on 
satisfactorily in various regions, he 
says, adding that he is pleasantly 
sutptised to note that such remark- 
able achievements have been made in 
six short months despite the ravages 
of war. 

July 2x Japan observes its second 

annual Marine Day today, when 20 
seamen are awarded special medals 
for distinguished services. Vice- 
Admiral Masukichi Matsuiki pre- 
sident of the Marine Affairs Board, 
issues a statement in which he stres- 
ses the importance of wartime mati- 
time transportation. 
July 22 The War Ministry in a 
statement discloses that the late 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tatéo Kato, 
hero of the air, is raised by two grades 
to the rank of major-general fol- 
lowing his glorious death on the 
Burma front. A citation was is- 
sued to the hero by General Count 
Hisa-ichi Térauchi, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Japanese Army forces 
in the southern regions, on May 30, 
1942. There were few ait operations 
In the southern theatre of war in 
which the late air hero did not play 
an active rdle. 

July 23 The fifth general meeting 
of the Greater East Asia Construc- 


tion Council approves the basic 
policies for the construction of 
key industries in the greater East 
Asia co-prosperity sphere. Con- 
struction of a system of banking, in 
dustry and electric power for greater 
East Asia are envisioned in the far- 
reaching scheme. 

July 24 The Imperial Headquar- 
ters announces that 325 enemy planes 
had been shot downand 109 destroyed 
by the Naval air froce in attacks 
on enemy bases in New Guinea, 
the Solomon Islands, Horn Island 
off northern Australia and in battles 
in other regions. The actions 
wete spread over the period from 
February 2 to July 20. Crack air 
units of the Japanese Navy have been 
blasting Port Moresby, the Island 
of Horn and even the mainland of 
Australia for some time and have 
in consequence crippled the enemy's 
attempt to counter-at-tack. The 
results of raids over Port Darwin, 
Wyndham, Derby and other bases 
on the Australian continent are 
not accounted for in the foregoing 
figures. ae 

so 2y The Navy Ministry an- 
nounces that the naval air unit 
which took part in the battle 
off the coast of Malaya in which 
the Prince of Wales and the Repulse 
were sent to the bottom, had been 
honoured by Admiral Isoroku es 
moto, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Combined Fleet, on April 15, a 
In a citation issued to the air unit, 
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Admiral Yamamoto mentions that 
fact that the unit attacked the main 
body of the British Far Eastern 
Fleet on December 10, 1941, 
intrepidly and determinedly, and 
annihilated it at a single stroke, 
thereby contributing greatly to the 
successful conduct of subsequent 
operations. 

July 26 The two Japanese ex- 
change ships, the Asama Maru 
and the Conte Verde, carrying aboard 
Japanese evacuees, leave Lourenco 
Marquez in Portuguese East Africa. 
They are expected to be docked at 
Yokohama on August 17. 

As the initial step in establishing a 
currency system in the occupied area 
in Hongkong on the basis of the 
military scrip, the Financial Depart- 
ment of the Government-General is- 
sues a special decree lowering the 
value of the Hongkong dollar against 
the military scrip. The new ex- 
change rate is four Hongkong dollars 
against one yen in military scrip 
as compared to the former trate of 
two to one. 

Completing his important duties 
as Envoy on Special Mission of 
Felicitation to Thailand on the 
Japanese-Thai Alliance, Koki Hirota 
returns to Japan. 

With the aim of serving the country 
as a united Christian organization, 
committee members of the Japan 
Christian Church Federation | for- 
mulates guiding principles for the 
benefit of the ministers of various 
denominational churches in their 
evangelical work. All Christian 
workers have thus been mobilized 
in the task of strengthening the 

spiritual attitude of the people toward 
the war in greater East Asia. 


July 27 The Imperial Head- 
quarters announces that continuing 


their successful operations, Japanese 
submarines have sunk eight more 
enemy vessels, whose tonnage 
aggregates 71,000 tons. The results 
were achieved in the areas of Seattle, 
Sydney, the Aleutian Islands and 
Dutch Harbour over the period 
from June 1 to July 16. 

The British Admiralty makes pub- 
lic that 40 officers and 455 ratings 
were lost in the sinking in April in 
the Indian Ocean off Ceylon of the 
Hermes, 10,o00ton aircraft-carrier and 
the 9,975-ton cruiser Dorsetshire. 
The two British warships were sunk 
through Japanese naval and ait 
actions. 

Premier General Hidéki Tohjo 
elucidates Japan’s basic policy at a 
rally held in Osaka. The Premiet’s 
speech arouses the interest of the 
world in that it is the first en- 
unciation of Japan’s attitude 
toward the vital problem of the 
Mohammedan population in the 
southwestern regions of Asia. It is 
his hope, the Premier emphasizes, 
that the various Mohammedan races 
in the southwestern regions of Asia, 
long under British oppression, 
would sever their connections with 
Britain and rise in the glorious 
cause of racial rehabilitation. The 
Premier also takes the opportunity 
to reiterate that Japan, Germany and 
Italy are determined to fight the 
Anglo-America nations till they are 
thoroughly vanquished. 

July 28 The Bank of Japan signs 
a contract in Tokyo with regard to 
a loan of ¥100,000,000 to the Cent- 
ral Reserve Bank of China, Nanking, 
in response to a request by the 
Nanking Government. The sound 
development of the note issue 
system of the Chinese bank is the 
objective of this new financial 
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arrangement. Nanking’s Finance 
Minister and concurrently President 
of the Central Reserve Bank signs 
the contract, while Governor Toyo- 
taro Yuki of the Bank of Japan does 
the same representing Japan. _ 

July 30 n the presence of His 
Majesty the Emperor, solemn rites 
for the 30th anniversary of the demise 
of the Emperor Meiji are held at 
the Imperial Sanctuary in the Imperial 
Palace. At the Momoyama Mauso- 
leum, where the August Spirit of 
the Emperor Meiji rests peacefully, 
ptayer is offered by the Imperial 
messenger sent for the occasion. 

The N.Y.K. liner Tatuta Maru 
cattying aboard 454 nationals of 
Britain, India, Australia, Egypt, Bel- 
gium, Czechoslovakia, Holland, Nor- 
way, Greece and Poland, sails from 
Yokohama for Lourengo Marquez. 
Prominent among those aboard are 
Sit Robert Craigie, British Ambas- 
sador, and Lady Craigie, Belgian 
Ambassador Pierre Forthomme and 
Air Commodore W.E.G. Bryant, 
Air Attache to the British 
Embassy. 

Continuing their successful opera- 
tions on the China front, Japanese 
air units today carry out two heavy 
taids on important Chungking ob- 
jectives. Changsha, Liling and 
Yiyang in Hunan Province ate the 
targets of attacks. 

July 31 Flying in a gigantic for- 
mation, units of the Japanese 
Navy’s air arm on July 25, 27 and 
28 conducted furious raids on Town- 
sville, key point on the northeastern 
district of Australia, and dealt severe 
damage to military establishments 
there, according to a communiqué 


issued by the Imperial Headquarters 
today. 


August x In a consecutive two- 


day attack on July 30 and July 31 
against the enemy’s advance air base 
at Hengyang, Hunan Province, 
Japanese air units shot down 1 3 
American planes, according to the 
press section of the Japanese ex- 
peditionary forces in China. The 
announcement also adds that as a 
direct result of the two-day attack, 
the enemy’s plan for guerilla air 
raids on the continent has been 
frustrated. 

In a historic ceremony held in 
the City Hall in Rangoon, the long- 
cherished ideal of “ Burma for the 
Burmans”’ is finally realized, when 
the Central Administrative Organ of 
Burma is officially inaugurated in 
the presence of Lieutenant-General 
Shojito Iida, supreme commander 
of the Japanese Army forces in the 
Burma area. Dr. Ba Maw is the 
Chief Administrator. _ 

August 3 Succeeding Tomeéjiro 
Ohkubo, General Ayao Kishimoto 
is elected Tokyo’s 19th Mayor by 
a overwhelming majority. The elec- 
tion comes in near record time, ap- 
pointment being made only 12 days 
after Mayor Ohkubo’s resignation 
had been accepted by the City As- 
oe y Nine more American- 

hot down by crack 

made planes are snc ' es 
Japanese fliers during a § ae se 
minute aerial duel over the strateg) 
i of Hengyang in 
aN es The duel occurs 
unan Province. : < 
dung ps 

the units or the Jepe 
= Cadel Heavy damage 1s inflicted 


13 ilities. : 
ai! ice the war still 


t 6 ' 
a ae Australia, the lage 
ese Navy. units on July fe 
succeeded in_ occupy Bee abet 


Islands, Kei Islands an 
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Islands in the Arafura Sea, north 
of Australia, it is stated by the 
Imperial Headquarters. 

Air units of the Japanese Navy 
carried out relentless raids on military 
facilities at Port Hedland, key point 
on the western coast of Australia, 
early on the morning of July 30, it is 
announced by the Imperial Head- 
quarters. Damage was caused to 
the enemy air base and various other 
military installations. 

Speaking at the Greater East 
Asia Press Convention held in Hsin- 
king, Lieutenant-Colonel Uichi Ha- 
ségawa, chief of the press section 
of the Kwantung Army, declares 
that relations between Japan and 
the Soviet Union remain unchanged. 
Rumours centring around Japanese- 
Soviet tie, he stresses, are 
groundless. 

August 7 In a stirring address 
delivered at the Osaka Central Public 
Hall, Colonel Nakao Yahaghi, Army 
spokesman of the Imperial Head- 
quarters, declares that in the after- 
Wat management of East Asia, 
Japan must exert itself for the es- 
tablishment of its unique culture 
as leader nation of the co-prosperity 
sphere. Japan has already passed the 
first stage of the war in greater East 
Asia, Colonel Yahaghi says, adding 
that the war is not to end until the 
final victory is achieved. 

_All indications point to a bumper 
tice crop this year and a much better 
output than in average years is ex- 
pected. This encouraging assurance 
is made by Agriculture Minister 
Hiroya Ino at today’s regular Cabinet 
meeting. 

The War Ministry reveals in an 
announcement that the Matsui and 
udaguchi units, had been award- 
ed citations by Lieutenant-Gen- 


eral Tomoyuki Yamashita, supreme 
commander of the Japanese Army 
forces in the Malay area, in 
recognition of their meritorius ser- 
vices during the Malay campaign 
which culminated in the capture of 
Singapore. This fact has now come 
to the knowledge of His Majesty 
the Emperor. 

August 10 Another Japanese ex- 
change ship, the Kamakura Maru, 
leaves Yokohama for Lourengo Mar- 
quez. Included among those aboard 
is Tamao Sakamoto, new Japanese 
Minister to Switzerland. At Shang- 
hai, 900 nationals of Britain, the 
Netherlands and Belgium will be 
taken aboard. 

Denouncing Britain’s wholesale 
arrest of Indian leaders in no uncer- 
tain terms, Tomokazu Hori, spokes- 
man of the Board of Information, 
describes the British move as a 
“most foolish and stupid act” in a 
statement. The arrest is an outright 
violation of the Anglo-American 
pledges in the Atlantic Charter re- 
specting “‘the right of each people 
to choose their form of Govern- 
ment,” stresses Mr. Hori. 

The Imperial Headquarters an- 

nounces that Japanese naval units 
beat off a strong enemy naval force 
which appeared in the Aleutian 
watets on August 8. 
Axgust 1x As another important 
step for the consolidation of the 
national structure which has been 
set up to ensure absolute victory in 
the war, the Government at its 
tegular Cabinet meeting formally 
adopts a plan calling for a 30 per 
cent. reduction of the number of 
Government officials and employees. 
The new measute will go into effect 
on October 1. 


Further honour has been granted 
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the brave Army forces which are 
responsible for the success of the 
Malay campaign, it is announced 
by the War Ministry. The honours, 
which ate issued in the form 
of citations, were granted by 
Lieutenant-General Tomoyuki Ya- 
mashita, supreme commander of 
the Japanese Army forces in the 
Malay area, to the Ogaki unit and 
Noguchi and Shimada Tank units. 
The War Ministry adds that citations 
have also been issued by Lieutenant- 
General Yamashita to the Asai and 
Itaya sections of the Watanabé unit, 
which during the b/itz advance on 
Singapore, died glorious deaths act- 
ing as “‘ human bullets.” 

August 12 It has been announced 
that the exploits of the 1st and 
2nd raiding units of the Navy’s 
air arm, to which a citation has been 
issued by Admiral Isoroku Yama- 
moto, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Combined Fleet, had been brought 
to the knowledge of His Majesty the 
Emperor. The citation was awarded 
for the great results obtained by these 
units in the attack on Pearl Harbour 
at the outbreak of the Pacific war 

August 13 The Shanghai incident 
of August 13, 1937, is recalled 
in that city, when the fifth anniversary 
of its outbreak is observed. The 
indient is considered significant as 
marking the “ first page of the war 
of greater East Asia.” 

August 14 Ina great naval battle 
eclipsing in magnitude all previous 
engagements in the war of greater 
East Asia, Japanese Navy forces 
sank a total of 25 warships and 10 
transports and heavily damaged four 
watships and one transport of a 
combined Anglo-American fleet off 
the Solomon Islands, it is announced 
by the Imperial Headquarters. Fur- 


thermore, 58 enemy planes were shot 
down. The encounter started on 
August 7. Japanese losses were com- 
paratively light, being 21 planes lost 
and two cruisers slightly damaged. 
The crusiers, however, are able to 
continue a fighting cruise. 

Lieutenant-General Sei-ichi Tanaka 
has been appointed supreme com- 
mander of the Army forces in the 
Philippines succeeding Lieutenant- 
General Masaharu Homma. The 
former has already arrived at his 
new post, while the latter returns 
to Tokyo today. 

August 15 Lieutenant Kazuyoshi 
Takahashi, hero of the Malay cam- 
paign, is posthumously honoured 
today when it is announced by the 
War Ministry that it has been brought 
to the knowledge of His Majesty 
the Emperor that the supreme com- 
mandet of the Army forces in the 
Malay area had previously issued a 
citation to the officer. Lieutenant 
Takahashi was the third individual 
officer to whom a citation has been 
issued since the beginning of the 
wart in greater East Asia. 

The appointment of governors for 
the twelve districts in Burma is 
officially announced in the presence 
of Lieutenant-General Shohjiro lida, 
supreme commander of the licaaeyt 
Army forces in the an pg 

vernors are Bur ; 
ae 17 The Imperial Head- 
quarters discloses _ that Japanese 
submarines operating in waters 
around Australia sank Io enemy 
vessels totalling approximately ae 
tons from late in July up to early 10 


ae promotion of agen 
iroku to the ran 
Sane ie Tate focal installa- 


eneral an 
oo as commander of the Central 
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Army Headquarters are announced 
by the War Ministry. General Ushi- 
roku’s former post as Chief of Staff 
of the Japanese expeditionary forces 
in China is taken up by Lieutenant- 
General Masakazu Kawabé, who 
has been Assistant Inspector-General 
of Military Education since January, 
1939. 

Japanese warplanes again raid 
Port Moresby at night, inflicting 
heavy damage to military establish- 
ments and port facilities, according to 
information emanating from Ameti- 
can sources. 

August 18 The Government de- 
cides on the creation of a council 
in the Education Ministry to map 
out a plan to spread the knowledge of 
the Japanese language in the East 
Asia co-prosperity sphere. It is a 
definite advance toward the establish- 
ment of a unified, firmly knit greater 
East Asia, with common ideals, hopes 
and aspirations. The Council on 
the Populatrization of the Japanese 
Language, the new organization, 
tentatively named, will begin its 
function in October. 

August 19 Ina significant address 
broadcast to the nation, spokesman 


Tomokazu Hori of the Board of 
Information declares that, if the 
people of India really wish to throw 


off the British yoke and become a 


free nation, the thing they should do 
is clear. They must resolutely op- 
pose Britain’s policy of ruling India 
through causing disunity among the 
various traces, groups and religious 
communities. The people of India 
must unite and make a common 
effort to drive out all British power 
from India, he adds. 

August 20 The diplomatic ex- 
change vessels, the Asama Maru and 
the Conte Verde, arrive at Yokohama 
from Lorengo Marquez in Portuguese 
East Africa with 1,500 Japanese 
repatriates on board. The ashes 
of the late Ambassador Sotomatsu 
Kato to France were brought by the 
ship. 

Colonel Sei-ichi Kumé and Captain 
Goichi Noguchi who had distin- 
guished themselves for their gallant- 
ry and leadership in the Malayan 
and Palembang operations are re- 
ceived in audience by His Majesty 
the Emperor, this being exceptional 
honours given to officers below the 
high-ranking officers. 
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Special Ambassadors to Nanking ; Announcement of the 
Foreign Office, August 28, 1942 


Wang Ching-wei, President of the Republic of China and concurrently 
the President of the Executive Yuan of the National Government, paid a 
visit to Japan some time ago, and recently that Government wige our 
country the Special Ambassador, Chu Min-1, through whom : : sagas 
Government expressed their firm determination to co-operate w1 J ee 
the prosecution of the war of greater East Asia. For the poe ie 
ing courtesy to the National Government and at the a eal ja ceiee 
ing further the co-operation between Japan and China, t ee 
ment have decided to dispatch Special Ambassadors to ee Te 

Upon the outbreak of the war of greater East ome t oes a — 
ernment promptly issued a statement, in which they made c ie eae 
tion to meet all difficulties with an unshakable spirit in oe Ory ee 
common purpose of Japan and China to establish a new of e ae 
and to bring about a complete fulfilment of the et ae laut tejaice 
ing with Japan wherever and whenever requitce- Dace coe: 
that the said determination of the National Government as Se aba 
lated into concrete action through their various administrations. 


y O- 
nent are keenl conscious of the g BI tance of the Cc 


operation between the two countries at the present sta Sy ak the 
aot stinting in extending wholehearted co-operation f ee > Coesuircest 
National Government. It is in this spirit that oe Laser 
have decided to send Special Ambassadors to that Agi a cconehicl te 
The following are the principal abe ag ee Kiichiro Hira- 
scheduled to leave Tokyo shortly: Ambassa v7 ister; Ryutaro Nagai, 
numa, ex-Premier; Hachiro Arita, ex-Forelgn 5 me Minoru Tanaka, Sec- 
ex-Communications Minister ; Members of the | Kawato Secretary of the 
retary of the Board of China Afiairs 5 Sadabicn! Director of the Bureau of 
Board of China Affairs ; Kumaichi eee ada. Secretary of the 
East Asiatic Affairs, Foreign Office ; Ehsaan ae Foreign Office ; Koki 
Foreign Office ; Shighénobu Shima, Secretary © Lieutenant-General Kyoji 
Naganuma Secretary of the Finance Ministry; to 3 Vice-Admiral Ryozo 
Tominaga ; Lieutenant-Colonel Etsuo pees me Ohta, member of the 
Fukuda ; Commander Yoshitané Kisaka and Ko 


House of Peers. 
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